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INDIAN AGRICULTURE NEWS
INDIA

RABI PLANTING INCHING CLOSE TO LAST
YEAR’S LEVEL AT 390 LAKH HA

Crop sowing during the current Rabi season
is inching closer to the acreage covered last year
with the shortfall being 1.5 per cent compared to
the corresponding period last year, according to
sowing data released by the Agriculture Ministry.
Farmers across the country have so far covered
close to 395 Lakh Hectares (LH) against 396 lakh
ha in the same period the previous Rabi season.

Wheat sowing is in a bit of slower pace. The
area under wheat, at 156.8 lh, is 7.5 per cent lower
than the 169.57 lh covered during the same period
last year. The lag in wheat acreage may be
attributed to unfavourable weather conditions such
as low soil moisture and higher-than-normal
temperatures. Though Rabi crops are not directly
dependent on rains, a good monsoon leads to higher
moisture content in soil and benefits the sowing.

There is a similar shortfall in the acreage of
oilseeds at 63.41 LH, a drop of nearly 7 per cent
from last year’s 68.15 LH. The coverage of pulses
and rice, on the other hand, has been relatively
better. The rise in pulses acreage may be attributed
to measures taken by the government to support
domestic prices. Coarse cereals seem to be in season
too. Compared to 39.73 LH last year, they have
been planted on 41.24 LH this year, up nearly 4
per cent, the data indicated.

Source: Thehindubusinessline

INDIA HEADING FOR ANOTHER RECORD
TEA OUTPUT THIS YEAR

October turned out to be a good month for the
tea industry in the country with both North and
South India posting impressive gains in production.
According to latest production data released by the
Tea Board, India’s output increased to 177.32 million
kg (mkg) from 151.15 mkg. This increase of 26.17
mkg marked a gain of 17.31 per cent. This
happened because North Indian production
increased by 23.47 mkg to reach 156.36 mkg and
South Indian output rose by 2.70 mkg to reach
20.96 mkg.

In recent years, India’s production has been
posting new records year after year. According to
compilation of Global Tea Digest for the last ten
months, India’s production has increased to 1089.87
mkg from 1074.42 mkg. This increase of 15.45
mkg marks a marginal growth of 1.44 per cent.
Assam continued to top the country’s production
table at 564.84 mkg, but it was down by 11.13
mkg over 2016. In the South, Tamil Nadu produced
139.63 mkg and Kerala 51.64 mkg. If this trend
continuesthe country will produce an all-time high
output of around 1,280 mkg, industry sources
predict.

Despite this, the Indian tea exporters are
losing market share in Pakistan, due to influx of
cheap teas into the country from Kenya. This drop
in tea exports, in turn, is driving down tea prices
in India. While prices of teas produced in south
India have fallen by more than 20% in the last
one month, those of Assam tea have dropped by
about 10%. Pakistan consumes 170 million kg of
tea every year.

While tea export to Pakistan remains a
concern for traders, overall shipment of tea overseas
in the first 10 months of 2017 increased by 6.56%
to 189.68 million kg. Exports have gone up in the
UAE, Iran, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Canada, but
dropped in the UK and Bangladesh markets,
besides Pakistan.

Source: Economictimes
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SUGAR INDUSTRY DEMANDS 60%
IMPORT DUTY TO SUPPORT PRICES

Ex-mill sugar prices have declined by 5-7%
due to increasing arrivals of new season’s sugar,
prospects of higher production and panic selling
by some millers. The industry has now demanded
a hike in import duty and removal of stock limit
on traders to support the prices. Uttar Pradesh
Sugar Mills Association (UPSMA) secretary said
that they have lost Rs 200 per quintal in November
2017. He added that the Sugar prices have been
fallingand hence they have demanded the import
duty on sugar be increased to 60%. At present, the
import duty is 50%.

In UP, ex-mill net sugar prices have declined
from Rs 36.50/kg to Rs 34.50/ down by 6.8%. UP
mills still have about 14% sugar from last year’s
production. The old sugar is sold at a discount
when new sugar hits the markets. As 109 of the
119 sugar mills in UP have stared crushing
operations, the supply of new sugar will increase
in the coming days. Demand for sugar falls during
winter due to lower consumption of cold drinks
and ice creams, as well as the absence of major
festivals. In Maharashtra, sugar mills, especially
from the drought-hit Marathwada region, have
resorted to panic selling.

Source: AgricRultural Today

INDIA ASKS GERMANY TO RESOLVE EARLY
FUNGICIDE ISSUE IN RICE

The Indian Agriculture Minister in a meeting
with German Food and Agriculture Minister asked
to address at the earliest the issue related to the
tolerance level of fungicide TTTTTricyclazolericyclazolericyclazolericyclazolericyclazole in Basmati
rice exports.The European Union has decided to
bring down the tolerance level of fungicide
Tricyclazole to zero level from next year which is
likely to impact Indian basmati rice shipments.

In an official statement, Agriculture Ministry
said that Indian Minister “requested the German
Minister to use his good office for early resolution
of the issue relating to Tricyclazole in Indian rice

exported to the EU.” He also raised the issue of
acceptance of digital phytosanitary certificates by
the EU countries. India and Germany also
discussed about ongoing bilateral projects being
implemented in various areas of farm sector.

Separately, he also met Danish Minister of
Environment and Food Esben Lunde Larsen,
Serbia Agriculture Minister BranislavNedimovic
and stressed on further cooperation in the field of
agriculture with India.

Source: Press Trust of India

NO OVERSEAS CHEER FOR INDIAN
AGROCHEM FIRMS

Major Indian agrochemical companies have
suffered a slowdown in growth in key export
markets like Latin America and North America
during the first half of the current fiscal. This has
dampened the Indian agrochemical industry’s
overall performance which had picked up due to
a near normal South-West monsoon. 

While some firms saw reduced growth in
export revenues, some others suffered a decline in
export revenues. Analysts and industry
representatives point out that these American
markets were growing at a healthy rate of 15.22%
year-on-year for major Indian agrochemical
companies till last fiscal. 

They saw subdued business during the first
half owing to low commodity prices, harsh weather
conditions and higher channel inventory in these
export markets.

Exports occupy a significant portion of
revenues for the Indian agrochemical sector. India
is currently the fourth largest global producer of
agrochemicals after the US, Japan and China.
The subcontinent’s $5.4-billion agrochemicals sector
is expected to reach an estimated value of $6.3
billion by fiscal 2020 with exports accounting for
50%.

Major agrochemical exporters like UPL saw
growth in global revenues slowing down to 5% at
Rs. 2,773 crore in September quarter, compared
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to a growth of 14% that it reported a year ago at
Rs. 2,632 crore. PI Industries saw a decline of 4%
in their export revenues at Rs. 300 crore during
latest quarter. Similarly, Sharda Crop Chem saw
a fall of 15% in revenues from the Latin American
market and rest of the world at Rs. 53.2 crore.

Source: Economictimes

US NUDGES INDIA TO LOWER
AGRICULTURE TARIFFS

The US has nudged India to keep agricultural
tariffs low even as it has sought greater access in
the markets here for American almonds,
cranberries, olives, pulses and lentils among others.

US Department of Agriculture Under
Secretary Ted McKinney told reporters that each
side needs to pursue free trade (in agriculture) as
much as possible. On a week-long agriculture
trade mission to India McKinney was accompanied
by a high-powered business delegation of nearly 50
companies, trade associations and state government
leaders. During his visit, McKinney met
representatives from the Ministries of Agriculture
and Commerce and Industry.

He added that US is keen on exporting pork
meat to India and talks on this issue are going on.
There is a great deal of interest in providing pork
as long as it’s allowed. Talks are going on. The
progress report is good.

However, the US and India are already fighting
it out at the WTO on American poultry imports.The
US had dragged India to the WTO for not allowing
American poultry imports into India citing fears of
bird flu. India lost the case last year but American
poultry imports have still not resumed.

McKinney said that the issue is now coming
to a conclusion and both sides are ready bury the
hatchet and wants to move on because the opportunity
for cooperation and the benefits from it far exceeds
any points of disagreement.

On the issue of GM crops, he said new
technologies always prove to be beneficial in the long
run.

Source: Economictimes

FARM GROWTH IN SEPT QUARTER MUTED
AT 1.7% ON HIGH BASE, KHARIF FALL

Agriculture
and allied
activities grew at
a slower pace in
the second
quarter of 2017-
18 as compared
to the same
period last year,

and also sequentially, due to the impact of a high
base and drop in kharif grain production. Some
experts said July-September or Q2 was anyway a
lean period for farming, coming between two harvests.

The fall puts into question the hope of agriculture
seeing four-plus per cent growth in 2017-18. It’s also
a reversal of the trend from the first quarter, when
agricultural Gross Domestic Product (GDP) at
constant prices was higher than that in current
prices, pointing to adverse terms of trade. Farm
sector growth in 2017-18, many experts felt, would
be 2.5-3 per cent. The data showed that in the second
quarter, agricultural GDP at constant prices grew
1.7 per cent; in current prices it rose 3.7 per cent.
Sequentially, at constant prices, agriculture and
allied activities have grown by 1.7 per cent as against
2.3 per cent in the first quarter (April to June) of
2017-18.

It was officially stated that production of
foodgrain during the kharif season declined by 2.8
per cent, as compared to growth of 10.7 per cent
during the same period in 2016-17. Around 52.5
percent of Gross Value Added in the sector is based
on livestock products, forestry and fisheries, which
saw combined growth of 3.8 per cent in Q2. The total
output dropped because of uneven rain in some parts
and a shift in acreage in a few crops, particularly
soybean, pulses and coarse cereals.

Source: Business-standard
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REPORTED PESTICIDE POISONING
CONTINUES TO CLAIM FARMERS’ LIVES

In the cotton belt of Maharashtra pesticide
poisoning through inhalation has caused 21 deaths
in last three months (13 farmers and eight farm
workers) and around 500 instances of temporary
blindness caused by pesticide inhalation are reported.

Agriculture department officials have identified
a number of chemicals, including organophosphates,
pyrazoles,pyrethroids, neonicotinoids, and as
responsible for the deaths. District officials identified
a cocktail of pesticides, including Polo, Police, Steam
reach, and Tonic.

A district agriculture department official quoted
that farm incomes will decline rapidly if we stop
using them. This year, the pink bollworm has created
panic among farmers, who have ended up using a
number of pesticides. The government constituted
a Special Investigative Team with district officials
and doctors in its ranks to probe these deaths.

The SIT after two months of investigation
submitted its report to Agriculture Minister of
Maharashtra and alleged due to accidental pesticide
inhalation and improper use of protective
equipmentas the main cause along with use of
pesticides not approved by the Central Insecticides
Board and Registration Committee (CIBRC) were
being used by farmers on cotton.

Sources told that contrary to speculation
about pressure from the pesticides lobby, the effect
of pesticides forms the core of the findings of the
SIT.  A senior official said that all the facts were
carefully examined on a scientific basis to draw
the inferences, refusing to divulge specific details.
It is gathered the probe panel has listed extra
height gained by cotton crop, widespread use of
pesticide cocktails, high-density plantation, non-
use of protective gear while spraying, etc. as factors.

The irony is that the farmers still depend on
the dealers and company representatives as the
source of knowledge as they have no other option.
Farmers from different parts were found quoting
that no one from the state agriculture department

has ever come to them but almost all big firms
approach them at least 2-3 times a year to
demonstrate products and companies guide them
about the use of different chemicals. The knowledge
is then passed on to the farm laborer, the farmers
further quoted.

Despite these known factsthe state agriculture
departments have completely failed in taking good
practices to the fields has resulted in farmers
developing blind faith in pesticide and seed dealers.

Source: Various sources

GOVT SEEKS PROPOSALS IN KEY AREASTO
SOLVE AGRICULTURE SECTOR ISSUES

Could startups solve complex issues in India’s
agriculture sector, which supports 49% of the
workforce? The agriculture ministry thinks so
and is hunting for “commercially viable” proposals
in 12 pre-identified areas.

The Government’s Startup India scheme,
which has an Rs10, 000 crore war chest managed
by the Small Industries Development Bank of
India (Sidbi), is seeking to incubate farm-solution
startups through a contest called Agriculture Grand
Challenge.

The agriculture Minister urged young
entrepreneurs to participate in newly launched
Agriculture Grand Challenge and join forces to
make agrarian sector technologically sound and
commercially viable.Proposals are being invited
for simplified, sensor-based quick testing of soil
samples as well as real-time assaying and grading
of food commodities in electronically linked e-NAM
markets. The government is interested in apps to
connect food processors with “agripreneurs” and
growers. To help price discovery, the ministry is
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looking at price forecast apps for pulses, oilseeds,
potato, onion and tomato at the time of sowing
since these crop are vulnerable to price volatility.

Another priority area is custom hiring of
farm machinery and cheaper disposal of crop residue
that has become a major reason for pollution in
the national capital from neighboring states during
winters.

Under the programme, commercially viable
ideas will be incubated at the government’s expense
for three months.The last date for applications is
January 15, 2018.

Source: Hindustan Times
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World News

CHINA

PESTICIDE PRICES CLIMBS BY 30% IN ONE
MONTH

The price of some pesticides in China grew
by 30% in the month of October. The price of
glyphosate technical shot up from $3,614/MT to
$4,066/MT, while glufosinate-ammonium increased
from $24,849/MT to $26,355-27,108U/MT.

The increase in technical price this year is
far ahead than that of previous years; furthermore,
many technical products are facing tight supply
situations. However, it isn’t just technical suppliers
that are affected: Formulation producers are also
facing supply challenges, with some companies
cancelling inventory plans for winter.

According to China-based firm Siembo
Consulting Co. Ltd most companies chose payment
policy by product type instead of quantity,
influenced by the rising technical products’ supply
challenges.

General Manager of Beijing Yanhua Yongle
Biotechnology Co., Ltd., said that it is difficult for
companies to price formulation products due to
increasing fluctuation of technical products, tight
technical supplies and company relocations.

Siembo noted that prices have been rising
since the end of last year, with glyphosate and
chlorpyrifos technical soaring 50% or more
compared to last year. Supplies of technical have
been short since early 2017 but with winter
inventory approaching, orders are increasing.

In October in previous years, companies got
supplies prepared, while this year, upstream
manufacturers’ operation rate stayed at a low
position at only 20%.

Source: Agribusiness global

FLONICAMID TO SLOWLY GAIN MARKET
SHARE IN CHINA

The insecticide Flonicamid is getting more
attention from Chinese manufacturers, showing a
high effect on specific insect pest with lower
resistance than competing products. CCM predicts
a significant increase in registration over the near
future.

Flonicamid was developed and produced by
Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha (ISK) and was introduced
to China in 2007 for the first time. ISK has been
developing Flonicamid on a global basis since in
the late 1990’s and since there has been launched
into the market in several countries.

According to market intelligence firm CCM,
three new Flonicamid technical products will be
registered in China in the near future, which lifts
the number of total registrations up to 6 in total
for the middle kingdom.

Flonicamid is a lowly toxic insecticide, which
has stomach action and contact action, being a
nerve poison and an antifeedant. It is registered
for controlling Brown plant hopper, white backed
plant hopper, Green leaf hopper, Aphids, Jassids,
Thrips & Whiteflies in Rice and Cotton.

Flonicamid went off patent in on July 22,
2013, and its official registration was not protected
starting March 2017. According to the 2017 list
of Pesticides to be approved for Registration,
Qingdao Haolite will obtain the registration of
97% Flonicamid technical, the first domestic
enterprise that obtains the technical registration.
Moreover, the number of Flonicamid registrations
will soar in a period of time. Notably, Qingdao
Haolite will also obtain the official registration of
97% Spirotetramat TC to be the first domestic
enterprise that has the registration.
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There are many other enterprises actively
developing Flonicamid. For instance, Xinyi
Yongcheng is working on registration of Flonicamid
TC, and planned to newly establish 300 t/a
Flonicamid; Jiangsu Huifeng also disclosed its
plan of 1,000 t/a Flonicamid and is busy with its
registration. It is predicted that Flonicamid
registration will appear one after another in China
for the near future.

The major competitor products of Flonicamid
in China are Imidacloprid, Acetamiprid, and
Nitenpyram. However, the competing products all
show a significant resistance to insect pests, while
Flonicamid has not reported any major resistance
yet. Hence, the insecticide is likely to get more
market share in the future as China’s
manufacturers are embracing the opportunity.

Source: CCM

CHINA TO PHASE OUT MORE PESTICIDES

China is planning to eliminate 12 highly
toxic pesticides from use within five years as the
government looks to improve the safety of its farm
produce. That comes amid an ongoing campaign
to improve the environment and, in particular,
tackle severe soil pollution.

Beijing has already withdrawn 22 highly toxic
pesticides from use, and it prohibits the use of any
such products on fruit, vegetables and tea.

The agriculture ministry, was quoted as
saying that it still has a number of highly toxic
chemicals in use on other crops, where they are
particularly effective in fighting underground pests.
The ministry has already issued a notice banning
the highly toxic substances Endosulfan and methyl
bromide by 2019. While three others - aldicarb,
phorate and isocarbophos - will be withdrawn in
2018 and substances including omethoate and
Aluminium phosphide will be removed by 2020.
Chloropicrin, Carbafuron and methomyl will be
phased out by 2022.

The Ministry called for more research and
development to produce highly-effective alternatives

with low toxicity. It is already trialing a subsidy
system for low-toxic biological pesticides. Two years
ago Beijing announced a goal to achieve zero growth
in the amount of pesticides used by 2020 and said
it has already seen negative growth over the last
three years.

The agriculture ministry has proposed that
new pesticide manufacturers must be located in
chemical industry parks to reduce their
environmental impact.

Source: Reuters

EUROPEAN UNION

FRENCH COURT SUSPENDS 2 DOW
PESTICIDES WHILE FRENCH ANSES
WITHDRAWS LICENSE FOR BAYER

A French court suspended the license for two
pesticides made by Dow Chemical, citing
uncertainty over environmental risks including
their effects on bees.

The preliminary ruling by an administrative
court in the city of Nice overturned a decision by
France’s health and environment agency ANSES
in September to grant a permit for the Closer and
Transform crop chemicals, which contain the
insecticide sulfoxaflor.

ANSES’s authorization of the products
angered environmental protection groups, which
say they are part of the neonicotinoid family of
substances that are being phased out in France
because of concern they could be a factor in declining
bee populations.

ANSES argued that while sulfoxaflor
functioned in a similar way to neonicotinoids, it
remains present in soils and plants for a much
shorter time. Dow AgroSciences SAS said it has
planned to appeal the ruling before France’s top
administrative court. They added that their
products hasfavorable toxicological profile. The
problem is that certain associations have put our
products in the same basket as neonicotinoids.
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In another development French ANSES
withdraw the license for Bayer’s herbicide Basta
F1, made with glufosinate-ammonium, citing
uncertainty over its effect on health following a
review.

The product can still be sold for three months
by distributors and used for nine more months by
farmers, from the date of the decision taken on 24
October, according to ANSES.

The product, is used to spray vineyards, fruit
orchards and vegetables. Glufosinate is an
alternative to glyphosate. The withdrawal also
concerns nine import licenses for products
containing glufosinate ammonium, which will
eventually mean “the disappearance of all plant
protection products” based on this substance on
the French market.

Source: Various sources

EU REAUTHORIZES GLYPHOSATE FOR FIVE
YEARS

The European Union has approved the use of
weed-killer glyphosate for the next five years after
a heated debate over whether it causes cancer.

Diplomats said Germany swung the vote,
coming off the fence after abstaining in previous
meetings to oppose its key EU partner France,
which wanted a shorter licence extension.

Europe has been wrestling for the past two
years over what to do with the chemical, a key

ingredient in Monsanto’s top-selling Roundup,
whose licence was set to expire on Dec 15.

The chemical has been used by farmers for
more than 40 years, but its safety was cast in
doubt when a World Health Organization agency,
the International Agency for Research on Cancer,
concluded in 2015 it probably causes cancer.

The European Union agreed to roll over the
license for 18 months pending the results of a
study by the European Chemicals Agency, which
said in March this year that there was no evidence
linking glyphosate to cancer in humans.

Source: The New York Times

LATIN AMERICA

MARKET CONCENTRATION DROPS IN
BRAZIL, TOP 20 AGROCHEM COMPANIES
IN 2016

The agrochemicals sector registered a revenue
of US$ 9.56 billion in Brazil in 2016, which
represented a fall of 1% in sales, against the US$
9.6 billion registered in 2015. The retraction is
even more significant when compared to 2014, the
accumulated decline reached not less than 22% in
the period.

According to the Brazilian National Union of
Crop Protection Products Industry (Sindiveg), the
factors that affected the revenue were the
devaluation of Real, growth of illegal products, fall
in input prices, lower level of plague attack on
crops, the appearance of new control technologies
and a climate that is less prone to plagues across
the country.

Fungicides accounted for nearly 33% of the
market and became the most sold class of products
in Brazil last year, owing to the increased
aggressiveness of Asian Rust in Brazil. With higher
resistance of weeds to active principles, herbicides
took the second place with 32.5% of the sales. In
this scenario, the sales of selective herbicides grew,
mostly for the soybean crop.
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Insecticides, which were in the top-selling
category, recorded a fall of almost 12%, when
compared with 2015, reaching a little over 29% of
the total sales. Though there was a growing demand
for the products for seed treatment and in the field
— due to plague — this market segment suffered
from the impact of illegal trade of these products.

Last year, in terms of volume, some 414,975
tons of agrochemicals were imported, which
represented a growth of 5.72% compared to 2015.
In terms of the volume of imports the technical
products corresponds to 56.5% and the formulated
products were 43.5%. China led with 32.7% of the
total imports, followed by the United States with
17.51%. India was responsible for 11.95%, followed
by Argentina (4.99%), England (4.27%), Israel
(4.2%), and Germany (3.6%).

Syngenta continued to lead in the sales of
agrochemicals in Brazil, though it registered a
sales fall of US$127 million last year, as against
2015 followed by Bayer with registered a fall in
sales by US$102 million, when compared with
2015.

Though it maintained its third position, BASF
had the strongest fall in sales among the larger

crop protection companies in Brazil, with nearly
US$201 million less sales in 2016, in comparison
with 2015. Last year, it launched Ativum EC, a
high-efficiency fungicide for the control of Asian
Rust and other major soybean diseases.

Source: Agropages

CHILE’S AGRICULTURE MINISTRY
LAUNCHES PLAN TO REDUCE USE OF
AGROCHEMICALS

Through a new plant health program, the
Ministry of Agriculture of Chile seeks a greater
efficiency on the use of pesticides, herbicides and
fungicides on food production. The National
Director of the National Institution of
Agricultural Research of Chile (INIA) announced
that the new program has the goal of reducing
the use of these agrochemical at the fields. He
added that due to the importance of this issue
at the development of the sector, we have decided
to create a new National Plant Health Program,
which will be headed by the agronomist and
INIA researcher.

According to INIA’s national director, plant
health was part of the National Environment and
Sustainability program, but due to the current
and future importance of the subject, it was
necessary to separate the program. The goal of the
National Plant Health Program now is to produce
knowledge based on quality scientific investigation
and contribute to the reduction of the use of
agrochemicals and sustainability of the
agricultural systems.

INIA is the major agricultural research
institution in Chile and it is the top generator of
plant varieties such as wheat, rice, potatoes,
produce and fruits that are adapted to Chile’s
weather and soils.

Source: Agropages
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OTHERS

WORLD AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION
ESTIMATES

United States Department of Agriculture had
released its estimates for world agriculture
production for November, where Gujarat’s increase
in the yield of peanut production has made a
shining entry in world oilseed production estimates
for the marketing year 2017-18.

Wheat Supplies:Wheat Supplies:Wheat Supplies:Wheat Supplies:Wheat Supplies:
The global wheat supplies for the year 2017-

18 are down fractionally with decreased beginning
stocks but increased production. Global production
has risen to 0.8 million tons led by a one million
ton increase for Russia and a 0.5-million-ton
increase for the EU on updated harvest results.

Coarse Grains:Coarse Grains:Coarse Grains:Coarse Grains:Coarse Grains:
Global coarse grain production for the year

2017-18 is forecasted at 3.2 million tons higher to
1,322.6 million. The year 2017-18 foreign coarse
grain outlook from USDA is for lower production,
reduced consumption, and smaller stocks, relative
to last month. Foreign corn production has been
forecasted lower mostly reflecting reductions for
Ukraine, Russia, and Vietnam that are only
partially offset by an increase for the European
Union. Sorghum production in Mexico is lowered
based on area indications from the government
and lower forecast yields as a result of the
prevalence of the sugarcane aphid. 

Rice Estimates:Rice Estimates:Rice Estimates:Rice Estimates:Rice Estimates:
Global rice supplies for the year 2017-18 has

been decreased to 619.3 million tons, primarily on
a smaller crop projected for India.  World 2017-18
consumption is down fractionally to 480.4 million
tons.  Global 2017-18 trade is raised to 44.9 million
tons on higher exports by Thailand, Vietnam,
Burma, and China more than offsetting reductions
for India, Pakistan, and the United States.

Oilseeds Estimate:Oilseeds Estimate:Oilseeds Estimate:Oilseeds Estimate:Oilseeds Estimate:
The foreign oilseed supply and demand

forecasts for the year 2017-18 include higher
production, exports, and stocks compared to last
month.  Foreign production as per USDA has been
forecasted at 446.7 million tons, which is up by
two million with higher soybean, peanut,
cottonseed, and rapeseed partly offset by lower
sunflower seed.  Soybean production for Brazil is
increased one million tons to 108 million on.  Peanut
production is increased for India on higher yields
for the state of Gujarat.  Sunflower seed production
is lower for Ukraine, Argentina, and South Africa.
 Major foreign soybean trade changes for 2017-18
include higher exports for Brazil and Paraguay,
with increased soybean imports for China.  Foreign
soybean ending stocks for 2017-18 are up from last
month, mostly reflecting increases for China,
Argentina, and Brazil.

Source: Businessworld
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Company News

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS OF INDIAN
AGROCHEMICAL COMPANIES

BAYER CROPSCIENCE PROFIT UP 19 PC AT
RS 190.6 CR IN Q2 FY18

Bayer CropScience Ltd said its profit jumped
by 19.79 percent at Rs 190.6 crore for the quarter
ended September 2017 as compared to the profit
of Rs 159.1 crore in the Q2FY17.

The company registered revenue from
operations of Rs 1,232 crore for Q2 FY18, marking
an increase of 6 percent from Rs 1,160 crore for
the corresponding quarter in FY17, a company
statement said here.

For the half-year ended September 30, 2017,
the company posted lower revenue from operations
of Rs 1,969.1 crore as compared to Rs 2,015.5 crore
for the corresponding quarter in H1 FY17, it said.

The half-yearly performance was affected due
to a poor first quarter and the impact of GST
introduction. The company reported a profit for
the period of Rs 302.3 crore in H1 FY 2017-18, said
the release.

Source: Moneycontrol

UPL Q2 NET PROFIT UP 43% AT RS 238 CR

Agro-chemical major UPL Ltd today reported
a 43.37 per cent increase in consolidated net profit
at Rs 238 crore in the second quarter of 2017-18
fiscal.

Its net profit stood at Rs 166 crore in the
year-ago period, the company said in a regulatory
filing.

Total income increased marginally by about
three per cent to Rs 3,846 crore in the September
quarter from Rs 3,740 crore in the same quarter
of 2016-17 fiscal.Expenses remained slightly

lower at Rs 3,440 crore as against Rs 3,444 crore,
in the period under the review.

Source: Moneycontrol

INSECTICIDES INDIA Q2 NET GROWS29%

Insecticides India Ltd posted a 28.66 per cent
jump in its standalone net profit at Rs 36.13 crore
for the quarter to September.

Net profit stood at Rs 28.08 crore in the same
period last year.Net income declined to Rs 418.92
crore in July-September, from Rs 446.15 crore a
year earlier.

Expenses, however, came in lower at Rs 369.13
crore in the September quarter compared to the
earlier Rs 406.53 crore.

Source: Moneycontrol

EXCEL CROP Q2 NET PROFIT SOARS 67.78%
AT RS 45.15 CR

Excel Crop Care posted a 67.78 percent jump
in its standalone net profit at Rs 45.15 crore in
the second quarter of this fiscal on robust sales.In
a regulatory filing, the company said that its
Board has given in-principle nod to wind up the
Australian subsidiary.

For the July-September quarter of fiscal 2017-
18, the company’s standalone net profit increased
to Rs 45.15 crore from Rs 26.91 crore in the year-
ago period.Net income increased to Rs 385.58 crore
in the second quarter of this fiscal from Rs 303.36
crore in the year-ago.

On the Australian subsidiary, Excel Crop Care
said its main function is to hold and maintain
product registrations in Australia in respect of the
company’s products.

Source: Moneycontrol
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DHANUKA AGRITECH Q2 NET PROFIT UP
5% AT RS 52 CR

Dhanuka Agritech today posted 5.41 per cent
increase in its net profit at Rs 52.81 crore for the
quarter ended September of the current fiscal.

Its net profit stood at Rs 50.10 crore in the
same period of the last fiscal, the company said in
a regulatory filing.

Total income fell marginally to Rs 349.75 crore
in the July-September period of the current fiscal
compared with Rs 358.51 crore in the year-ago
period.

However, for the rest of the quarters, the
company is hopeful of registering more growth by
improving the product mix, ongoing branding
initiatives and launch of new products, he said.

Source: Moneycontrol

MONSANTO INDIA POSTS Q2 NET LOSS OF
RS 6.39 CR

Biotech major Monsanto India reported a
standalone net loss of Rs 6.39 crore for the second
quarter ended September 30.It had clocked a net
profit of Rs 2.79 crore in the same period last year.

Total income fell marginally to Rs 100.22 crore
in the July-September period of the 2017-18 fiscal
from Rs 105.11 crore in the year-ago period.

Expenses remained high at Rs 110.88 crore in
the second quarter of the current fiscal compared
to Rs 100.44 crore earlier.

Source: Moneycontrol

ADAMA LAUNCHED NEW INSECTICIDE
PRODUCT CORMORAN AND RIMON FAST
IN CHINA

ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Ltd. during
33rd China Plant Protection Double Exchange Fair
launched two new products Cormoran and Rimon
Fast to the audience. 

Cormoran and Rimon Fast are the first truly
differentiated products that are launched in China.
Before launching in China, several countries have
already launched Novaluron containing products
worldwide. In the US, Cormoran is used to contain
pear psylla and codling moth. In Australia,
Cormoran help growers tackling problems of codling
moth. In Argentina, Rimon Fast is used on cotton
to address cotton bollworm issues. Now with the
formal launch of these two innovated solutions in
China, let’s expect improved pest control efficacies
and better resistance management experience for
growers.

 Rimon Fast is a 10% Novaluron+10% Novaluron+10% Novaluron+10% Novaluron+10% Novaluron+
Bifenthrin SC productBifenthrin SC productBifenthrin SC productBifenthrin SC productBifenthrin SC product. Registered on cabbage
on control over Plutella and is also effective to a
wide range of lepidopteran pests. Key features shall
include resistance management, kill both larva
and eggs, long lasting and broad spectrum, etc.

Cormoran is a 16% Novaluron +16% Novaluron +16% Novaluron +16% Novaluron +16% Novaluron +
Acetamiprid ECAcetamiprid ECAcetamiprid ECAcetamiprid ECAcetamiprid EC product. The product now been
registered on apple on control of leaf roller. Key
features shall include resistance management, kill
both larva and eggs, long lasting and safe to bees,
etc. In Europe, the product has also been In Europe, the product has also been In Europe, the product has also been In Europe, the product has also been In Europe, the product has also been
quoted as “Bee Friendly”quoted as “Bee Friendly”quoted as “Bee Friendly”quoted as “Bee Friendly”quoted as “Bee Friendly” Product and enjoys
popularity among professional growers.

Source: ADAMA Agricultural Solutions Ltd

BAYER TO SELL SELECTED CROP SCIENCE
BUSINESS TOBASF FOR $7 BILLION

German drug and agrochemicals majorBayer
announced to sell ofselected crop science businesses
to BASFfor USD 7 billion as part of itsstrategy to
complete acquisition of US biotechmajor Monsanto.
However, the company said that this deal willhave
no impact on Bayer’s India business.In light of the
planned acquisition ofMonsanto, Bayer has signed
an agreement tosell selected Crop Science businesses
toBASF for EUR 5.9 billion.

The assets to be sold generated net sales of
about EUR 1.3 billion in 2016.Separately, Germany-
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based BASF — the world’s third- largest crop
chemicalsmanufacturer — said it has signed an
agreement to acquire significant parts of Bayer’sseed
and non-selective herbicide businesses.

Bayer said it will continue to work diligently
with the relevant authorities with the aim ofclosing
the planned acquisition of Monsanto by early
2018.Bayer had in September 2016 agreed to take
over the American seeds major Monsantofor USD
66 billion.

The assets to be sold include Bayer’s global
glufosinate-ammonium business and therelated
LibertyLink technology for herbicide tolerance,
essentially all of the company’s fieldcrop seeds
businesses, as well as respective research and
development capabilities.

The seeds businesses being divested include
the global cotton seed business (excludingIndia and
South Africa), the North American and European
canola seed businesses andthe soybean seed
business,” Bayer said.

The transaction includes the transfer of
relevant intellectual property and facilities, as well
as more than 1,800 employees primarily in the US,
Germany, Brazil, Canada and Belgium.

Source: Bayer press release
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Biotech News

TERI CENTRE RELEASES ZERO DRAFT POLICY
FOR REGULATION OF NANO-PRODUCTS
IN AGRICULTURE

Evolving nutrient imbalance issues in soil
due to excessive use of chemical fertilisers resulted
in reduction of productivity and environmental
problems. These issues have created a need to
develop innovative and sustainable solutions by
using limited existing resources.

To deal with such emerging issues, TERI
Deakin Nanobiotechnology Centre has unveiled
“Zero Draft Policy for Regulation of Nano products
in Agriculture during  a two-day international
conference organized by TERI Deakin
Nanobiotechnology Centre in association with
Department of Biotechnology (DBT), Government
of India, in New Delhi - Nanobiotechnology for
Agriculture: From Research to Innovation in the
event.

During the event the Chairman of TERI, said
that Nanobiotechnology is the key to optimum use
of inputs in Indian agriculture.

They added that the way we use fertilizers
has led to large scale harm to health and soil. We
look to ways in which we can take innovations
from the lab to the fields.

The current fertiliser consumption of
nitrogen, phosphorous and potassium has been

registered at 23.59 million tonnes. However, the
removal of nutrients from soil is far higher than
the additions, thereby creating a net negative
balance of about 10 million tonnes from soil every
year and causing a serious threat to soil health.

On the occasion, Professor Peter Hodgson,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), Deakin
University said that the idea is to offer a platform
to encourage research in relevant areas of
agriculture and health for socio-economic
development of both the countries with intervention
of Nanobiotechnology, which is already in progress
at the TERI-Deakin Nanobiotechnology Centre.

Source:  TERI

J&K: BANANA PUSHES ITS WAY WITH
BIOTECHNOLOGY

Though the diversity in geo-ecological
conditions of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) is suitable
to cultivation of most of varieties of tropical and
sub-tropical fruits, however, banana does not figure
in the list. While the state is a net exporter of
fruits to the rest of the country and abroad, it
imports bananas to the tune of Rs 200 crores
annually.

But the situation is all set to change now
with a new biotechnology driven programme
initiated by joint endeavor of IIIM-Council of
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Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Jammu
and Cadila Pharmaceuticals (CP), Ahmedabad.
After full trial and established tissue culture and
agriculture practice, it has been brought to J&K
for commercial cultivation.

The samples of high quality tissue culture
variety- Bhim Grand Naine (G-9) banana were
brought from agro division of Cadila
Pharmaceuticals, Ahmedabad and the first trial
of cultivation on two acres land of field
experimental farm at Chatha was completed
successfully.

He added that the first cultivation trial was
done by planting 2,000 samplings of banana plants.
In terms of economy involved, as per market
analysis, price of banana in Jammu is
approximately Rs 20 per kg. Thus on an average,
each plant (20 to 30 kg yield) will fetch Rs 250 to
300. On the basis of market demand,
approximately Rs 2.5 lakh net return can be
obtained by cultivating this crop on one acre of
land which is attractive business for the farmers.In
terms of annual banana consumption, the fruit’s
commercial cultivation would be most profitable
agriculture business for farmers. The geo-ecological
conditions of Jammu are suitable for this crop.
Nevertheless, the IIIM’s next target would be to
introduce banana cultivation in Kashmir through
modern biotechnology approach (polyhouses) in
2018.

Source: Asian Age

NIGERIAN SCIENTISTS WORK OUT
BIOTECH SOLUTIONS TO ENSURE FOOD
SUFFICIENCY

Nigeria is projected to be the third largest
nation in the world by 2050 just behind China and

India, with a population of over 300 million people,
it is currently battling with the challenge of feeding
its people. Hunger is closely linked with the inability
to produce enough food to feed the people.

However, the signing of the biosafety bill into
law in 2015 presents the nation with an opportunity
to utilize the new modern agricultural technology
tools like biotechnology to improve agriculture and
feed the people.

Though modern agricultural biotechnology is
a relatively new foreign technology, Nigerian
scientists seem to be cutting their teeth on it by
taking the initiative to look for ways of improving
staple crops in the country to improve agriculture
and feed the nation.

For instance, they have the Pod-bearer
Resistant Cowpea (Beans) Project initiative whose
aim is to develop and disseminate to farmers
preferred and locally adapted Maruca resistant
cowpea varieties in sub-Saharan Africa.

The principal investigator of the pod borer
resistant (PBR) cowpea project from Instituteof
Agricultural Research (IAR) said that the home-
grown initiative had successfully conferred 100
per cent protection against Maruca on cowpea by
introducing the Bacillus thuringiences (Bt) gene
through genetic modification. It will now prevent
yield losses upto 80 per cent in severe infestations,
assuring that Bt- cowpea would help cowpea
farmers cut down severe losses.

According to Deputy Director ofthe National
Biotechnology Development Agency (NABDA) the
crops of study include the nitrogen use efficient,
water use efficient and salt tolerant (NEWEST)
rice; African bio-fortified sorghum (ABS); BT maize;
Herbicide tolerant soybeans and virus resistant
cassava enhanced with iron and zinc.

Source: Leadership (Nigeria)
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The Economic Times Agro Summit 2017

20th December20th December20th December20th December20th December
2017:2017:2017:2017:2017: The agriculture
sector has come a long way
since independence. We

now enjoy greater food security, diminished levels
of rural poverty & improved access to nutrition,
all of which can be attributed to changes in our
socio-economic fabric, upgradation or rural
landscape, along with technology in Agriculture
which has played a critical role in boosting our
exports and home produce too. Today India’s GDP
is expected to grow at 7.1% approx. of which
Agriculture is contributing the maximum.

 From being an economy that was
predominantly agrarian, India is now reaping the

rewards from planting the seeds of a globally and
technologically savvy. However, India still owes a
debt of gratitude to its farmers, for much of our
growth rate of 7.1% can be put down to the toil
of our farmers. However, if India needs to be a
world leader in agriculture, it needs to shift its
focus from traditional farming to advanced
farming, where FDI in technology upgradation,
agriculture infrastructure along with more
government reforms will play a major role in our
economy continuing to flourish. The Economic
Times Agro Summit 2017 highlighted advances in
agriculture and offered a platform for experts to
deliberate on the challenges facing Indian
agriculture.
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