




 

AGROLOOK   AUGUST- 2020 

 

 

 

         

       CONTENTS 

 

  

 

 

Disclaimer 

 The information contained in this journal has been obtained from the sources considered to be authentic 

and reliable. However, editors and publishers shall not be responsible for any error or inaccuracy or 

for any losses suffered on account of information and analysis contained in this publication. The data 

and information provided in this newsletter is not advice, and should not be relied upon as such. Readers 

are advised to obtain professional advice before acting on any information contained in it. 

International crop Science Magazine 

Vol. 20, Issue-6, Oct-Dec, 2020 

Founder & Chief-Editor  

Krishnamurthy Ganesan 

Editors 

Mr. Bhupesh Bhatt, Dr. TS Kathpal 

Content Writer 

Priya Kumari  

Business Coordinator 

K. Balakrishnan  

Email: info@agrolook.com 

Website: www.agrolook.com 

Published By 

Mahamaya Consultants 

Address: 

337-338, 3rd Floor, Tower-B, Spaze ITech 

Park, Sector-49, Sohna Road, Gurgaon-122001 

Tel: +91-124 4301988/ 4101430 

Direct Lines: 
Bhupesh Bhatt (+91-8057417145) 

K. Balakrishnan (+91-9911077245) 

Printed at: 

St. Joseph Press,  

2682/29, Tughlakabad Extn.  

New Delhi- Pin: 110019 

World News 

Company 
News

Biotech 
News

1 

6 

10 

mailto:info@agrolook.com
http://www.agrolook.com/


 

 

AGROLOOK   1   Oct‐ Dec 2020 

 

WORLD NEWS 
 

INDIA

INDIA’S COTTON PRODUCTION MAY 
BE HIT BY RAINS, PINK BOLLWORM 
INFESTATION 

India’s cotton crop output could be lower 
than initial estimates as it has been affected 
by rains and pest attack, according to various 
industry players across the country. 

The Ministry of Agriculture in its first 
advance estimate of commercial crops for 
2020-21 season (October-September) has 
pegged cotton production at 371.18 lakh 
bales (of 170 kg each). 

Last week, trade body Cotton Association of 
India (CAI) estimated cotton production at 
356 lakh bales but said that the crop had been 
affected by excess rains in some regions in 
the country besides infestation of pink 
bollworm. 

According to Chief Advisor to the 
Consortium of Indian Farmers Associations, 
at least one-third of the cotton crop in the 
known regions of Telangana has been 
affected. 

Source: Money Control 

HIGH BASE NOTWITHSTANDING, 
INDIAN AGROCHEMICAL 
COMPANIES' GROWTH PROSPECTS 
REMAIN FIRM 

Expectations of a bountiful Rabi harvest 
following a decent monsoon season are likely 
to help agrochemical manufacturers sustain 

growth momentum. Monsoon rains had been 
above normal in most pockets, beating 
expectations for the second consecutive year. 
With water reservoir levels higher across 
most of the country, sowing of Rabi crops-
planted in winter- has been progressing well.  

According to first advance estimates of crop 
production released by the agriculture 
ministry, kharif food grain output touched a 
record 144.5 million tonne this year, up from 
143.4 million tonne in the previous year.  

The strong growth trajectory seen by 
agrochemical firms during the first half of the 
fiscal, therefore, is likely to continue. The 
agrochemical sector's revenue is likely to 
grow 12-14% in the ongoing financial year 
due to a sharp recovery in offtake from 
domestic agriculture sector and continuing 
healthy exports, according to a report. 
Domestic revenue, which accounts for almost 
half of the sector's revenue, will grow at 10-
12% this fiscal as compared with 6-8% 
growth last fiscal. 

Meanwhile, exports have also contributed to 
the growth of agrochemical players. Experts 
feel overseas sales of agrochemicals will be 
steady during the second half of the fiscal, 
adding to prospects of exporters. 

Source: livemint.com 

INDIAN AGRO CHEMICALS 
INDUSTRY MUST FOCUS ON 
JUDICIOUS USE OF PESTICIDES 
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Chemicals & Fertilisers Minister asked 
agrochemical industry to focus on 
development on new products and judicious 
use of pesticides as the sector has huge 
unrealized potential for growth. 
 
Addressing a conference organized by 
industry body FICCI, the minister said that 
the agrochemical industry plays an important 
role in the growth of Indian economy and 
ensuring the country's food security. 
 
Chemicals & Fertilisers Minister said that the 
Indian agrochemical industry has an 
unrealized potential for growth because of 
low consumption of pesticides compared to 
other countries. The minister asked industry 
players to ensure that use of crop-protection 
chemicals remain judicious and sustainable 
to environment. 
 

Source: Outlook India 

AUSTRALIA 
 
AUSTRALIA TO APPROVE FARM 
HANNONG’S TERRAD’OR 700 WG 
HERBICIDE AND KANEMITE 
MITICIDE OF ARYSTA LIFESCIENCE 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA) has 
proposed to approve registration of a new 
product Terrad’or 700 WG Herbicide, 
containing a new active constituent 
tiafenacil, from Farm Hannong Co., Ltd. 

Terrad’or 700 WG Herbicide is used for the 
control of a range of broadleaf and grass 
weeds prior to sowing of cereals, pulses, 
summer crops and oilseeds, fallows, 
commercial, industrial and public service 
areas, around agricultural buildings and 
yards. 

While KANEMITE Miticide will be 
approved for the control of two-spotted mite 
in pome fruit and stone fruit.  According to 
the company, KANEMITE Miticide offers 
exceptional control of key mite species in a 
variety of specialty crops, including 
strawberries, hops, almonds and walnuts. 
Kanemite Miticide contains a new active 
ingredient - acequinocyl. 

Source: APVMA 

SOUTH AMERICA 
 
BRAZIL’S MAPA CANCELS 
REGISTRATION OF PARAQUAT-
BASED TECHNICAL PRODUCTS 

The Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Supply (MAPA) and the 
Brazilian National Health Surveillance 
Agency (ANVISA) published a joint 
normative instruction that defines the 
procedures for monitoring and inspecting the 
use and collection of remaining stocks of 
products based on the active ingredient, 
paraquat, held by Brazilian farmers for the 
2020/2021 agricultural harvest. 

The registration of all technical paraquat-
based products will be cancelled as of the 
date of publication of the instruction. 
Technical products are used by the industry 
for the formulation of pesticides, while 
formulated products are those that are already 
ready to use. 

Source: Agropages 

 
REGISTRATION OF 16 GENERIC 
PESTICIDES RELEASED BY 
BRAZILIAN MAPA 
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A list of a record 16 generic formulated 
pesticides or products that will effectively be 
available for use by Brazilian farmers has 
been published in Act No. 60 of the 
Department of Plant Health and Agricultural 
Inputs of the Secretariat for Agricultural 
Defense, in the Federal Official Gazette. 

General coordinator of Pesticides and 
Related Products explained that the novelty is 
that they are the first product registrations to 
use the two biological assets in a mixture. 
This enhances the effect of controlling 
biological assets on controlled pests, 
generating greater efficiency. Registered 
products are recommended for the control 
of Rhizoctonia solani, Deois flavopicta 
Sclerotinia sclerotiorum, and Euschistus 
heros. 

Source: Merieux 

EUROPEAN UNION 
 
FRANCE EASES BAN ON 
NEONICOTINOIDS TO HELP SUGAR 
SECTOR 

French lawmakers approved a draft bill 
allowing sugar beet growers to use pesticides 
that are banned to protect honeybees, a move 
welcomed by farmers hit by crop disease but 
condemned by green groups as more 
backsliding by the government. 

The proposal, which contradicts a promise by 
President Emmanuel Macron during his 
presidential campaign not to modify the ban 
on pesticides known as neonicotinoids, aims 

to help a sugar industry weakened by a price 
slump that has led to factory closures. 

Agriculture Minister told the National 
Assembly during heated debates on the draft 
bill that it was designed to protect France’s 
self-sufficiency in sugar and was not anti-
environmental. In France, the European 
Union’s top sugar producer, 420,000 hectares 
were planted with sugar beet this year, down 
5% on last year, farm ministry data showed. 

Source: Reuters 

SWISS BAN EXPORT OF HIGHLY 
DANGEROUS PESTICIDES 

Starting from next year, Switzerland will not 
allow the export of five hazardous plant 
protection products already banned in 
Switzerland. This includes preparations 
containing the active substances atrazine, 
Diafenthiuron, Methidathion, Paraquat and 
Profenofos. 

The government approved the amendment to 
the law on chemical substances as part of 
measures to reduce risks associated with 
toxic chemicals. It added that the move is 
intended to help protect health and the 
environment in importing countries, 
particularly in the developing world. 

The government has also added requirements 
for the export of a hundred or so other plant 
products that are banned in Switzerland. The 
Federal Office for the Environment will only 
grant an export license if the recipient 
country has explicitly given its approval. 

Source: Swiss info 
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NORTH AMERICA 

US EPA AND CANADA PROPOSES TO 
APPROVE TRIFLUDIMOXAZIN-
BASED HERBICIDES 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) is proposing to register BASF’s new 
herbicide products containing the new active 
ingredient trifludimoxazin, a vital additional 
tool in managing resistant weeds. 
 
While the Health Canada’s Pest Management 
Regulatory Agency (PMRA), under the 
authority of the Pest Control Products Act, is 
proposing registration for the sale and use of 
Tirexor Herbicide Technical, Vulcarus and 
Voraxor, containing the technical grade 
active ingredient trifludimoxazin, to control 
weeds in barley, field corn, field pea, 
soybean, wheat, lentil, and chem fallow. 

Trifludimoxazin is an herbicide that inhibits 
synthesis of protoporphyrinogen oxidase 
(PPO). The lack of PPO damages cell 
membranes, which leads to plant death. 
Under active growing conditions, susceptible 
emerged weeds develop injury symptoms 
within hours of exposure and die within 3–5 
days.  

Source: US EPA & Health Canada 

US EPA ANNOUNCES PESTICIDE 
APPLICATION REGULATION 
CHANGES 

 
The Environmental Protection Agency has 
narrowed a rule to protect individuals from 
pesticide spraying by establishing one 25-
foot "Application Exclusion Zone" for all 
ground spray applications and limiting AEZ's 

to the boundaries of the agricultural 
establishment. 

The agency also will exempt farm owners 
and family members from requirements to 
stay out of the spray area so long as they 
shelter in place during pesticide applications. 
An AEZ is an area where workers and other 
individuals cannot be when outdoor pesticide 
spraying is taking place. 

The agency said it was making the changes, 
which had been opposed by farmworker 
advocacy organizations and some state 
attorneys general, to "clarify and simplify" 
the requirements, which some state 
regulatory agencies had said were difficult to 
enforce. 

 Source: Agri-Pulse. 

OTHERS  
 
UK EXTENDS LICENSE FOR 
GLYPHOSATE 3 YEARS 

Speaking at the virtual British Crop 
Production Council (BCPC) 2020 congress, 
head of active substances delivery for the 
Chemical Regulation Division (CRD), 
explained that all active substances due to 
expire between January 2021 and December 
2023 would be granted a three-year extension 
under the new GB pesticides regulation 
regime.  
 
Head of active substances delivery for the 
Chemical Regulation Division (CRD said 
that this three-year extension is being 
provided to allow time for the development 
of the new GB active substance renewal 
program, although HSE [the Health and 
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Safety Executive] will still retain the power 
to review active substance approvals at any 
time, should new evidence identify any 
concerns to human health or the environment. 

Source: Farmers Weekly 

SIX MORE CHEMICALS 
PRIORITISED FOR REASSESSMENT 
IN NEW ZEALAND 
 
EPA regulates hazardous chemicals under the 
Hazardous Substances and New Organisms 
(HSNO) Act. This includes making decisions 
on whether to approve the use of new 
hazardous substances in New Zealand, and 
reassessing approvals of those already in use. 
The six additions to the Priority Chemicals 
List are: 
 
- azocyclotin, an insecticide used in spider 
mite control products 
- chromates, a group of industrial chemicals, 
found in timber treatment substances 
- hydramethylnon, an insecticide used for 
professional and home use ant baits 
- nonylphenol, a multi-use chemical found in 
professional and home use pesticides, 
cleaning products and veterinary medicines 
- propiconazole, a fungicide used in the 
production of fruit, cereals, grass seed, and 
on turf 
- tricresyl phosphate, used as a flame 
retardant in a variety of products, such as 
adhesives, lubricants, and surface coatings. 
 

Source: scoop.co.nz 

THIAMETHOXAM REGISTERED 
FIRST TIME FOR TOBACCO 
NEMATODE CONTROL 
 
According to China Pesticide Registration 
Watch, Thiamethoxam 2% GR filed by the 
Hubei Tianmen Spring Crop Protection Co., 
Ltd was granted registration by China’s 
Institute for the Control of Agrochemicals of 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
(ICAMA), endorsed due to its low toxicity 
level. The product was registered for the 
prevention and control of tobacco nematodes, 
applied to furrows and holes during 
transplantation at a recommended dosage of 
500-650g/0.0667 hectares. This is the first 
thiamethoxam product registered in China for 
preventing and controlling tobacco 
nematodes. 

Source: AgroNews 

THAILAND: REQUEST TO LIFT BAN 
ON PARAQUAT AND CHLORPYRIFOS 
REFUSED 

A request to extend the use of the herbicide 
Paraquat and pesticide Chlorpyriphos by pro-
chemical alliances was rejected by the 
National Hazardous Substances Committee 
(NHSC) chaired by Industry Minister.  
 
Twenty out of the committee's 27 members 
voted to maintain the ban on the use of 
paraquat and chlorpyrifos in the agricultural 
sector, while four voted against and three 
abstained. The NHSC's final resolution ended 
a years-long effort by proponents of the 
chemicals to have the ban revoked. 
 

Source: Bangkok Post 



 

AGROLOOK   6   Oct‐ Dec 2020 

 

COMPANY NEWS 
 

PI INDUSTRIES OVERTAKES UPL AS 
BIGGEST AGROCHEMICAL STOCK 
IN INDIA 

PI Industries Ltd, the niche player in the 
agrochemicals custom synthesis and 
manufacturing (CSM) space, has gained 
more than 50% in the past year. It is now the 
most valuable agrochemical player by market 
capitalization. Its market cap stands at around 
₹35,000 crore, compared to United 
Phosphorus Ltd.’s (UPL) valuation of 
₹33,750 crore. 
 
For PI, the momentum in the CSM business 
remains strong in export markets. Exports 
grew 25% in Q2. Its order book of $1.5 
billion should help sustain growth in the 
medium term.  
 
In its domestic business, the acquisition of 
the Asia portfolio of Italy-headquartered 
Isagro is expected to help growth prospects. 
Its domestic revenue growth of 33% 
remained strong in Q2, reflecting the strength 
in the Agri economy. Similar triggers should 
support UPL’s domestic prospects too. UPL 
clocked a strong 18% year-on-year growth in 
Q2 on a much higher base. UPL’s revenue 
stood at ₹1,409 crore against PI’s ₹359 crore. 
 

Source: livemint.com 

NICHINO AMERICA ESTABLISHES 
SUBSIDIARY IN MEXICO 
 
Nichino America, Inc. has formed a new 
subsidiary, Nichino Mexico de S. de R.L. de 

C.V., to manage and promote the crop 
protection business in Mexico the company 
announced. 
 
The establishment of Nichino Mexico allows 
the company to enhance their focus on the 
crop protection business in Mexico by 
providing improved service and accelerating 
the introduction of novel technologies into 
the market. This endeavor poses a more 
intimate relationship with partners, 
distributors, and growers, using local 
resources to enhance its supply, technical 
support, and promotional capabilities. 

Source: Nichino America 

FMC LAUNCHES ADVANCED, LOW-
USE-RATE FORMULATION OF 
RYNAXYPYR® ACTIVE 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) recently granted FMC Corporation 
registration for Vantacor™ insect control 
powered by Rynaxypyr® active in a range of 
crops including soybeans, corn, cotton, 
peanuts, potatoes, sweet corn, sugarcane and 
onions. Vantacor insect control is a highly 
concentrated formulation of 
Rynaxypyr® active, the industry standard for 
long residual control of Lepidopteran pests.  
Vantacor insect control offers the same pest 
spectrum and activity as Prevathon® insect 
control powered by Rynaxypyr® active but 
with a much lower use rate, typically 0.7-2.0 
fluid ounces per acre compared to 14-20 fluid 
ounces per acre. It offers extended residual 
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control of key worm species, reducing the 
need for multiple applications per season.  

Source: FMC News Release 

NIHON NOHYAKU’S NEW 
INSECTICIDES “ORCHESTRA® 
FLOWABLE” AND “ORCHESTRA® 
DUST FORMULATION” REGISTERED 
IN JAPAN 
 
Orchestra® flowable and "Orchestra® dust 
formulation" insecticides developed by 
Nihon Nohyaku, both of which were applied 
for pesticide registration in February 2019, 
received registrations for paddy rice in 
September 2020 in Japan. 
 
Benzpyrimoxan the active ingredient of 
Orchestra® discovered and developed by 
Nihon Nohyaku, inhibits molting of nymphs 
of plant hoppers and leaf hoppers and reduces 
the pest population in paddy fields. 
Benzpyrimoxan is presumed to have a novel 
mode of action since it is observed to express 
high insecticidal activity against the pest 
population with reduced sensitivity to 
existing insecticides. The products are 
scheduled to be launched in May 2021 in 
Japan.  

Source: Nihon Nohyaku 

HIL (INDIA) RECORDS 41% RISE IN 
MALATHION TECHNICAL OUTPUT 
IN H1 FY21 

HIL (India) Ltd has recorded a 41 per cent 
increase in production of Malathion technical 
pesticide during the first six months of this 
fiscal. The ministry said in a statement that 

the HIL has "registered highest-ever 
production of Malathion technical in the first 
two quarters of FY 2020-21." 
 
Despite restrictions due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the company manufactured 
530.10 tonnes of malathion technical in the 
first two quarters of the year as compared to 
375.5 tonnes in corresponding period of last 
financial year, registering a growth of 41 per 
cent. 
 
The company has registered highest sale of 
malathion in first two quarters and supplied 
the entire quantity to various institutions like 
agriculture ministry's locust control 
programme and municipal corporations 
across the country for vector control 
programme. 
 

Source: Outlook India 
 

CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE LAUNCHES 
NEW POST-EMERGENCE HERBICIDE 
BELKAR IN SPAIN 

Corteva Agriscience is offering farmers the 
new herbicide, Belkar (halauxifen-methyl), a 
post-emergence product for controlling 
broadleaf weeds in rapeseed crops. Belkar is 
intended for use on winter rapeseed and is 
highly effective against weeds, such as 
poppy, limpet, daisies, capsela and other 
broadleaf species. 
 
Its formulation contains Arylex, a new active 
ingredient that ensures good control of major 
broadleaf weeds, as well as a flexible 
application window. Arylex is a new active 
ingredient developed and patented by 
Corteva, intended for controlling broadleaf 
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weeds during post-emergence in cereal, 
rapeseed, citrus and olive trees. 

Source: Corteva Agriscience 

BAYER LAUNCHES NEW 
NEMATICIDE IN BRAZIL 

Bayer has developed the nematicide Verango 
Prime, whose active ingredient is Fluopiram, 
which offers effective and long-term control 
to a wide spectrum of the nematode species, 
allowing rural producers of soybean, sugar 
cane, potato and coffee crops to count on the 
nematicide for the 2020-2021 harvest season. 
 
Registration will soon be extended to other 
crops such as cotton and corn. 

Source: Bayer 

BAYER BRINGS VAYEGO FORTE TO 
MARKET TO FIGHT BANANA 
WEEVIL BORER 

Vayego® Forte introduces a new insecticide 
mode of action to the industry, containing 
480 g/L of the Group 28 insecticide 
tetraniliprole in a suspension concentrate 
formulation.  

Specifically targeting banana weevil borer in 
Cavendish and Lady Finger bananas, Market 
Development Agronomist with Bayer in 
North Queensland. 
   
A key benefit is that Vayego Forte doesn't 
cause mite flare, meaning growers don't have 
to worry about coming back to control that 
pest, which can be the result when using 
some other products. 

Source: Bayer AG 

IHARA LAUNCHES NEW LINE OF 
PRE-EMERGENT HERBICIDES IN 
BRAZIL 

Ihara has announced a new line of pre-
emergent herbicides called the "Herbicides of 
the Future" that were developed using 
innovative technology. According to the 
manufacturer, these are products that stand 
out for the “long residual, high selectivity and 
control” of the main resistant weeds in Brazil. 
 
Ihara's general marketing manager said that 
Weed competition is a growing problem in 
Brazil because for many years there have 
been no effective solutions for controlling 
weeds. These new products give us the 
certainty that we are contributing to the 
prosperity of agriculture, whether by the most 
effective protection of crops or by improving 
resistance management. 

Source: AgroNews 

UPL OPENS CLETHODIM FACILITY 
IN INDIA 

UPL Ltd. announced the opening of a state-
of-the-art manufacturing facility in Jhagadia, 
located in the state of Gujarat, India. The 
facility will support the production of 
clethodim, one of the largest selective post-
emergence herbicides in the world used to 
control annual and perennial grasses in a 
wide variety of crops. 
Clethodim was brought into the UPL product 
portfolio through the acquisition of Arysta 
LifeScience. 

Source: Agribusiness global 
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BASF INTRODUCES RENESTRA 
INSECTICIDE IN THE US 

BASF is introducing Renestra™ insecticide 
for the 2021 growing season. This new tool 
provides soybean farmers with a complete 
solution for controlling a wide range of insect 
pests and soybean aphids that have developed 
resistance to traditional chemistries. 
Consisting of both a pyrethroid and the 
unique Inscalis® insecticide active 
ingredients, Renestra insecticide provides 
knockdown and residual control of a broad-
spectrum of soybean pests, including 
resistant and non-resistant aphids, as well as 
a variety of other feeding insects. 

Source: BASF 

SYNGENTA’S WHEAT FUNGICIDE 
MIRAVIS® FLOWABLE REGISTERED 
IN JAPAN 

Syngenta Japan Co., Ltd. announced that the 
new wheat fungicide Miravis® Flowable was 
registered in Japan. Miravis® Flowable is an 

SDHI-based fungicide containing the new 
ingredient Adepidyn® (Pydiflumetofen). It 
has extremely excellent effect on the control 
of Fusarium head blight and can reduce DON 
(toxins produced by Fusarium spp.). 

Source: Syngenta Japan 

JINGBO AGROCHEMICAL’S 
‘INDOXACARB’ GRANTED 
REGISTRATION IN BRAZIL 

Chinese agrochemical company Jingbo 
Agrochemical was recently granted 
registration for its product, “indoxacarb,” by 
the Ministry of Agriculture of Brazil, 
successfully opening the door into the 
Brazilian market via the company’s 
independent registration. Brazil is one of the 
main markets where Jingbo Agrochemical is 
promoting indoxacarb, so the approval of the 
independent registration highlights the 
company’s ability to sell the product in 
Brazil, which will enhance its product sales.  

Source: Agronews 



 

AGROLOOK   10   Oct‐ Dec 2020 

 

BIOTECH NEWS 
 

MUSTGROW COMMENCES BANANA 
‘PANAMA DISEASE’ TESTING IN 
COLOMBIA 

MustGrow Biologics Corp. announces the 
commencement of testing of MustGrow’s 
proprietary TerraMG bio-pesticide 
formulation on the Panama Disease 
(Fusarium wilt TR4), a devastating disease 
pathogen ravaging the $25 billion global 
banana industry. MustGrow’s TerraMG bio-
pesticide has been proven to control soil-
borne diseases similar to Panama Disease. 

Source: MustGrow Biologics Corp. 

FARMER SURVEY REVEALS 
SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC, 
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS FROM GM 
CORN IN VIETNAM 

A farmer survey conducted in Vietnam 
revealed that planting genetically modified 
(GM) corn significantly reduced production 
cost, increased farmers' income, and 
decreased pesticide use. The findings support 
countless studies about the benefits of GM 
crops that were previously completed and 
published. The survey was conducted 
through personal interviews among 735 corn 
growers in different regions of Vietnam from 
2018 to 2019. The objective of the survey 
was to assess the farm-level economic and 
environmental effects of the use of GM corn 
that is insect resistant and herbicide tolerant. 
 

Source:  ISAAA 

ARGENTINA FIRST IN THE WORLD 
TO APPROVE DROUGHT TOLERANT 
HB4® WHEAT 

Argentina's Ministry of Agriculture has 
granted approval of Bioceres Crop 
Solutions' HB4 wheat event for growth and 
consumption. The HB4 trait 
increases wheat yields by up to 20% and is 
currently the only drought tolerance 
technology for wheat and soybean crops in 
the world. Argentina is Latin America's 
largest wheat producer and the world's first 
country to adopt HB4 drought tolerance 
technology for wheat. 
 
Argentina's regulatory clearance follows the 
approval of HB4 soybean which has been 
approved in the United States and Brazil. 
Commercialization of HB4 wheat in 
Argentina is contingent upon import approval 
in Brazil, which purchases just over 85% of 
its wheat from Argentina. Currently, 
regulatory processes for HB4 wheat are 
advancing in the US, Uruguay, Paraguay, 
and Bolivia. Bioceres also intends to initiate 
regulatory processes in Australia and Russia, 
as well as certain countries in Asia and 
Africa. 

Source: Crop Biotech 
 
GHANA'S SCIENTISTS TO SEEK 
COMMERCIAL APPROVAL FOR GE 
COWPEA 

Genetically engineered cowpea will be 
requested for commercial approval in Ghana 
in November, according to Savannah 

9
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Agricultural Research Institute (SARI). The 
Pod-borer resistant cowpea, which exhibits 
resistance to destructive Maruca pests, is 
currently undergoing an internal review 
process. Once this is done, the next step is to 
submit it to the National Biosafety Authority 
for environmental release. The Pod-borer 
resistant cowpea is expected to decrease 
spray from 10 times to 2 times only to control 
other pests that attack cowpea. 

 
Source: Crop Biotech 

 
AUSTRALIAN OGTR ISSUES LICENSE 
FOR COMMERCIAL RELEASE OF 
HERBICIDE TOLERANT COTTON 

Australia's Office of the Gene Technology 
Regulator (OGTR) has issued a license in 
response to application DIR 173 from 
Monsanto Australia Pty Ltd., authorizing the 
commercial release of cotton genetically 
modified for herbicide tolerance (MON 
88701). The release is authorized to take 
place throughout Australia. The GM cotton 
and products derived from GM cotton may 
enter general commerce, including use in 
human food and animal feed. Food Standards 
Australia New Zealand has approved the use 
in food of material derived from this GM 
cotton. 

Source: ISAAA 
 

KENYAN FARMERS START 
CULTIVATING BIOTECH COTTON 

Farmers in Kenya are finally 
planting biotech  cotton. This is after the 
Cabinet approved the commercial cultivation 
of Bt cotton in an effort to revive the cotton 
industry, boost textile and apparel 
manufacturing. Bt cotton has been 
genetically improved to resist infestation by 
the African Bollworm, the single most 
destructive cotton pest in Kenya. Over 200 Bt 
cotton on-farm demonstration plots have so 
far been planted in western Kenya with plans 
underway to expand to other parts of the 
country. This is in an effort to prepare 
farmers for successful commercialization by 
ensuring training on appropriate agronomic 
practices and stewardship. 
 

Source: ISAAA 
 
ARGENTINA BECOMES FIRST 
COUNTRY TO APPROVE GM WHEAT 
 
Argentina has become the first country to 
approve the growth and consumption of 
genetically modified wheat, the country's 
agriculture ministry announced. The 
ministry's scientific commission said in a 
statement released in Buenos Aires that it had 
approved a drought-resistant variety of wheat 
in the world's fourth-largest exporter of the 
crop. The National Commission for Science 
and Technology (CONICET) said in a 
statement that this is the first approval in the 
world for drought-tolerant genetic 
transformation in wheat. 
 

Source: Yahoo! Finance 
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