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WORLD NEWS  
Brazil Anvisa bans Methyl Parathion   

Brazil's National Health Surveillance Agency (Anvisa) has issued a ban on Methyl Parathion, 

an active ingredient of agrochemical. The decision was taken during a public meeting of the 

Collegiate Directorship of the agency. Anvisa also submitted Methyl Parathion for a public 

consultation. At its evaluation, Anvisa uses the argument that the substance was banned and 

had it registration cancelled in 34 of 45 countries researched. In the United States, for instance, 

it was banned two years ago, and even in the countries that allow its use, this just happens with 

severe restrictions. The Anvisa director justified that the ban of Methyl Parathion occurred after 

an exhaustive started in 2008 and this measure is very important for the human health and for 

the environment because it bans a highly toxic substance and collaborates for the image 

improvement of Brazilian agriculture.  

Source: Brazil's National Health Surveillance Agency   

  

UN agencies release updated guidelines for countries on pesticide legislation 

and labelling   

Some 30 years to the day after the UN Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) first launched its International Code of 

Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides, the 

agency is calling on countries to make sure that national 

regulatory frameworks governing the management of 

pesticides are kept up to date.  

According to the agency, much more is now known about 

the long-term health and environmental effects of pesticides, 

new international agreements have been put in place and it 

is broadly recognized that poor pesticide management can have negative effects on trade in 

agricultural produce.  

To help address these challenges, FAO and the World Health Organization (WHO) have now 

released a pair of updated guidelines on pesticide legislation and labelling that take into account 

new developments and concerns.  

The revised guidelines explain in detail the elements of a sound national pesticide legal 

framework, which the UN agencies say serve as a reference point for governments that are 

reviewing or updating existing pesticide legislation or drafting it from scratch.  

Meanwhile, an overhauled set of Guidelines is targeted to pesticide regulatory authorities – 

primarily in developing countries and countries with economies in transition – which are 

creating or revising national pesticide labelling requirements. A critical element in protecting 

human health and avoiding negative environmental impacts, pesticide labels explain how to 

use products correctly and legally, describe potential hazards and precautionary measures, and 

give instructions on responding to poisonings or spills, the UN agencies highlighted.  

http://cn.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---10911.htm
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The Code – renamed the Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management and updated several times, 

most recently in 2013 – along with a series of supporting FAO guidelines, policy work, and 

field programs has provided an international reference framework on the control of pesticides 

for governments and the private sector alike.  

FAO highlighted that nearly all countries have pesticide legislation in place and products 

generally are better labelled, adding that the most acutely toxic pesticides have been removed 

from the market in many countries, and alternative approaches to the use of chemicals in 

agriculture – such as Integrated Pest Management, which emphasizes natural methods to 

control and prevent pests and diseases – are increasingly becoming mainstream.  

Yet despite this important progress, the agency said much remains to be done. FAO will be 

prioritizing support to countries to strengthen their capacity to enforce pesticide legislation and 

promote integrated pest management to reduce reliance on pesticides.  

The agency will also provide guidance to governments to help them review their national list 

of authorized pesticides in order to identify highly hazardous pesticides that require special 

attention, for instance because the manner in which they are commonly used in the country 

may pose elevated risks to health or the environment.  

Source: UN News Centre  

  

EFSA received new data submissions on neonicotinoids  

A total of 376 contributions from 48 different sources were received by the European Food 

Safety Authority (EFSA) as a response to an open call for data regarding the risk to bees from 

the neonicotinoid pesticide active substances clothianidin, thiamethoxam and imidacloprid 

applied as seed treatments and granules in the EU.   

The European Commission has requested the EFSA to organise an open call for data in order 

to collect new scientific information. EFSA launched the open call on May 25, 2015 and ended 

on September 30, 2015. The data submissions were mainly from governmental bodies, 

nongovernmental organisations, producer associations, private companies, universities, 

research institutions, and few individuals.  

As a second step, upon receipt of a follow up mandate from the European Commission, EFSA 

will undertake a review of the data resulted from the open call and will provide conclusions 

concerning an updated risk assessment for bees.  

Source: EFSA  
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US EPA revokes registration on Dow’s Enlist Duo   

In response to a law suit filed by environmental groups, the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) recently revoked the registration of the toxic herbicide "Enlist Duo (glyphosate 

+ 2,4-D) " which contains the cancer causing 2,4-D and is central to future uses of genetically 

engineered (GE) crops in chemical-intensive agriculture. The marketing of this chemical in 

genetically engineered agriculture has become integral to the chemical industry's response to 

weed resistance to the widely used herbicide glyphosate (Roundup), also identified as cancer 

causing this year by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC). Approved by 

the agency just over a year ago, Enlist Duo is a combination of glyphosate and 2, 4-D that Dow 

AgroSciences developed for use on the next generation of GE crops. EPA stated it is taking 

this action after realizing that the synergistic effects of the combination of these chemicals is 

likely significantly more harmful than it had initially believed, and that very small buffer zones 

it had required are not adequate to protect vegetation.   

EPA said that it moved to remand the case back to the district court and vacate the registration 

because it “cannot be sure, without a full analysis of the new information, that the current 

registration does not cause unreasonable effects to the environment, which is a requirement of 

the registration standard under (the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act.)”  

EPA had approved use of Enlist Duo in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin, 

Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Mississippi, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and 

North Dakota, and had intended to approve it in additional areas in the near future. may not be 

adequate,” EPA said in the court filing.  

As part of the registration, EPA required certain drift reduction measures, including a 30-foot 

downwind in-field buffer from “sensitive areas” in order to avoid effects on non-target 

organisms, including endangered plant species, located off the field. EPA originally stated that 

it adequately addressed the issue of synergism between glyphosate and 2, 4-D in the product, 

but it recently discovered that Dow made claims of “synergistic herbicidal weed control” in its 

provisional and non-provisional patent applications for Enlist Duo. On Oct. 13, it sent Dow a 

letter regarding the information in those applications, and Dow responded on Nov. 9. “An 

initial review (of the information in the Dow response) indicates that the 30-foot buffer 

included in the registration may not be adequate,” EPA said in the court filing.  

Source: Agropages 

EU restricts application of herbicide haloxyfop-P   

Due to risk concern for groundwater, the European Commission once required further 

confirmatory information for herbicide haloxyfop-P on the risk for groundwater contamination 

by its soil metabolites. Recently, the Commission concluded that the further information 

required has not fully been provided and that an unacceptable risk for groundwater cannot be 

excluded except by imposing further restrictions. The restriction includes: setting limits to the 

rates and frequency of its application. The Commission required that Member States shall 

amend or withdraw existing authorisations for plant protection products containing haloxyfopP 

by 23 June 2016. Any grace period granted by Member States shall be as short as possible and 

shall expire by 23 June 2017 at the latest.  

Source: EUR-Lex  
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Extension of phytosanitary emergency releases Emamectin Benzoate   

The Brazilian government published a decree that extends for one year more the state of 

phytosanitary emergency in all of Brazil. The decree No. 8,591 was adopted due to the 

Helicoverpa armigera outbreak and authorizes the Ministry of Agriculture to release the use of 

Emamectin Benzoate until the final registration of the insecticide in the country.  

The substance is pointed by experts as the most effective to control the plague, but suffers 

resistance on the side of environmentalists and the National Health Surveillance Agency 

(Anvisa) that considers that the toxicity goes beyond the tolerable limits. The emergency 

release occurs after a meeting of the Agricultural Parliamentary Front with the Chief of Staff 

Minister.  

According to him, agriculture in countries with tropical climate, like Brazil, have specific 

characteristics that favor the appearance of plagues and diseases that need effective control. 

The legislator comments that it is not possible to avoid the same parameters of cold-climate 

countries, where the climate end with diverse threats to the crops.  

 Source: AgroPages.com  

  

PAU warns Indian farmers of fungus outbreak in potato, pea crops  

Plant pathology experts of Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) have warned Punjab-based 

farmers of an outbreak of crop diseases "late blight fungus" on potato crop and "rust" on pea 

crop.  

According to a survey conducted by PAU scientists, late blight fungus has been noticed in the 

villages Maheteaana, Fuglana, Simbli, Monakalan, and Kalkat of Hoshiarpur district.  

Disclosing this information, PAU head of plant pathology, said weather conditions had been 

conducive to the fungus. He said that if this was not checked, the fungus could spread quickly 

and affect crop yield. On the symptoms of potato diseases, water-soaked spots appear on 

margins of the leaves, which later turn into black patches with whitish fungus growth visible 

on lower surface in the morning hours. The rust fungus had also appeared on the pea crop being 

cultivated in the villages Pham, Patti, Badla, Kharke and Hariyian of Hoshiarpur district. With 

the development of this disease, yellow- to dark-coloured circular spots appear on the leaves.  

 For late blight, PAU advised farmers to monitor their fields regularly. In case the symptoms 

are noticed, the crop should be sprayed with Indofil M-45, Antracol or Kavach. For rust, 

farmers should spray 400g of Indofil M-45 mixed in 200 litres of water for each acre. The mix 

should be sprayed twice to thrice with a time period of 10 days between each spray.  

Source: The Times of India  

  

  

  

http://cn.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---10997.htm
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BIOTECH NEWS 
Supreme Court of Philippines Confirms Genetically Modified (GM) 

Eggplant Ban Based on the 'precautionary principle'  

The Philippines Supreme Court permanently 

halted the field testing for genetically 

modified eggplant,  Bt  (Bacillus 

thuringiensis), upholding the decision of the 

Court of Appeals (CA) which stopped the 

field trials for the GM plant.  

Not only did the High Court deny the petition 

to continue cultivation of the GM eggplant, 

but the appeals court’s May 2013 decision  

was also amended.  

Additionally, the court ruled that any application for field testing, contained use, propagation, 

and importation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) is temporarily stopped pending the 

promulgation of a new administrative order. In its ruling, the High Tribunal also explained its 

application of the precautionary principle, which maintains that “lack of scientific certainty is 

no reason for inaction at the risk of potentially serious or irreversible harm to the environment 

Foundation Inc, UP Mindanao Foundation Inc, the Department of Agriculture, and the 

Department of Environment and Natural Resources. The cautionary principle was also used in 

this case. Moreover, the court announced that existing regulations of the DA and the 

Department of Science and Technology were not enough to ensure the safety of the 

environment and health of the people.  

The High Court agreed with the appellate court, mentioning the lack of consensus among 

scientists regarding the safety of Bt crops. It also found the DA’s administrative order lacking 

in the minimum safety requirements under Executive Order 514, which established the 

National Biosafety Framework (NBF).   

Three conditions were noted in the case that warranted the application of the principle:  

Settings in which the risks of harm are uncertain  

Settings in which harm might be irreversible and what is lost is irreplaceable  

Settings in which the harm that might result would be serious  

The court stated:  

When these features – uncertainty, the possibility of irreversible harm, and the possibility of 

serious harm – coincide, the case for the precautionary principle is strongest. When in doubt, 

cases must be resolved in favor of the constitutional right to a balanced and healthful ecology. 

Source: www.globalresearch.ca  
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USDA deregulates Monsanto’s MON 87403 corn  

USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service has given Monsanto the go-ahead to 

market corn genetically engineered for increased ear biomass.  The corn, designated as event            

MON 87403, has been developed for increased ear biomass at the early reproductive stage 

compared to conventional corn. APHIS said, "Ear biomass, which is set during early 

reproductive stages, is considered an important determinant of reproductive success, and a 

larger ear biomass at early reproductive stages is associated with increased grain yield at 

harvest."   

"Multiple years of field testing showed that MON 87403 corn out-yielded its comparators at a 

majority of locations tested," the agency said in its final Environmental Assessment. The EA, 

required by the National Environmental Policy Act, found no significant risks to flora, fauna 

or the environment in general. In its final Plant Pest Risk Assessment, APHIS concluded that 

"MON 87403 maize is not expected to increase the weed risk potential of other species with 

which it can interbreed in the United States" and that "no impacts on pests or pest management 

practices are anticipated." Field trials "demonstrate that there are no differences in agronomic 

practices between MON 87403 corn and conventional corn," APHIS said in the EA. "The 

common agricultural practices that would be carried out in the cultivation of MON 87403 corn 

are not expected to deviate from current practices, including the use of EPA-registered 

pesticides."   

Farm industry groups were split on the question of approval. The South Dakota Corn Growers 

Association supported nonregulated status, while the National Grain and Feed Association 

(NGFA) and North American Export Grain Association (NAEGA) recommended in their joint 

comments that APHIS "create and apply a different category of 'deregulation' - namely 

'conditional deregulation' - expressly for MON 87403 and for other biotech-enhanced events 

that the agency determines do not present a plant pest or noxious weed risk, but which have 

not received approvals in significant U.S. export markets and, as such, present a risk of 

disrupting domestic and/or export markets if they become present in the commingled supply 

chain."    

But the South Dakota growers said "an increase in biomass will lead to increased corn yields, 

which is a big step in feeding a steadily growing world. The United States currently has an 

abundant grain supply but that can change with a couple of years of adverse growing 

conditions. The drought in California shows how rapidly conditions can change." Source: 

USDA – APHIS  

  

Germany stepped up its wheat sequencing effort  

The German Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture announced recently that it would award 

1.5 million Euros to a project aimed at providing a reference sequence for two wheat 

chromosomes, part of the international effort to decipher the bread wheat genome, led by the 

International Wheat Genome Sequencing Consortium (IWGSC).  
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This is a major step towards achieving a high quality reference sequence for each of the 21 

bread wheat chromosomes. The expected outcome is a new generation of tools for wheat 

breeders to accelerate breeding programs and produce a new generation of wheat varieties with 

higher yields and improved sustainability.  

Reference sequencing of wheat chromosomes 6A and 2D will be carried out over the next two 

years by the teams of Nils Stein and Uwe Scholz of the Leibniz-Institute of Plant Genetics and 

Crop Plant Research (IPK Gatersleben) – respectively leading the research groups Genomics 

of Genetic Resources and Bioinformatics and Information Technology – and by Klaus Mayer, 

leader of the Plant Genome and Systems Biology research group at the Helmholtz Zentrum 

München.  

The teams will use high throughput sequencing technologies and the latest bioinformatics tools 

to sequence and assemble the genome, and precisely locate the genes along both chromosomes. 

Of the 21 wheat chromosomes, only one – chromosome 3B – is currently sequenced to high 

quality. Reference sequencing of 14 other chromosomes, in addition to the 6A and 2D project, 

is currently underway in 12 countries under the leadership of the IWGSC and will be completed 

in the next two years. The IWGSC is still seeking funding for reference sequencing of four 

wheat chromosomes. Provided that additional funding is secured soon, the IWGSC anticipates 

that a high-quality genome sequence for bread wheat could be publicly available by 2019.  

Wheat is the most widely grown cereal crop in the world and the staple food for more than 35% 

of the global human population. It accounts for 20% of all calories consumed throughout the 

world. As global population grows, so too does its dependence on wheat. To meet future 

demands of a projected world population of 9.6 billion by 2050, wheat productivity needs to 

increase by 1.6% each year. Since availability of new land is limited to preserve biodiversity 

and water and nutrient resources are becoming scarcer, the majority of this increase has to be 

achieved via crop and trait improvement on land currently cultivated. A high quality reference 

genome sequence would contribute greatly to achieving this goal.   

Source: International Wheat Genome Sequencing Consortium  

  

Venezuela to Ban GMO Seeds   

The Seed Law will regulate the production of hybrid seeds in Venezuela and prevent the 

research, production, import, and distribution of GMO seeds.  

Venezuelan campesinos and rural families may soon have a reason to celebrate as the head of 

the National Assembly assured that the Seed Law to regulate hybrid seeds and ban transgenic 

seed research in the South American country will be approved before the opposition takes 

control of the Parliament. Approval of the Seed Law has been pending since last year after 

being proposed through a national dialogue process in 2013. Public consultations have sought 

popular input on the law, and campesinos and environmental advocates have long urged for its 

approval.  

  

http://cn.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---10976.htm
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The law will regulate the production of hybrid seeds in Venezuela and prevent the research, 

production, import, and distribution of GMO seeds in the name of protecting human and 

environmental health, food sovereignty, and soil fertility.   

  

The Seed Law will also launch a National Seed System as the central body to implement the 

law and monitor and sanction any agricultural violations, with a focus on the protection of 

traditional seeds. Venezuelan agriculture has been applauded by the U.N. Food and Agriculture 

Organization for its efforts to eradicate hunger and achievements in food security and food 

sovereignty.  

Source: teleSUR   

  

Nigeria approved trial of the first GM rice  

The National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) has approved the trial of the first 

genetically modified rice in Nigeria at the National Cereals Research Institute (NCRI), 

Badeggi, Niger. The Director-General of the agency, made this known in an interview with the 

News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja that the new genetically modified rice has efficiency 

in nitrogen and water when compared with the conventional rice. The agency has also 

accredited and certified five institutes to engage in the practice of modern biotechnology.   

The Director-General of the agency identified institutes and companies currently engaging in 

biotechnology activities as the National Root Crops Research Institute (NRCRI), Umudike, 

Abia and Institute for Agricultural Research (IAR), Zaria. Others are Federal University of 

Technology (FUTA), Akure, National Biotechnology Development Agency (NABDA), Abuja, 

and the National Cereal Research Institute (NCRI), Badeggi, Niger. The agency gave approval 

for confined field trials of bio-cassava plus with pro-Vitamin A. The agency also approved the 

development of genetically modified cassava resistance to attack by Cassava Mosaic Virus 

Disease (CMVD) in Umudike, Abia.  

The director-general urged all other companies and institutions involved in biotechnology 

activities to register with the agency, adding that it would begin the prosecution of unregistered 

companies by January 2016. The agency has the capacity to give Nigeria the desired holistic 

biosafety in a transparent manner, so that the nation can benefit maximally from modern 

biotechnology without compromising the environment and human health.  

 Source:  Naija247news   
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Mississippi researchers identify new soybean disease   

Mississippi State University researchers have identified a 

new disease that has reduced yields in several soybean fields 

across the state in recent years.   

Researchers established the uniqueness of this fungus-based 

disease and have named it “soybean taproot decline.” It has 

symptoms similar to some other soybean diseases, including 

the yellowing of leaves while the veins stay green. Unlike 

other diseases that affect the crop during specific times in 

the growing season, soybean taproot decline is something 

producers will have to watch for year-round.  

The researchers performed field trials to gauge the potential damage related to soybean taproot 

decline. Preliminary data suggested the average amount of yield loss caused by the fungus is 

about 18 percent of harvestable yield.    

Source: Mississippi State University   

  

European Parliament rejects proposal to import Monsanto’s GM maize  

The European Parliament dealt another blow on 15 December to the Commission over GM 

crops, objecting to the import of Monsanto’s Roundup Ready™ Liberty Link™ GM maize into 

the EU. The Parliament said the decision to authorize the import of this GM crop was “not 

consistent with Union law” that aims at a high level of health and environmental protection. 

The Commission authorized the GM maize earlier this month, without even waiting for the 

Parliament’s plenary to confirm its objection. Greenpeace EU food policy director quoted that 

it is crucial that the Parliament challenges the Commission over its policy on genetically 

modified crops. Despite recurrent promises to change the rules and make the decision process 

for GM crops more democratic, the Commission has retained its disproportionate powers. It 

keeps using them extensively to push GM crops on the European market against widespread 

public opposition. Monsanto’s GM maize is engineered to tolerate spraying with two 

herbicides. This includes glufosinate, which has been classified in the EU as toxic for 

reproduction, as well as glyphosate, which has been classified by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO), but not the EU, as probably carcinogenic.  

Since November 2014, the Juncker Commission has authorized and renewed the authorizations 

for import of more than 20 GM crops. The US are putting pressure on the Commission as part 

of the negotiations on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) to speed up 

GM crop approvals. Whether or not Europe imports GM crops is an important factor in 

farmers’ decisions to grow them.  

The Parliament’s objection is not binding for the Commission.  

Source: Greenpeace International  
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COMPANY NEWS  
PERFORMANCE OF INDIAN COMPANIES IN Q2 2015-16  

  

Coromandel International sales up 3%   

Indian agrochemical company Coromandel International recorded an increase of 2.8% in 

consolidated turnover to Rs 3, 564 crores in the second quarter of FY2016 ended 30 September  

2015. On a half year basis the Company’s turnover was Rs 5,746 crores (corresponding period 

last year Rs 5,347 crores) and profit after tax was Rs 188 crores (corresponding period last year 

Rs 218 crores).  

Standalone performance for the quarter   

During the quarter ended 30 September 2015, the standalone turnover was Rs 3,559 crores in 

comparison to the corresponding quarter last year of Rs 3,245 crores. Profit before 

depreciation, interest and taxes (EBITDA) for the quarter ended 30 September 2015 was            

Rs 314 crores in comparison to the corresponding quarter last year of Rs 317 crores. Profit 

before tax was Rs 260 crores for the quarter ended 30 September 2015 as against Rs 255 crores 

in the corresponding quarter last year. Net profit after tax for the quarter ended 30 September 

2015 was Rs 174 crores as against Rs 170 crores in the corresponding quarter last year. On a 

half year basis the standalone turnover was Rs 5,732 crores (corresponding period last year Rs 

4931 crores) and profit after tax was Rs 187 crores (corresponding period last year Rs 196 

crores).  

  

Source:  Coromandel International  

  

Meghmani Organics sales down 13%    

Meghmani Organics’ agrochemical sales fell by 12.6% to Rs 1280.5 million in the second 

quarter which ended September 30th 2015. Domestic sales were down by 23.3% to Rs 479.6 

million in this quarter due to decrease in sales prices. Export sales slip marginally by 4.7% to 

Rs 800.8 million.   

Gross profit of the company’s agrochemical business increased by 21.8% to Rs 326.2 million 

in the second quarter, gross profit margin increased from 18.3% in Q2 FY 2015 to 25.5% in 

Q2 FY 2016 due to better price realization.  

Sales of agrochemical segment in the first half year were down by 2.7% to Rs 2368.6 million.  

Domestic sales fell by 11.9% to Rs 784.3 million, while export sales rose slightly by 2.7% to  

Rs 1584.3 million. Gross profit and gross profit margin both increased by 38.3% and 7.2%. 

Source: Meghmani Organics  
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PI Industries’ promoters sold 6.4% stake of the company  

Indian agrochemical company PI Industries Limited announced that its promoters have 

divested their holding to the extent of 6.4%. Their holding will stand at 51.7%, ex-transaction.   

The stake was acquired by a combination of high-quality domestic and foreign investors, 

reaffirming their faith in the Company’s long-term prospects. The buyers include India Midcap 

Mauritius, SBI Mutual Fund, GMO Emerging Domestic Opportunities Fund and Stichting 

Depositary Apg Emerging Markets Equity Pool. The proceeds from this transaction will be 

utilized towards family and philanthropic activities of the promoters.    

For FY2015, PI reported revenues of Rs. 1,940 crore and Profit after Tax (PAT) of Rs. 243 

crore. The growth in performance has continued through H1 FY2016 with revenues at Rs. 

1,001 Crore and PAT of Rs. 145.5 crore. The outlook going forward remains robust backed by 

a differentiated model followed by PI in the domestic market and in its exports operations.  

Source: PI Industries Limited  

Dhanuka Agritech net profit down 9%   

 Dhanuka Agritech Ltd reported a decline of 9.6% in net profit at Rs 377.2 million for the 

quarter ended September 30, 2015. The company had reported a net profit of Rs 417.3 million 

in the corresponding period last year. It has registered a lower turnover for the quarter at Rs 

2,702.3 million as against Rs 2,832.6 million for the same period a year ago. Revenue of the 

first half year slipped by 1.6% to Rs 4,506.7 million, and net profit was down by 9.5% to Rs 

562.7 million. The Managing Director of Dhanuka Agritech, said that due to rainfall deficit 

and low commodity prices, there is de-growth for the agrochemical industry in first half of this 

fiscal. Dhanuka Agritech manufactures a wide range of farm input products. It has technical 

tie-ups with four American and four Japanese companies.  

Source: India times  

Insecticides India’s profit falls 22%  

 Agrochemical Company Insecticides India Ltd reported 22% decline in net profit at Rs 179.9 

million for the quarter ended September on poor monsoon. The company had posted a net profit 

of Rs 229.3 million in the year-ago period. Net income dropped by 8% to Rs 3,699.9 million 

during July-September period of this fiscal. Net profit for the first half year slipped by 6.3% to 

Rs 377.9 million, net income was up by 0.2% to Rs 6,553.9 million. Sales of formulations were 

down by 4.2% to Rs 3323.7 million in Q2, which accounting for nearly 90% of total sales. 

Technical posted a sharp decline of 44.3% to Rs 677.7 million.  

IIL launched Mycoraja, its first bio-product equipped to promote healthy growth and greater 

nutrient absorption in a wide range of crops from rice, wheat and vegetables to oilseeds as well 

as cotton.  

Source: Money Control  
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ADAMA India opens new formulation lab in Hyderabad  

ADAMA India, a subsidiary of ADAMA Agricultural Solutions, has set up a new formulation 

lab at the IKP Knowledge Park, Hyderabad.  

Announcing the inauguration of the facility "of global standards", President and CEO of 

ADAMA India quoted that this new lab would now complete the end-to-end research and 

development cycle in India and will support both global market needs we well as domestic 

needs. The facility will also accelerate the process time of formulation as well as introduction 

of newer crop protection solutions for farmers. The formulation facility is the fourth lab in 

ADAMA India's R&D portfolio. The company plans to develop performance optimized 

differentiated solutions for farmers, which are cost effective and environmentally safe to use.  

The release said ADAMA India’s current 10,000 sq. ft. R&D facility in Hyderabad is spread 

across two blocks and has three wings – Synthetic labs, Analytical labs & Scale-up laboratory. 

The formulation lab, equipped with latest technological instruments, will support both liquid 

and solid formulations.   

ADAMA India plans to launch several products, tailor made for the Indian as well as the global 

market during 2016-2020. Apart from the R&D Centre in Hyderabad, established in 2010, the 

company has a formulation plant in Dahej, Gujarat, which was set up in 2011.  

Source: The Hindu Business Line.  

  

Bayer Crop Science India sales fall 5% Q2 FY 2015-16  

Bayer Crop Science India reported 15 percent decline in its net profit at Rs 150 crore for the 

quarter ended September 30, due to fall in income. The company had clocked a net profit of 

Rs 176.1 crore in the same period of 2014-15. Income from operations during the quarter under 

review decreased by 5.4 percent to Rs 1,174.6 crore from Rs 1,241 crore in the same period of 

the previous fiscal, the company said in a BSE filing.   

Bayer CropScience operates in three business segments -- crop protection, bio-science and 

environmental science -- offering range of products and service backup for modern, sustainable 

agriculture as well as for non-agricultural applications.  

Source: Money Control  

  

Excel Crop Care’s profit fell by 35%   

Indian agrochemical company Excel Crop Care’s sales fell by 19% to Rs 2,451.3 million in the 

second quarter FY2015-16 ended September 30th 2015. Net profit (from ordinary activities 

after tax) dropped sharply by 35% to Rs 186.0 million. For the first half year, sales were slipped 

by 14.7% to Rs 5289.1 million, while net profit was down by 18.8% to Rs 617.8 million.   

Source: Excel Crop Care  
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Dow, DuPont to merge and split into three  

U.S. chemical giants DuPont and Dow Chemical agreed to merge in an all-stock deal valuing 

the combined company at $130 billion, with plans to eventually split into three.  

The deal, which is likely to face intense regulatory scrutiny, allows the new company — to be 

called DowDuPont — to rejig assets based on the diverging fortunes of their businesses that 

make agriculture chemicals and plastics.  

Dow and DuPont have been struggling to cope with falling demand for farm chemicals due to 

falling crop prices and a strong dollar, even as their plastics businesses have thrived thanks to 

low natural gas prices. The companies said the proposed split would create businesses focused 

on agriculture, materials and specialty products. Dow and DuPont shareholders will each own 

about 50 percent of DowDuPont, excluding preferred shares.  

Dow Chemical shareholders will get one DowDuPont share for each Dow Chemical share held, 

while DuPont shareholders will get 1.282 shares in DowDuPont for each DuPont share they 

own. The companies said the split would "occur as soon as feasible" and would likely happen 

18-24 months after the deal closes, which is expected in the second half of 2016. The 

combination will help the companies save about $3 billion in costs in the first two years, with 

the possibility of saving another $1 billion. The biggest of the three new companies by revenue 

would be a material science company, which would cater to the packaging, transportation and 

infrastructure industries.  The combined revenue for the materials business was about $51 

billion in 2014, on an adjusted basis. The companies said a new specialty products company 

would focus on electronics. The combined adjusted revenue of that business was about $13 

billion in 2014. The third business, selling seed and crop protection chemicals, generated 

adjusted revenue of about $19 billion.    

Source: Reuters  

Jiangsu Seven continent launched new glufosinate product in China   

Recently Jiangsu Seven continent Green Chemical Ltd released in Hefei its new glufosinate – 

Jingtiandi (200g/l glufosinate AS). The product is of radical herbicidal effect, fast acting 

property and long-lasting efficacy, being safe and environment-friendly. It is effective against 

worst weeds like eleusine indica, horseweed herb, crab grass and purslane, as well as showing 

good result on glyphosate-resistant weed.  

Jiangsu Seven continent is China’s largest triazole fungicide production and research base with 

most complete varieties. The company wishes to implement a strategic transformation via the 

release of glufosinate AS.  

In the years ahead, Jiangsu Seven continent is prepared to develop 40%, 50% aqueous solution 

and 70% soluble granule mixtures, which will further prolong the product long-lasting effect. 

Apart from glufosinate, the company is planning to launch new product series such as 

spirodiclofen, clethodim, flutriafol and mixture of jinggangmycin and epoxiconazole as a 

strong backup for formation of more crop protection solutions to fulfill the market needs.  

Source: AgroPages.com 

http://cn.agropages.com/News/NewsDetail---10878.htm
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Source: AgroPag



 

 

  



 

 

 


