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The Global Agrochemical Market in 2018 - Preliminary Review
AgbioInvestor’s preliminary assessment of the global 
crop protection market in 2018 is based on the full year, 
using our initial analysis of the leading country markets 
coupled with reported company performances to date. 
This analysis indicates that the global agrochemical 
market used in both crop and non-crop situations at 
the ex-manufacturer level increased marginally by 
2.0% in 2018.

The Global Crop Protection Market 2018

The most significant factors which affected the crop 
protection market performance in 2018 were:-

 Normalization of inventory situation in most markets
	  Alleviation of high inventories, particularly in 

Brazil
 Improvement in agrochemical pricing
	  Product from China costlier due to increased 

cost of production
 Crop areas and weather
	  Rising temperatures and dryness in many areas, 

particularly central & north-western Europe
 Weed, disease and insect pest resistance
	  Presents opportunities for new products with 

novel modes of action
 GM crops
	  Increasing uptake of Enlist, Xtend and Intacta 

Other factors effecting was the growth, which was still 
held back by relatively weak farm economies in many 
countries where the market is led by the cultivation of 
major staple crops such as maize, soybean, wheat and 
oilseed rape / canola and the weakening of the US 
dollar against the euro.

Regional Market Overview

North America: In the US, a late start to the season 
impacted herbicide use, although fungicides performed 
well. Insect pressure was higher following hot weather 
conditions. Cotton production was impacted by 
hurricanes in the southeast. Agrochemical prices were 
generally higher in comparison to the previous year. 
In Canada, the market was hampered by hot and dry 
weather conditions. The effects of the ongoing US 
/ China trade dispute were generally felt in the US 
towards the latter half of the year through increased 
agrochemical pricing.

Latin America: The market in Argentina was impacted 
by drought conditions in many regions; however strong 
growth was recorded in Brazil, where a normalization 
of channel inventories led to higher prices and increased 

As can be seen in the table above, our preliminary 
view of the global agrochemical market in 2018 shows 
a year-on-year increase of 2.0% to $64,179 million, 
representing the second consecutive year of growth 
following downturns in the industry in 2015 and 2016.

Crop Protection Market Performance 2018
Year Value ($m) Nominal 

Change (%)
Constant $ 

Change (%)
2010 45,978 3.4 -0.1
2011 51,448 11.9 7.5
2012 54,831 6.6 9.7
2013 58,886 7.4 10.9
2014 61,885 5.1 7.3
2015 56,867 -8.1 6.9
2016 55,869 -1.8 2.0
2017 56,355 0.9 -0.4

2018P 57,644 2.3 2.0

Note: P= Preliminary value

Note: Market value is at ex-manufacturer level and average year exchange rates
Constant dollar change based on 2018 $ value and exchange rates P = preliminary

Global Agrochemical Market Value ($m.)
Year Crop 

Protection
Non-
Crop

Total 
Agro-

chemical

Agro-
chemical 

Change (%)
2010 45,978 5,715 51,693 +3.1
2011 51,448 6,076 57,524 +11.3
2012 54,831 6,264 61,095 +6.2
2013 58,886 6,404 65,290 +6.9
2014 61,885 6,491 68,376 +4.7
2015 56,867 6,237 63,104 -7.7
2016 55,869 6,458 62,327 -1.2
2017 56,355 6,568 62,923 +1.0

2018P 57,644 6,535 64,179 +2.0

- Allister Phillips, Ag Bio Investor
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volumes, although this was offset to a degree by 
unfavorable currency effects. The Brazilian market also 
benefited from strong cotton prices, as well as a strong 
increase in demand for soybeans from China due to 
the US/china trade dispute. Concerns regarding Asian 
Soybean Rust in Brazil benefited fungicides.

Europe: Sales were significantly impacted by very 
hot and dry conditions in many regions, particularly 
the north and west. This led to sharp declines in pest 
pressure and correspondingly had a detrimental effect 
on demand for fungicides and insecticides, although 
the strengthening of the euro against the dollar meant 
that the decline was less severe on currency conversion. 
The weather also led to a delayed planting of winter 
crops, which impacted herbicide sales. Other regions 
experienced more favorable conditions, with Southwest 
Europe benefiting from an increase in insect and disease 
pressure following warmer and wetter weather conditions. 
Weather conditions were also more favorable in Russia 
and Ukraine.

Asia Pacific: The market benefited from higher prices 
and increased volume sales. However, severe drought 
in Australia impacted market development, particularly 
for the winter crop. Expectations had previously been 
positive, leading to growers boosting purchases of crop 
protection products prior to the season commencing; 
however low product usage as the season progressed 
led to higher inventories. Dry conditions also held back 
growth in Indonesia and Malaysia. The Indian monsoon 
started well, however as the season progressed levels fell 
to below normal levels, holding back development of 
the Kharif crop. The Kharif maize crop was afflicted by 
infestation of fall armyworm, which boosted insecticide 
sales somewhat. The Japanese market was affected by 
unfavorably hot weather and several typhoons, although 
the market benefited from gains for herbicides. In China, 
lower volumes were offset by increased prices, whilst 
typhoons in the second half of the year were a negative.

MEA: South Africa benefited from recovery from the 
drought conditions in the previous year. Unfavorable 
exchange rates impacted growth in dollar terms in the 
Turkish market.

All regions recorded an increase in value in US dollar 
terms, with the strongest growth in Central & South 
America following improved market conditions in Brazil 
and gains in other country markets, however Argentina 
was impacted by drought. Although growth was recorded 
in Europe, this was primarily driven by southern and 
eastern regions, with north and central areas impacted 
by dry hot weather, whilst translation from the euro 
to the dollar benefitted results considerably, as sales 
declined by 1.0% in constant dollar terms in the region.

Regional Market Performance 2018 – Constant US 
Dollars (2017 baseline)

Region Nominal Change
2018-17 (%)

Constant Dollar
2018-17 (%)

North America 2.4 2.4

Central & South 
America

4.0 4.3

Europe 1.5 -1.0

Asia Pacific 1.6 1.8

Middle East / 
Africa

0.8 5.2

World 2.3 2.0

Regional Market Performance 2018 – Nominal US 
Dollars

Region 2018 2017 Growth 
2018/17 

(%)
North 
America

9,807 9,577 2.4

Central 
& South 
America

14,829 14,259 4.0

Europe 13,070 12,877 1.5

Asia Pacific 17,581 17,304 1.6

Middle East/ 
Africa

2,357 2,338 0.8

World 57,644 56,355 2.3
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Key factors impacting the America were a late start 
to the season in the US and dry weather conditions in 
Canada, particularly in key growing regions in the west. 

As a result of several major consolidation events that 
occurred recently, a direct comparison of company 

Global Crop Planted Areas and Production 2018
Crop Area Change Production Change

2018 2018/17 2018 2018/17
Ha. m. % Tonnes m. %

Wheat 217.05 -1.3 733.51 -3.9
Maize 188.63 -1.0 1,098.95 +2.1
Rice 162.60 +0.2 490.70 -0.7
Soybean 124.28 -3.9 367.50 +8.5
Oilseed 35.92 +1.6 70.92 -4.2
Sunflower 26.19 +2.4 50.44 +6.4
Cotton 33.10 -1.5 25.99 -3.5

Crop Trends 

performance versus the market is more challenging. 
The table below outlines the sales performances of key 
agrochemical companies that have reported their results 
over the first nine months of 2018. Company results 
were mainly positive; results for these companies are 
also presented on a pro-forma basis.

Crop area changes were variable in 2018, however 
the areas of both maize and soybean declined due to 
continuing low crops prices. Growers in many countries, 
notably China, switched focus away from row crops and 
towards higher value crops such as fruit & vegetables 
due to continuing low prices for key crop commodities 
such as wheat, maize and soybean.

Despite the reduced soybean area, production is 
expected to be up by 8.5%, leading to expectations 
for high global stocks. US stocks are expected to rise 
significantly, primarily due to the ongoing trade dispute 
with China, effectively removing the country as an 
export destination for US soybeans.

Company Agrochemical Sales First Nine Months 2018
Company Local 

Currency
First Nine Months First Nine Months % Change

2018 2017 2018/17
Local m. $m Local $m Local $m

Bayer € 9,605 11,468 7,314 8,130 31.3 41.1
Bayer (pro-forma) € 14,821 17,696 15,684 17,433 -5.5 1.5
BASF € 4,472 5,339 4,368 4,855 2.4 10.0
Corteva $ 4,728 4,728 4,519 4,519 4.6 4.6
FMC $ 3,186 3,186 1,665 1,665 91.4 91.4
FMC (pro-forma) $ 3,186 3,186 2,926 2,926 8.9 8.9
Adama $ 2,918 2,918 2,702 2,702 8.0 8.0
UPL ₹ 140,820 2,340 130,120 1,988 8.2 17.7
Sumitomo Chemical* ¥ 267,711 2,449 256,596 2,285 4.3 7.2
Arysta Life Science $ 1,417 1,417 1,317 1,317 7.6 7.6
Mitsui Chemicals Agro** ¥ 147,800 1,348 145,411 1,299 1.6 3.8
Nissan Chemical ¥ 54,315 497 49,859 444 8.9 11.9
Kumiai Chemical*** ¥ 54,131 492 47,879 426 13.1 15.5
Amvac $ 323 323 239 239 35.3 35.3

*Health & Crop Sciences / **Food & Packaging / ***Nine month period Nov-Jul

Source: USDA World Agricultural Production, Marketing 
Year 2018/19
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Global supplies of rice are also expected to increase, 
whilst reductions are expected on maize, wheat and 
cotton, which may lead to some price improvement; 
however, maize futures prices are not particularly positive 
due to high yields in certain key growing countries, 
notably the US.

Crop Commodity Export Prices 

There was some limited price improvement for wheat, 
and a more significant rise for rice, whilst maize and 
soybean prices experienced a marginal rise over 2017. 
The average annual rice price has reached its highest 
level since 2013.
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An improvement in weather conditions in 2019 could 
lead to further recovery in the value of the global crop 
protection market, although an El Niño weather event 
is forecast during the southern hemisphere summer, 
which could cause adverse conditions effecting the 
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Crop future prices are also indicating improvements 
as we move into 2019, a further factor benefitting the 
market is a continuation in the general trend of 
agrochemical price increases. This can primarily be 
attributed to the normalization of inventories in key 
markets, the implementation of tariffs on Chinese 
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Overview and Outlook

Since the decline in value which the market experienced 
in 2015 and 2016, recovery has been slow; however, 
the increase in 2018 represents the second consecutive 
year of growth. A key factor in the depressed market in 
recent years has been high crop stocks and weakening 
demand, leading to lower prices having an effect on 

farm profitability and purchasing. This negative factor 
was exacerbated by high inventory levels in several key 
markets, notably Brazil. As the situation has normalized 
throughout 2018, the value of the crop protection market 
has similarly experienced an upturn in value.

An improvement in weather conditions in 2019 could 
lead to further recovery in the value of the global crop 
protection market, although an El Niño weather event is 
forecast during the southern hemisphere summer, which 
could cause adverse conditions effecting the market.

Crop future prices are also indicating improvements 
as we move into 2019, a further factor benefitting 

the market is a continuation in the general trend of 
agrochemical price increases. This can primarily be 
attributed to the normalization of inventories in key 
markets, the implementation of tariffs on Chinese 
chemicals in the USA, as well as rising costs associated 
with manufacture in China due to the implementation 
of stricter regulatory controls on product manufacture.
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World News
INDIA

BIOAG WORLD CONGRESS 2019

Global BioAg Linkages with the support of its 
sponsor and associating partners organized BioAg 
World Congress 2019 in New Delhi, India. An event 
by the Industry, to discuss the importance of usage 
of biostimulants in crop protection and the great 
potential lying in this business sector across the globe.   
Biostimulants also provide a number of benefits in 
stimulating growth of plants and protecting them 
against stress of various types. They also reduce other 
chemical inputs thereby saving the environment and 
cost of cultivation. Speakers and delegates from all 
over the world collaborated and beholded the event. 
They called it an International Year for Biosolution 
in Agriculture.

Renowned speakers cautioned not to underestimate 
the power of microbes and explained how they can 
deliver solutions to existing issues in agriculture, for 
soil health, nutrition, pest and disease management 
as India has many biodiversity hotspots in soil and 
foliar microbiome. 

Although they have bright future but needs 
standardization.  

Presently, microbial products consist 15-30% of 
the bioproducts available in market. Combination 
of pesticidal chemicals, biological products and 
fertilizer can increase the quality as well as yield 
of agricultural produce.

It has been mentioned that soil degradation problem 
in Central Asia, can be solved by using biochar-
based fertilizer and microbial based bio stimulants. 
35 bio stimulants have been introduced in the global 
market, improving soil fertility, enhancing plant 
growth and yield. 

Next generation of technology may consist of 
customization at different levels of planting stages 
such as flowering, fruiting and ripening. 

Goals were made to produce more food by 2050, 
by using less area, less fertilizer and pesticides and 
avoiding four frustrating ‘R’s. - Resistance, resurgence, 
replacement, residues of pesticide management issues.
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ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON SUPPORTING FARMERS WITH QUALITY CROP 
PROTECTION PRODUCTS: CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES

Valagro introduced its innovative line of sustainable 
microbial-based solutions in compliance with the 
Biological Diversity Act

Successfully organised “The key role of Biologicals 
for Indian Agriculture” in conjunction with the 
BioAg World Congress~

New Delhi (India), 21st February 2019 - Valagro, 
a leading company in the production and marketing 
of biostimulants and nutritional specialities, launches 
the second edition of the Valagro for Future Farming 
project. The company intends to use this event to 
promote and strengthen, in its main target markets, 
its commitment to building tomorrow’s agriculture 
by developing and supplying increasingly innovative 
and sustainable solutions and technologies.

The launch of Valagro’s new line of microbial-
based solutions was the centrepiece of the event, 
entitled “The key role of Biologicals for Indian 
Agriculture”, held in Delhi in conjunction with the 
BioAg World Congress. Along with leading experts 
and opinion leaders in the sector, the company 
showcased Valagro’s development prospects in the 
field of biologicals, prospects pursued by the Group’s 
Indian subsidiary, Valagro BioSciences Ltd, following 
its achievement of compliance with the Biological 
Diversity Act (2002) from the National Biodiversity 
Authority (NBA) in relation to the use of 10 strains 
of bacteria/micro-organisms to produce solutions 
for the Indian agricultural market.

New Delhi, February 15, 2019: FICCI with the support 
of Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals and 
Department of Agriculture Cooperation & farmers 
Welfare, Govt. of India organized a roundtable meeting 
to discuss the various challenges, opportunities and 
encouraging quality crop protection products and the 
way forward.   The event was inaugurated by the chief 
guest Dr. Ashok Dalwai, Secretary and CEO, NRAA. 
Ministry of Agriculture officials, farmers, students, 
scientists and many delegates from agrochemical 
sector participated in this event.

Many issues were discussed with the spurious and 
illegal products active in the market. Serious concerns 
were raised regarding pesticide laced bio products. 
Recommendations were made to curb this dangerous 
trend in the agrochemical market that may pose 
serious risks to agriculture and farmers. 

The highlight of the event was the inauguration of the 
book ‘Public awareness about role of Agrochemicals 
for food security’ by Dr A.K Dikshit.
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MYTH ON CANCER INCIDENCES BY 
PESTICIDE 

It is widely accepted that “Crop protection chemicals 
are directly related with increasing cancer cases”. 
However, according to a write up by Dr. D. Kanungo’s 
‘Cancer in Malwa Region of Punjab-Ill-Founded 
Premises’ (published under FICCI banner), it may 
be a myth calling crop protection chemical as a 
prime culprit for increase in cancer cases in India 
and mainly in Malwa region of Punjab.

There is plethora of data available in his report on 
pesticides consumption over the years that does not 
support this conjecture. Listing from World Health 
Organization (WHO), showed, no mention of pesticide 
in its list of chemicals that have carcinogenic effect 
on humans. WHO termed 120 items in group one 
which are believed to be carcinogenic for humans, 
for instance Processed Red Meet, Alcohol, Coal tar, 
Tobacco and X-Ray. Interestingly, this list does not 
mention name of any crop protection chemical in it.

An inference made by the Department of Community 
Medicine, Department of Cytology and Gynaecological 
Pathology, Post Graduate Institution of Medical 
Education and Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, 
India, and other schools, concluded that the cancer 
cases and deaths are higher in Talwandi Sabo block 
(part of Malwa region of Punjab where there is very 
high use of pesticides), probably due to a cocktail of 
risk factors such as tobacco and alcohol, consumption 
of non-vegetarian and spicy food, high levels of 
heavy metals in water. It is difficult to pin-point a 
single cause as cancer is caused by multiple factors. 

Another study by Kaur & Kaur 2016, suggests that 
ground water of Punjab region had fluoride and 
uranium isotopic content in it with presence of other 
heavy metals which might have played a major role 
in increase of cancer cases in Punjab (Malwa) region. 

Looking at a contrasting image, as many states like 
Maharashtra and Telangana which are known to use 

higher percentage of chemicals do not have alarmingly 
high cases of cancer.  Another revelation suggests 
that Sikkim which is known for organic culture has 
got one of the highest cases of cancer in India in 
comparison with other states of the India. Nations 
like Singapore that are not much known in the world 
for their agrarian outputs only 0.87 % total land 
area is assigned to agricultural purposes has even 
higher number of cancer patients than India (ratio-
wise). Hence it could be seen that there seems to be 
no co-relation between the usage of pesticides and 
cancer incidence. 

It is also evident that till March 31st in the year 
2016 around 272 crop protection chemicals had been 
listed with controller body CIBRC, where none of the 
chemicals had been classified as carcinogenic agent.

An expert from national association for agriculture 
sciences said that, use of CPC’s are like use of 
anti-biotic, right amount is a must for safe remedy.

Apart from agriculture sector, use of pesticide is 
also playing a greater role in control of vectors of 
public health importance to contain the diseases like 
Malaria, Dengue, Chicken-Guinea etc.

The crop protection product benefits food production, 
profits for farmers and prevention of diseases. At 
present, India is combating with prompt challenges 
such as low productivity, stagnating crop yields, 
depleting ground water resources, climatic change, 
extreme events like drought and floods, lack of 
access to scientific agriculture technology. It is well 
known that technology is an enabler change. How 
will we go about doubling farmers’ income by 2022, 
if the crop protecting chemicals become banned? All 
in all, the country which is looking for ‘evergreen 
revolution’, fertilizers, crop protection, and irrigation 
have a decisive role to play.

Source:  Book by Dr. Debabrata Kanungo 
“Cancer in Malwa Region of Punjab  

– ILL FOUNDED PREMISES”
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the ecosystem of the state. With the ban on glyphosate, 
the number of pesticides banned in the state since 
2011 has risen to 28.

The rules state that, glyphosate can be used only 
in coffee plantations and lands that has not been 
cultivated. But the Minister of the state, have found 
that this is being used widely in paddy lands before 
planting is done. It is also being used to destroy the 
weeds around pineapple and plantain crops. This 
dangerous chemical is also used to destroy the grass 
that sprouts in between the inter-locking tiles laid 
upon house courtyards.

He further added that the practice of pesticide 
companies and their agents approaching farmers and 
instructing them on the use of their products has 
also been banned.

At the same time CCFI, is determined to take efforts 
to protect the legitimate rights of farmers to access 
and use pesticides registered under the Insecticide Act. 

With further addition to the debate the advisor added 
that investigations show there is very high yield loss 
in the State to pests and diseases due to restrictions 
put on pesticide use. The Act does not empower the 
State government to arbitrarily ban certain federally-
registered pesticides. It is under the Union list and 
therefore only the Central government can make laws 
through the Parliament.

Source: The newsminute

ACCELERATION IN SALES EXPECTED FOR 
AGRO CHEMICALS: INDIA

The Indian Agrochemical Industry is showing initial 
signs of recovery post severe pressures witnessed 
in the past 3 years mainly due to adverse timing & 
spatial distribution of rainfall, lower than expected 
pest incidence and short supply & increase in price 
of raw materials.

Better days are ahead with acceleration in sales growth 
and profit is expected led by rising exports (14.4% 

MONSANTO WINS AGAINST INDIAN 
SEED COMPANY IN DISPUTE OVER GMO 
COTTON PATENT

Monsanto India has received a favorable award from 
the arbitration panel in the proceedings against NSL 
(Nuziveedu Seeds Ltd).

MMB (Mahyo Biotech India) sells genetically 
modified (GM) cotton seeds under license to nearly 
40 Indian seed companies, which in turn sell the 
products to retailers.

NSL and two of its affiliates were among the 40. But 
NSL and its affiliates decided to stop paying royalties, 
or trait fees, to MMB in 2015, arguing that Indian 
law did not provide Monsanto with patent protection 
on its GM cotton seeds.

Monsanto had insisted it has patent protection in 
India and it therefore could collect royalties through 
bilateral contracts with the Indian seed companies.

Earlier the Supreme Court set aside an order by the 
Delhi High Court, which said that Monsanto could 
not claim patents on its GM cotton seeds.

India’s farm ministry has twice slashed royalties that 
local seed companies pay to Monsanto. The ministry 
has also cut cotton seed prices.

After a spate of unfavorable government orders and 
a tussle over royalty payments, Monsanto in 2016 
withdrew an application seeking approval for its next 
generation of GM cotton seeds in India.

Source: Reuters

GLYPHOSATE BANNED IN KERALA

The sale, distribution, and use of glyphosate products 
has been banned in the state of Kerala, India. Kerala 
Assembly quoted it as a part of the state’s efforts to 
gradually phase out pesticide use in the state. 

 Kerala University has been asked to submit a report 
within three months on the impact of glyphosate on 
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growth in volume at 2.5 lakh MT and 28.1% growth 
in value at US$ 1.7 billion YTDFY19) enabled by 
INR depreciation and cost competitiveness of domestic 
industry is expected with industry showing pricing 
power by passing on input cost increase and structural 
rise pest infestation due to global warming (Number 
of weeds up 86% between 2010-2016).

The structural growth story of the Indian agrochemicals 
industry is intact and is driven by both domestic and 
export business growth. Rise in labour cost (7.2% 
CAGR between FY14-17), scope for increasing 
yields (potential to increase framers profit by 12-
27%), competitive manufacturing cost and US$ 3 bn 
worth of agrochemicals going off-patent globally (26 
molecules going off-patent between 2017-2020) are 
the key growth drivers for the industry.

Source: Financial Express

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA TO APPROVE POTASSIUM 
SILICATE FUNGICIDE

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority (APVMA) has proposed the approval 
of Organic Crop Protectants’ (Clayton, Victoria) 
fungicide, Ecocarb Plus (potassium silicate + 
potassium bicarbonate).

Potassium silicate would be a new active ingredient 
in Australia. The product is for the control and 
suppression of various fungal diseases of viticultural 
and horticultural crops.

Source: Agrow

SOUTH AMERICA

ARGENTINA TO BAN THE BUTYRIC ESTERS 
OF 2-4D HERBICIDE

With the banning of 2-4D dichlorophenoxyacetic acid 
in the butyric and isobutyric esters formulation, the 
National Health and Quality Food and Agriculture 

Service (SENASA) will proceed for the prohibition 
of this popular hormonal herbicide.

According to the fundamentals of the proposed 
resolution, 2-4D herbicide, could cause damages to 
crops and forest due to the high volatility, and also 
affect people and the environment.

Sources in the chemical industry have explained that 
there is a huge demand of 2-4D herbicides from 
the farmers, they prefer esters formulations because 
they reach a better weed control, but its replacement 
ethylhexyl ester will be easy because there are some 
salt formulations already in the market, including 
the microemulsion.

Source: E-farm news

B R A Z I L  C O N F I R M S  I N S E C T I C I D E 
SULFOXAFLOR APPROVAL

The Brazilian national health surveillance agency, the 
ANVISA, has confirmed its approval of Corteva’s 
insecticide, sulfoxaflor (trade-marked as Isoclast), as 
a new active ingredient. The agency has added the 
insecticide to its monografia or list of approved AIs.

The approval is for its use as a foliar application 
on ten crops, including citrus fruits, cotton, maize, 
rice, soybeans and wheat. The listing followed a 
public comment period on the agency’s November 
recommendation. Its full commercial approval also 
requires the assent of the environmental agency, the 
IBAMA, and the Ministry of Agriculture.

Source: Agrow Informa

R U S S I A N  A U T H O R I T I E S  D E T E C T 
GLYPHOSATE TRACES IN IMPORTED 
BRAZILIAN SOYBEANS

Russian authorities have reported the detection of 
traces of glyphosate herbicide in loading soybeans 
imported from Brazil.
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In the same regard, the European Union renewed its 
authorisation of glyphosate for five years in November 
2017, but the French President has vowed to outlaw 
its use in France by 2021.

The company on the other hand is appealing to the 
Court’s ruling, saying that scientific studies have 
proven glyphosate’s safety.

Health Canada on the other has over ruled this and 
has selected a group of 20 of its own scientists to 
evaluate the notices of objection. They found that no 
pesticide regulatory authority in the world currently 
considers glyphosate to be a cancer risk to humans 
at the levels at which humans are currently exposed. 

They assured that they will continue to monitor for 
new information related to glyphosate, including 
regulatory actions from other governments, and will 
take appropriate action if risks of concern to human 
health or the environment are identified.

Source: Phys.org

A TOMATO AROMA COULD PROTECT THE 
CROPS AGAINST BACTERIA

Researchers from the Institute of Molecular and 
Cellular Plant Biology of the Polytechnic University 
of Valencia (UPV) and the Superior Council of 
Scientific Research (CSIC) have shown that an aroma 
emitted by tomatoes can protect other crops from 
infections or drought.

According to the study, which has been published 
in the journal “Frontiers in Plant Science”, tomatoes 
emit volatile compound, called “hexenyl butyrate” 
(HB), to resist the attacks of bacteria, and could be 
used in other plants.

The researcher of the Institute of Molecular and 
Cellular Plant Biology, proposed that the application 
of this compound would allow the agricultural sector 
to have a new natural strategy to improve the yield 
of crops.

The Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture on the other 
hand has pointed out that the detected levels are more 
than 100 times lower than the Codex Alimentarius 
limits and therefore should not constitute a health risk. 

It notes that maximum residue limits (MRLs) in Brazil 
are 10 parts per million, a more stringent value than 
that defined in the 20 ppm of Codex Alimentarius. 

According to the ministry, the Brazilian authorities 
have begun an internal inquiry and are in permanent 
contact with their Russian counterparts, in order to 
avoid a repetition of the case.

Source: Agrow

EUROPEAN UNION

ITALY OKAYS TONALE HERBICIDE

The Italian Ministry of Health has approved 
domestic agrochemical company Sipcam’s herbicide, 
Tonale (mesotrione 75 g/litre + terbuthylazine 375 
g/litre + clomazone 40 g/litre). The suspension 
microencapsulated formulation is the result of 
Sipcam’s patented Microplus technology.

Tonale offers wide spectrum control of broad-leaved 
weeds and grasses, such as Abutilon spp, Chenopodium 
spp and Acalypha spp and is for either pre-emergence 
or early post-emergence application on maize. It is 
a contact and residual action herbicide.

Source: Agrow Informa

FRANCE TAKES WEED-KILLER OFF MARKET 
AFTER COURT RULING

French authorities have banned the sale of a 
controversial weed-killer Roundup following a court 
ruling in which the regulators failed to take safety 
concerns into account when clearing the widely used 
herbicide.

Environmental activists hailed the ruling, and stated 
that, it’s a major verdict as the court determined that 
all products with glyphosate are probably carcinogens.
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The experts also pointed out that the treatments 
with this compound would protect the crops against 
biotic and abiotic stresses in a simple, cheap and 
very effective way.

This compound also stands out for its zero toxicity 
(since its use is also approved for food) and its low 
cost, the university reports.

According to IBMCP, it’s very easy to synthesize 
and is a very effective compound that does not 
require large doses. Researchers have shown that 
the treatment of tomato plants with said compound 
causes the stomatal closure, protecting them against 
infection by the bacterium “Pseudomonas syringae”.

The study adds that it could also be used to control 
the development and ripening processes, allowing the 
treated plants to enter a kind of induced “lethargy”, 
since the stomatal closure entails a delay in the 
development processes. This could give the producer 
a new strategy to control harvesting schedules and 
allow them to adapt better to the market’s needs.

Source: Fresh plaza

FRENCH ANSES GIVES ALL CLEAR TO SDHI 
FUNGICIDES

The French food safety agency, the ANSES, has 
concluded after a review that the agricultural use of 
succinate dehydrogenase inhibitor (SDHI) fungicides 
does not require any approval modification. The agency 
conducted an independent expert review after a group 
of scientists raised concerns about the potential risks 
of the fungicides. The experts took into account all 
available scientific data to determine, whether the 
fungicides constituted a health alert.

The ANSES pointed out that the level of total 
dietary exposures relative to currently established 
toxicological thresholds is low and exceedances 
of maximum residue limits for these AIs are rare. 
Furthermore, these AIs are rapidly metabolized and 
eliminated.

Currently, 11 SDHI AIs are included in agrochemical 
products approved in France.

Source: ANSES

EU APPROVAL PERIODS TO BE EXTENDED 
FOR 42 AIs

EU agrochemical approval periods are to be extended 
by one year for 42 active ingredients, due to ongoing 
delays in procedures for renewing the approvals. 
The new expiry date will be February 29th 2020 for 
the fungicides, Fluazinam, Flutolanil, the herbicide, 
Benfluralin, and the plant growth regulator, Mepiquat. 

April 30th 2020 will be the expiry date for: 
the fungicides ,  Cyprodini l ,  Epoxiconazole , 
Fosetyl, Mepanipyrim, Metconazole, Metrafenone, 
Pyrimethanil, Tolclofos-methyl, Triticonazole and 
Ziram; the herbicides, Clodinafop, Clopyralid, 
Dichlorprop-P, Rimsulfuron and Triclopyr; the 
insecticides, Pirimicarb, Spinosad and Thiacloprid; 
the insecticide/acaricide, Abamectin; the acaricide, 
Fenpyroximate; and the PGR, Trinexapac.

EU member states voted in favour of the extensions 
in December and they will come into force following 
publication in the EU Official Journal.

Source: Genetic Literacy

NORTH AMERICA

C A N O L A  F A R M E R S  P U S H  B A C K 
AGAINST CANADA’S ATTEMPT TO BAN 
NEONICOTINOIDS

In an attempt to follow European Union’s footstep, 
Health Canada is moving to ban the use of neonic 
pesticides due to concerns about their impact on bees 
and other wildlife. But many farmers are fighting to 
maintain the status quo.

Health Canada proposed a ban on neonics that would 
phase out the chemicals in the next three to five 
years Canola growers, unhappy with the move said 
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that the ban would increase costs and put their crops 
at risk of being lost to flea beetles. They said other 
types of pesticides are not as effective and therefore 
require higher volumes to be applied to crops.

The Chairman of the Alberta Canola Producers 
Commission expressed that the alternatives are worse 
— worse for the environment, worse for farmers who 
are applying it. When asked for public feedback, 
canola farmers obliged with letters detailing their 
concerns.

He further added that neonics are safe for farmers to 
handle, they have little impact on the environment 
and are very effective in controlling pests.

Source: Genetic Literacy



US APPROVES RELOAD FUNGICIDE & 
CEREAL GRAMINICIDE

Belgian company Belchim Crop Protection’s US 
business, has received US approval for the fungicide, 
ReLoad (mono and dibasic sodium, potassium and 
ammonium phosphites).

It provides preventive control of diseases such as 
downy mildews and Phytophthora spp on a range 
of fruit and vegetable crops. The product acts by 
inhibiting mycelial growth and by triggering systemic 
acquired resistance in plants.

Similarly, Syngenta has also received US approval for 
a new cereal graminicide based on established active 
ingredients. Axial Bold (pinoxaden + fenoxaprop-
ethyl) will be available for use on wheat and barley 
this season.

It controls a broad spectrum of grass weeds including 
wild oats, foxtails, Italian ryegrass and barnyard grass.

Source: Agriinforma
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Company Net Sales 2018
(₹ CR)

Net Sales 2017
(₹ CR)

Net Profit 2018
(₹ CR)

Net Profit 2017
(₹ CR)

Coromandel Int. 3049.47 2694.87 154.32  172.13

Basf India 1404.99 1278.74 -38.37 06.92

Monsanto India 152.61 183.74 38.95 63.34

Bayer Cropscience 621.00 479.70 27.50 10.70

Sharda Cropchem 346.72 269.48 5.48 35.23

Insecticides India Ltd. 215.74 175.93 93.85 76.28

PI industries 642.80  537.74 87.00 80.65

COMPANY NEWS
FINANCIAL HEIGHLIGHTS OF INDIAN COMPANIES- Q3 2018-19

Source: Moneycontrol

UPL COMPLETES THE ACQUISITION OF 
ARYSTA LIFESCIENCE

UPL has completed its acquisition of Platform 
Specialty Products’ agrochemical business, Arysta 
LifeScience. The deal was agreed for $4.2 billion 
in July 2018. The final approval for the transaction 
came from the European Commission.

The “new UPL” becomes one of the top five 
agricultural solutions companies globally, with 
approximately $5 billion in combined total sales, 
and earnings before interest, tax, depreciation and 
amortisation (EBITDA) of around $1 billion.

Arysta was one of the earliest entrants into the 
biologicals area. UPL is making the acquisition 
through its international arm, UPL Corporation.

Source: PR news wire

BAYER CROPSCIENCE INAUGURATES 
FORMULATION PLANT IN INDIA

Bayer Crop Science has inaugurated a new plant at 
its Himatnagar site in North Gujarat, India. The site 

now has five state-of-the-art formulation plants which 
is spread over 4.3 acres, and employs 104 full-time 
workers. With this plant, the company will expand 
its production of Suspension Concentrates. These 
eco-friendly formulations will be used in Bayer’s 
Crop Protection and Environmental Science products. 

Senior Bayer Representative stated that this new plant 
will enable us to expand our production capacity 
by 25 per cent and will support the growth of our 
Crop Protection and Environmental Science business 
in South Asia.

The site commenced operations in 1991 with the 
production of Folidol dust formulations. Over the 
years, it has undergone significant changes with the 
introduction of new generation formulations like 
Suspension Concentrates (SC), Water dispersible 
granules (WG) and Oil dispersion (OD).

As of today, the site is a major exporter of WG 
products to various regions across the world.

Source: Essence Chem
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BIOTECH NEWS 

CHINA GRANTS FIVE NEW GM CROP 
IMPORT APPROVALS

In a move to boost its overseas grains purchases, 
China approved five genetically modified crops 
for import in about 18 months.  Two of the newly 
approved products are — BASF’s RF3 canola and 
Bayer-owned Monsanto’s glyphosate-tolerant MON 
88302 canola — that had been waiting six years 
for permission.

The other approved products were DowDuPont Inc’s 
DP4114 corn and DAS-44406-6 soybean, as well as 
the SYHT0H2 soybean developed by Bayer Crop 
Science and Syngenta but now held by BASF.

China does not allow the planting of genetically 
modified food crops, but imports of GM crops such 
as soybeans and corn for animal feed are fine. The 
ministry also announced the extension of import 
approvals for 26 other GM crops by a further three 
years.

Source: Shanghai Daily

FIRST-EVER RULE FOR GMO LABELLING, 
IMPLEMENTATION IN 2020: USDA

The U.S. Department of Agriculture laid out its 
first-ever requirements for labelling of genetically 
engineered, or GMO, foods as early as 2020, the 
rule received praise from some farmers and criticism 
from consumer groups. Consumers have been pushing 
for years for greater transparency over what is in 
their food, fighting pushback from farmers who fear 
the labelling would curb demand for genetically 
engineered ingredients and food companies which 
said the label changes would be costly and confusing.

The released details by the USDA came more than 
two years after lawmakers agreed on the requirements. 
The agency has been reviewing feedback from 
farmers, food companies and consumers. According 
to Agricultural Secretary, these given requirements 
ensures clear information and labelling consistency 
for consumers about the ingredients in their food.

But consumer groups in a contrasting image criticized 
the USDA for saying companies need to use the term 
“bioengineered” rather than the more commonly used 
terms “genetically engineered” or “GMO.”

Source: Reuters

NIGERIA MOVES FORWARD TO BT COWPEA 
COMMERCIALIZATION

The National Biosafety Management Agency (NBMA) 
presented, Bt crop, known as pod borer resistant 
(PBR) cowpea. With its launch, Nigeria is on the 
road towards the commercialization of Bt cowpea. 
The potential benefits of the crop were highlighted 
in the event, which was aimed at getting comments 
from scientists, farmers, policy makers, civil society 
organizations, experts, faith-based organizations, and 
the media.

The principal investigator of PBR cowpea, discussed 
how the GM crop was developed as well as its 
safety based on the risk assessment on food and 
environment conducted.

 A 21-day public comment period was published in 
three national newspapers and the NBMA website to 
allow stakeholders to submit their comments about 
the crop. It is projected that the Bt crop will be 
released into the Nigerian market in 2020.

Source: Isaaa
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DO ORGANIC FARMS REALLY PRODUCE 
‘CHEMICAL FREE, HEALTHIER FOOD’?

Wall Street Journal op-ed entitled “The Organic 
Industry Is Lying to You,” described the ways organic 
industries misrepresent the benefits of their products 
and broadcast spurious concerns about modern 
genetic engineering of crop plants – in other words, 
mendaciously trashing the competition.

Many organic-approved pesticides pose significant 
environmental and human health risks. They include 
nicotine sulfate, which his highly toxic to warm-
blooded animals; another is copper sulfate, a widely-
used broad-spectrum organic pesticide that persists 
in the soil and is the most common residue found 
in organic food. 

The European Union determined that copper sulfate 
may cause cancer and is intended to ban it, but 
backed off because organic farmers don’t have good 
alternatives.

More than two dozen synthetic chemical pesticides 
are permitted in organic agriculture, and organic 
farmers are demanding more. The reason is revealing, 
organic practices are so primitive and inferior that 
constantly challenged organic farmers periodically 
go whining to USDA’s National Organic Standards, 
which rubber-stamps their requests for new chemicals 
to be approved.

At one time, perhaps, organics might have been 
viewed as an underdog deserving favored treatment, 
but today it’s a thriving multi-billion-dollar industry 
– thriving in large part because of dishonesty. And 
this was due to a widespread-pattern of research-
informed and intentionally-deceptive marketing 
and paid advocacy, much of which systematically 
disparages genetic engineering or pesticides.

Source: Genetic Literacy

IRAN APPROVES FIVE GMOs FOR USE IN 
FOOD

Iran has approved five genetically modified herbicide-
tolerant soybean products for use in food. They include 
four single event products: Dow AgroSciences’ stacked 
DAS44406 and its DAS68416; BASF’s BPS-CV127; 
Bayer Crop Science division’s FG072; and Bayer’s 
stacked Liberty Link (FG072xGM006).

CV127 confers tolerance to sulfonylurea herbicides, 
DAS44406 confers tolerance to glufosinate-ammonium, 
glyphosate and 2,4-D herbicides, DAS68416 to 
glufosinate and 2,4-D, FG072 to glufosinate and 
isoxaflutole herbicides, while the double event 
Liberty Link is tolerant to glufosinate, glyphosate 
and isoxaflutole.

Source: Crop Biotech
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