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WORLD NEWS 

INDIA 

INDIA SAYS LOCUST CONTROL 

OPERATIONS CARRIED OUT IN 10 

STATES 

India's agricultural ministry said that it had 

carried out locust control operations on 

522,897 hectares of land in 10 states from 

April to August this year. The ministry said 

control operations were carried out during 

day and night time on Sunday at 46 places in 

seven districts of Rajasthan and in Kutch 

district of Gujarat. 

The ministry said drones and a Bell 

helicopter have been deployed. Indian Air 

Force also conducted trials in anti-locust 

operation by using a Mi-17 helicopter. 

According to the ministry, no significant crop 

losses have been reported in Gujarat, Uttar 

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Chhattisgarh, Bihar and Haryana. However, 

some minor crop losses have been reported in 

some districts of Rajasthan. 

Locust is a short-horned grasshopper of 

migratory habit, which attacks crops or green 

vegetation. It could cause extensive damage 

due to its feeding behavior. Officials say the 

locust swarms usually enter the scheduled 

desert area of India through Pakistan for 

summer breeding in June and July with the 

advent of monsoon. This year, however, the 

incursions of locust hoppers and pink swarms 

have been reported much earlier. The 

migratory pest has the ability to fly hundreds 

of kilometers collectively. 

Source: The Tribune Trust 

PUNJAB LAUDS FARMERS FOR CROP 

DIVERSIFICATION 

Punjab Chief Minister lauded the state's 

farmers for successful diversification of 

crops over nearly 2.28 lakh hectares area out 

of the traditional paddy cultivation cycle in 

the current Kharif sowing season. 

The success of the farmers in their 

diversification efforts, even amid the COVID 

pandemic, has also been recognized by the 

Ministry of Agriculture, Cooperation and 

Farmers' Welfare, the government of India, 

said the chief minister. 

The diversification across 2.28 lakh hectares 

will help save nearly 2.7 billion cubic meter 

of ground water and about Rs 200 crore 

power consumption in the state, thus 

supporting the Punjab government's efforts to 

preserve the scarce water resources, said 

Singh in an official statement here. 

While reviewing the sowing activities in the 

state, the CM said that despite migratory 

labor shortage in the ongoing kharif season, 

the state has not only completed its Kharif 

sowing but has also continued to fulfil its 

objective of diversification even in these 

difficult times. 

Additional Chief Secretary (ACS), 

Development, informed the CM that Basmati 

sowing has been completed across 6.50 lakh 

hectares, against 6.30 lakh hectares last year. 

It is expected that acreage under Basmati will 

touch about 6.75 to 7 lakh hectares in Punjab 

this year. 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-6796.htm
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The state government's concerted push to use 

the direct seeding of rice technology is 

expected to save both ground water and 

power consumption, along with the natural 

resources of Punjab, said Tiwari. 

Around 5.50 lakh hectares of Paddy sowing 

had been undertaken this year through DSR. 

The ACS informed the meeting that cotton 

cultivation has been carried out across 5.01 

lakh hectares, which is 1.09 lakh hectares 

more compared to previous year acreage of 

3.92 lakh hectares. Last year, the state 

recorded its highest cotton productivity of 

806 Kg lint per hectare. 

Acreage under maize too has seen an increase 

of 0.83 lakh hectares from the previous year. 

Last year, Maize was sown in 1.60 lakh 

hectares in comparison to 2.43 lakh hectares 

for the current season. 

Similarly, the state has achieved an increase 

of 5,000 hectares under pulses cultivation and 

1,000 hectares under sugarcane cultivation 

Source: Outlook India 

PUNJAB BANS SALE, USE OF NINE 

AGRO-CHEMICALS  

The Punjab government ordered a ban on the 

sale and use of nine agro-chemicals, after the 

agriculture department found that these were 

still being used by farmers though they 

adversely impacted the quality of rice. 

The ban is aimed at protecting the paddy 

quality, which is critical to its export and 

remunerative pricing in the international 

market, said an official statement. 

Chief Minister who also hold the agriculture 

portfolio, has approved the ban of Acephate, 

Triazophos, Thiamethoxam, Carbendazim, 

Tricyclazole, Buprofezin, Carbofuron, 

Propiconazole and Thiophanate Methyl, 

under Section 27 of the Insecticides Act, 

1968 with immediate effect. 

Agriculture Secretary said these agro-

chemicals were non-conducive to the 

farmers’ interest, besides resulting in 

degradation of quality. They also posed a risk 

of higher pesticide residues in rice grain than 

the Maximum Residual Level (MRL) fixed 

by the government, the official said. 

Source: The Hindu 

NORTH AMERICA 

 
US EPA ANNOUNCES PROPOSAL TO 

ADD CHITOSAN TO THE LIST OF 

ACTIVE INGREDIENTS PERMITTED 

IN EXEMPTED MINIMUM RISK 

PESTICIDE PRODUCTS 

On August 20, 2020, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) announced that it is 

seeking to add chitosan to the list of active 

ingredients allowed for in minimum risk 

pesticides exempted from pesticide 

registration requirements under Federal 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

(FIFRA) Section 25(b).  A minimum risk 

product must meet six specific conditions to 

be exempted from pesticide registration.  One 

of those conditions is that the active 

ingredient in the minimum risk pesticide be 

one that is listed specifically by EPA.  If 

added to the list of minimum risk pesticide 

active ingredients, pesticide products 
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containing chitosan could qualify as 

minimum risk pesticides provided the other 

conditions are also satisfied (e.g., using inert 

ingredients approved by EPA for use in 

minimum risk pesticides, not making any 

public health claims). 

Chitosan is a naturally occurring polymer 

that is derived from the shells of 

crustaceans.  It is currently registered as a 

fungicide, antimicrobial agent, and plant 

growth regulator that boosts the ability of 

plants to defend against fungal 

infections.  For uses as a plant growth 

regulator, chitosan is applied to treat field 

crops, ornamentals, turf, home gardens, and 

nurseries.  Target pests include early and late 

blight, downy and powdery mildew, and gray 

mold.  As an antimicrobial agent, chitosan is 

used on textiles to protection the fabric from 

bacterial and fungal growth.  Chitosan is 

exempt from the requirement for a pesticide 

tolerance. 

Source: Pesticide Law & Policy Blog 

US EPA PROPOSES REGISTRATION 

OF NEW HERBICIDE TO AID IN 

RESISTANCE MANAGEMENT 

EPA proposes tiafenacil for pre-plant and 

pre-emergence burndown use in corn (all 

types except sweet corn), cotton, soybeans 

and wheat. Proposed post-emergence uses 

include directed burndown in grapes, 

burndown in fallow and non-crop areas, and 

as a crop desiccant in cotton. There are no 

residential uses for tiafenacil proposed in this 

decision. 

Tiafenacil is expected to be useful for 

herbicide-resistance management. It provides 

an alternative for controlling glyphosate -

resistant Palmer amaranth in cotton, 

suppressing glyphosate-resistant marestail in 

corn and soybeans, and controlling water 

hemp in corn and soybean. 

The need for additional tools such as 

tiafenacil to manage these resistant weeds is 

growing, as herbicide resistance presents a 

significant financial, production and pest 

management issue for growers throughout 

the nation. 

EPA assessed tiafenacil for registration on 

soybean, corn and cotton as a workshare with 

Canada’s Pesticide Management Regulatory 

Agency (PMRA), with both agencies 

conducting separate assessments and then 

sharing results. 

The database for tiafenacil indicates the 

chemical is generally low risk to non-target 

organisms other than plants, so most 

mitigation measures deal with avoiding 

contact with non-target plants. No other 

substantial risk mitigation was deemed 

necessary for the proposed uses. 

EPA has not identified any dietary, 

residential, aggregate or occupational risks of 

concern for human health; therefore, no 

mitigation is being proposed. Tiafenacil is 

proposed to be registered as one technical 

product and two end-use products. 

The public comment period for this proposed 

decision will be open for 30 days, closing on 

Aug. 30, 2020.  

Source: U.S. EPA 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-966.htm
http://www.agropages.com/CompanyDirectory/CList---glyphosate-1.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1307.htm
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LATIN AMERICA 

BRAZILIAN MINISTRY OF 

AGRICULTURE REGISTERS 38 

GENERIC CROP PROTECTION 

PRODUCTS 

The Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture has 

registered 38 new crop protection products 

all of which use active ingredients previously 

registered in the country, according to Act 43 

of the Department of Plant Health and 

Agricultural Inputs of the Department of 

Agricultural Defense that was published on 

July 31, in the Official Gazette. 

“The new records are important because they 

reduce the concentration of the pesticide 

market and increase competition, which 

results in fairer trade and lower production 

costs for Brazilian agriculture,” stated the 

general coordinator of agrochemicals and 

similar products, Bruno Breitenbach. 

Among the products registered, 13 are 

biological products, 11 of which are 

composed of microorganisms such as 

Beauveria bassiana, Bacillus 

amyloliquefaciens or Metarhizium 

anisopliae, which are biological pest control 

agents that attack Brazilian crops. Another 

product uses the Cotesia flavipes wasp for the 

biological control of the sugarcane borer. 

Another low-impact product that uses an oil 

extracted from the Azadirachta indica plant 

of Indian origin known as Neem and has 

natural insecticidal effects, which can even 

be used for organic crops. 

In addition to the Neem extract, four other 

products of biological pesticides are 

authorized for use in pest control of organic 

crops. In all, in 2020, 45 products were 

considered to be of low impact (biological 

and organic). 

Source: Global Crop Protection 

RECORD OF AGRO-INDUSTRIAL 

EXPORTS IN ARGENTINA 

The agro-industrial complexes of the 

Argentine Republic continue to stimulate the 

external accounts of the national economy. 

Among the chains of barley, sunflower, corn, 

soybeans and wheat, 52.5 million tons were 

exported in the first half of the year, the 

highest volume on record for the January-

June period, as reported by INDEC. 

In relation to the corn complex, with an 

increase in export volume of 17% to 20.1 

million tons, it has not only touched a record 

in volume but it has also been very close to 

number 1 in export agro-industrial 

complexes, being surpassed only by the 

soybean complex with shipments of 20.6 Mt.  

The wheat complex, meanwhile, achieved a 

19% advance in the volume of shipments, 

thus exceeding 9 million tons, also a record 

for the first half of the year. Participation in 

the total thus reached 14%, recovering 2 

percentage points with respect to the mark of 

the previous year but still behind the 16% it 

touched in 2018 and 15% in 2017. 

For its part, the barley complex, whose 

dispatches have fallen by 31% compared to 

the first half of the previous year, greatly 

affected by the impact of the coronavirus 

pandemic in the demand for industrial 

products that use this crop as an input, while 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-6490.htm
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that the dispatches of the sunflower complex 

fell 27%. 

Regarding the star of Argentine foreign trade, 

the soybean complex, shipments in volume 

fell 1% to 20.6 Mt compared to the previous 

year, being 5% below the average of the last 

five years.  

Among the five agribusiness complexes 

selected, 80% of the total volume of 

Argentine exports in the first half of the year 

was explained, a stable participation in 

relation to the mark of the previous year.  

The set of the five agro-industrial chains 

generated a foreign exchange income of US 

$ 13,631 million dollars in the first half of the 

current year, practically equalizing the US $ 

13,705 million that was exported of all the 

other goods and services that Argentina sold 

abroad between January and June 2020. 

Source: e-Farm News AR 

 

EUROPEAN UNION 
 

FRANCE TO EASE PESTICIDE BAN 

FOR SUGAR BEET TO CURB CROP 

LOSSES 

The French government will propose lifting a 

ban on certain pesticides blamed for harming 

bees to protect sugar beet crops that have 

been ravaged by insects this year said the 

agriculture ministry. The government plans 

to support a legislative amendment in 

parliament later this year to exempt sugar 

beet for up to three years from a general ban 

on neonicotinoids. 

Sugar beet growers blame the ban on the 

neonicotinoid group of crop chemicals for 

insect attacks that could decimate yields this 

year and say this further threatens the French 

sugar sector after a price slump in recent 

years already led to factory closures. 

“French sugar beet producers are facing an 

unprecedented crisis: the jaundice virus 

transmitted by aphids has developed 

massively across France’s growing regions 

and is going to impact heavily sugar beet 

production,” the ministry added. 

In addition to the proposed re-authorization 

of neonicotinoid pesticides for sugar beet in 

time for next year’s spring planting, the 

ministry said 5 million euros ($5.9 million) 

would be offered to support research into 

alternatives to neonicotinoids. 

Source: Reuters 

EUROPEAN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

URGES UKRAINE TO UNLOCK 

REGISTRATION OF 

AGROCHEMICALS 

The European Business Association (EBA) 

has addressed Prime Minister of Ukraine 

with a request to resume the work of the 

system of state registration of pesticides and 

agrochemicals, which was suspended in late 

May 2020, according to a statement posted 

on the association’s website. 

According to the member companies of the 

EBA Agrochemical Committee, the 

problems have become relevant since the 

renaming of the Ministry of Energy and 

Environmental Protection of Ukraine and the 

establishment of the Ministry of 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1050.htm
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Environmental Protection and Natural 

Resources. 

“At the end of May, the Scientific Expert 

Council at the Ministry recommended 100 

chemical products as a result of the meeting. 

However, as of today, the Ministry of 

Environmental Protection and Natural 

Resources has not yet made a decision on 

their registration. Therefore, the 

abovementioned chemical products are not 

included in the State Register of pesticides 

and agrochemicals approved for use in 

Ukraine,” the EBA said. 

Source: open4business 

GERMANY DRAFTS LAW TO 

REDUCE PESTICIDE USE TO HELP 

SAVE INSECTS 

A draft law has been drawn up to try to fight 

the decline of the insect population in 

Germany. The law would see the banning of 

floodlights from dusk as well as increased 

controls on the use of weed killers and 

insecticides. 

Saving the insects in Germany 

The new draft law notes that "insects play an 

important role in the ecosystem... But in 

Germany their numbers and their diversity 

has severely decline in recent years." In a bid 

to fight this, therefore, the law will look at 

protecting natural habitats and introduce 

stricter controls on the use of nighttime 

lighting and insecticides.  

Some of the proposed measures include 

banning insect light traps outdoors, as well as 

flood lights between dusk and dawn for 10 

months of the year. Any new outdoor lights, 

like streetlights, would also have to be 

installed in a way that would minimize the 

effects on plants, insects and other animals. 

The draft law, which the country’s 

environmental ministry (BMU) hopes to be 

approved in October, is part of the German 

government’s so-called “insect protection 

action plan”. It will also ban the use of 

insecticides and weed killers within five to 10 

metres of water bodies in the country’s 

national parks. 

Reducing pesticides 

Pressure is now building on the Ministry of 

Food and Agriculture to make good on 

promises regarding the reduction of the use 

of pesticides. Last year, Germany announced 

it would phase out the herbicide glyphosate 

as part of its insect protection plan. The 

German Nature Conservation Association 

(DNR) has called on the Minister for Food 

and Agriculture, to deliver on the promise of 

stopping the use of glyphosate by 2023. 

Environmentalists have welcomed the 

reforms put forward in the new draft law but 

have joined calls for further action from the 

agriculture ministry 

Source: IAM EXPAT 

ISO APPROVES 3 NEW PESTICIDE 

COMMON NAMES 

The ISO Technical Committee on Common 

Names for Pesticides has provisionally 

approved 3 new active ingredient common 

names in March and June 2020, according to 
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the Compendium of Pesticide Common 

Names (CPCN). 

 Nicofluprole is a phenylpyrazole 

insecticide from Bayer AG, 

development code BCS-CY39089. 

 Epyrifenacil is a phenyluracil 

herbicide from Sumitomo Chemical 

Co., Ltd, development code S-3100. 

 Cyproflanilide is a diamide 

insecticide from CAC Nantong 

Chemical Co., development code 

CAC-I-785. 

Source: Alan Wood 

CHINA 

CHINA FINDS FALL ARMYWORM IN 

NORTHEAST CORN BELT 

China has found destructive fall armyworm 

in Liaoning province in its northeastern corn 

belt for the first time, state media reported. 

The destructive pest, which first arrived in 

China in January 2019, is moving north 

across the country at a much faster pace 

lately, due to the impact of Typhoon Hagupit. 

The report comes as China moves to 

guarantee food security as various 

disruptions like flooding, drought and a 

global coronavirus pandemic, threatened to 

disrupt its grains supplies. The insect was 

also detected in Shunyi district in Beijing 10 

days earlier than when the pest reached the 

capital city last year, according to Beijing 

News. 

Fall armyworms hit over a million hectares of 

farmland in China last year, damaging mainly 

corn and sugarcane crops, according to an 

official report. The government has warned 

about the likelihood of it hitting China’s 

northeastern cornbelt this year and said that 

danger from the pest would be more severe in 

2020. 

Armyworm has hit 15.99 million mu (1.07 

million hectares) of farmland in 24 provinces 

so far this year, including Liaoning province, 

according to government statistics gathered 

till Aug. 13, Beijing news reported. 

China’s northeastern region, including 

Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning provinces and 

the Inner Mongolia region, is known as the 

grain basket of the world’s most populous 

nation, producing about half of the country’s 

corn. 

Source: Agropages 

OTHERS  

FARMERS CALL ON THAILAND 

GOVERNMENT TO OVERTURN BAN 

ON PESTICIDE USE 

A group of Thai farmers has submitted a 

letter to PM Prayut Chan-o-cha, citing the 

ineffectiveness of products used to replace 

Paraquat and Chlorpyrifos, and calling for the 

ban on those chemicals, introduced on June 

1, to be overturned. In the letter, they suggest 

the Hazardous Substances Committee 

impose restrictions on use of the products 

instead, while educating farmers on how to 

use them safely. Currently, under the ban, 

farmers and others in possession of Paraquat 
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and Chlorpyrifos were required to return the 

products by August 29 or face prosecution. 

The group was led by Secretary General of 

The Federation of Safe Agriculture. The 

farmers claim the Department of Agriculture 

has not provided any support or any effective 

alternatives to the banned substances. They 

say the department’s proposed replacement 

product, Glufosinate, does not work, and 

attached a study outlining its ineffectiveness 

against weeds that occur in crops of sugar 

cane, oil palm, tapioca, sweetcorn, maize and 

rubber. They add that the product also 

appears to have a negative effect on the 

growth of the crops. 

In addition, the farmers accuse the 

government of double standards, pointing out 

that officials have not banned the import of 

products from countries where Paraquat and 

Chlorpyrifos are still in use. They say Thai 

farmers already have enough challenges, as 

they struggle with ongoing flooding in many 

parts of the country. 

Source: National News Bureau of 

Thailand 

PESTICIDE PRODUCTION 

INCREASED IN RUSSIA 

According to the Federal State Statistics 

Service in Russia, the production of crop 

protection agents increased considerably in 

Russia. According to an agency report, in the 

first four months of 2020, the production of 

herbicides jumped by 55.4%, to 38,100 tons. 

The production of fungicides increased by 

3.2%, to 10,600 tons. 

In April alone, herbicide production 

increased 34.9% (compared to the same 

month last year) and reached 12,600 tons. 

While the production of fungicides fell by 6% 

to 4,000 tons. At the end of the first half of 

this year, the production of herbicides and 

fungicides in Russia increased by 50.4%, 

reaching 58,200 tons and 12.1% with a 

production of 18,200 tons, respectively. 

In June, the production of herbicides 

increased by 29.9% in relation to the same 

month of 2019 and reached 8,700 tons, and 

the production of fungicides up by 7.6%, to 

3,000 tons. However, compared to May 

2020, the production of herbicides and 

fungicides decreased by 23.9% and 34.5%, 

respectively. 

Source: Fertilizer Daily 

EAST AFRICAN CITRUS INDUSTRY 

UNDER DIAPHORINA CITRI THREAT 

Diaphorina citri is a destructive plant-feeding 

insect of Chinese origin that is spreading 

across Africa. Recently, it was traced in two 

East African countries: Tanzania and Kenya. 

According to a study published in PlosOne 

journal, it is potentially jeopardizing the 

citrus industry. 

The insect transmits a bacterium that is 

associated with E disease known as Citrus 

Greening Disease which has been notorious 

for ruining several citrus industries in Asia 

and America in the past decade. 

In East Africa, Tanzania is the third ranking 

citrus producing country after Kenya and 

Madagascar, with a total production of about 

45,084 tons annually, according to the United 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-8092.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-8092.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-8104.htm
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Nation's Food and Agricultural Organization 

(FAO). 

The Citizen reports that Tanzanian 

researchers are now claiming that, although 

the insect exists in the country as per the 

recent study, no destruction to citrus 

production caused by its Citrus Greening 

Disease, has been significantly documented 

so far. 

However, a senior research scientist in plant 

protection from the Tropical Pesticide 

Research Institute (TPRI) says, "Plans are 

underway to establish any potential risk. We 

are currently raising awareness among 

farmers." 

Source: thecitizen.co.tz 

AUSTRALIA TO APPROVE NEW 

HERBICIDE ACLONIFEN 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority (APVMA) has before it 

an application for the approval of a new 

active constituent from Bayer Crop Science, 

aclonifen, for use in agricultural products as 

a herbicide. 

Aclonifen is a selective herbicide for the 

control grass weeds pre-emergent in cereals. 

The APVMA has evaluated the chemistry 

aspects of aclonifen active constituent 

(identification, manufacturing process, 

declaration of composition, quality control 

procedures, batch analysis results and 

analytical methods) and found them to be 

acceptable. 

APVMA invites any person to submit a 

relevant written submission as to whether the 

application for approval of aclonifen should 

be granted. Submissions must be received by 

the APVMA before September 8, 2020. 

Source: APVMA 

NINE PESTICIDES BANNED IN 

TURKEY  

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has 

banned the nine pesticides used to prevent 

diseases and harmful organisms from 

damaging crops. Also, the use of seven 

pesticides has been restricted until a 

reevaluation in December 2021. 

According to a circular sent to 81 provinces, 

the use, import and export of the banned 

pesticides have been terminated. The plant 

protection products containing the banned 

substances will be collected by the company 

and destroyed within the knowledge of the 

Ministry. 

Source: BIA News Desk 

 

 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-130.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-6789.htm
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COMPANY NEWS 

NEW FUNGICIDE FROM BAYER 

SHOWS POTENTIAL 

As the chemical tools in plant protection 

reduce and others inevitably lose 

effectiveness over time it is important to keep 

an eye on what’s coming down the tracks. 

In early July, AgriLand visited some of Bayer 

Crop Science’s field trials in Co. Cork, 

Ireland, to take a look at new chemistry 

which is in trial for the company and all going 

to plan will be available in approximately two 

years’ time, subject to making it through the 

registration process with the Pesticide 

Registration and Control Division. 

AgriLand looked at spring barley and winter 

wheat plots which were trialing a new active 

– Isoflucypram. Isoflucypram is a member of 

the SDHI group of chemistry, but has its own 

subclass within that group. The active 

ingredient was first registered in New 

Zealand in September 2019 and was 

available for use in the country for the 

2019/2020 season. 

The new active is part of what Bayer calls 

‘Iblon’ technology which it claims delivers 

excellent disease control and healthy plants, 

which ultimately delivers high yields. 

Source: AgriLand 

AGROFRESH LAUNCHES ACTISEAL 

PYR FUNGICIDE IN CHILE 

Chilean cherry, citrus, pome and stone 

producers and packers now have a new tool 

to combat rotting and post-harvest diseases, 

with the new fungicide ActiSeal PYR from 

AgroFresh, recently registered. 

ActiSeal PYR contains Pyrimethanil as an 

active ingredient, and is formulated in liquid 

and is very effective in helping to maintain 

the quality of the fruit, effectively controlling 

post-harvest diseases, and thus achieving that 

the fruit reaches distant and distant markets. 

AgroFresh continues to expand its post-

harvest protection program, adding this 

technology, in addition to those already 

available and effective, such as Control-

TecTM, SmartFreshTM, HarvistaTM and a wide 

range of disinfectants, sanitizers, waxes, 

fungicides and a variety of solutions to 

protect crops. 

Source – Agronews 

SUMITOMO EXPANDS 

REGISTRATION OF HERBICIDE U-46 

BR IN BRAZIL 

Sumitomo Chemical has announced that it 

has recently obtained the registration 

extension for its U-46 BR herbicide (2,4-D) 

from the Brazilian regulatory bodies.  

With this, U-46 BR becomes the first official 

product in the market to control the so-called 

“tiguera cotton”. According to agronomists, 

this is a plant originating from cottonseeds 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-68.htm
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that merge with the soil during the harvest. 

They emerge in the off-season, convert into 

invasive weeds and allow the multiplication 

of pests and diseases in the fields. 

According to agronomist, Herbicide Manager 

at Sumitomo Chemical, the product U-46 

BR, based on the active ingredient 2,4 D, is 

also registered to manage cotton stalks, 

another threat to agriculture.  

He added that henceforth, U-46 BR will also 

be tackling tiguera soybeans, and for pre-

sowing desiccation of soybeans and wheat. 

However, the product has had its 

toxicological classification changed to 

Category 4 (not very toxic), according to him. 

“This important herbicide in our portfolio 

continues to provide relevant benefits to the 

producer. In the case of ‘tiguera cotton’, U-

46 BR will plug a regulatory deficit of 

technologies to control these plants, which 

can be extremely harmful to the production 

systems of the feather,” said in conclusion. 

Source: agribusinessglobal 

UPL TEAMS TO CHECK WHITEFLY 

SPREAD 

Considering the incidence of whitefly attack 

on cotton crop in parts of Punjab and 

Haryana, United Phosphorus Limited (UPL), 

a leading crop protection product 

manufacturer, has deployed its field officials 

to visit hotspots and advise farmers on how 

to manage the pest.  

UPL has also deployed 250 falcon spraying 

machines to spray on the cotton crop in 

Punjab to tackle whitefly. Ulala (Flonicamid 

50% WG) recommended by Punjab 

Agricultural University (PAU), Ludhiana, 

has been used to effectively control whitefly 

on cotton crop for several years.  

Source: Times of India 

NEW CORTEVA HERBICIDE 

WIDEMATCH RECEIVES US EPA 

REGISTRATION 

U.S. wheat, durum, barley and triticale 

farmers will have another tool available to 

help them control weeds for the 2021 

growing season. The Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) granted a federal 

registration for WideARmatch, a new crop 

protection product from Corteva Agriscience. 

Individual states would still have to authorize 

the use of the herbicide. 

The herbicide represents the next generation 

of the company’s WideMatch herbicide. 

WideARmatch has two unique sites of action, 

includes more fluroxypyr and introduces 

Arylex into the equation. Altogether, this will 

help preserve the Weed Science Society of 

America’s Group 4 mode of action. 

Farmers can apply the product from the two-

leaf growth stage to flag-leaf emergence. 

Applying the herbicide when the seedlings 

are less than four-inches tall will give best 

results, Corteva says. 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1275.htm
https://www3.epa.gov/pesticides/chem_search/ppls/062719-00746-20200701.pdf
https://www3.epa.gov/pesticides/chem_search/ppls/062719-00746-20200701.pdf
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The herbicide is labeled to help farmers 

control 66 broadleaf weeds including Canada 

thistle, marestail, dandelion and kochia. 

Source: Corteva Agriscience 

AVGUST TO PRODUCE THREE NEW 

AGROCHEMICALS  

As part of the continuous expansion of its 

current product catalogue, the Russian 

agrochemical company, Avgust, is preparing 

to manufacture three new products at its 

Avgust-Bel production center. The 

registrations of the products, which are the 

insecticide, Mamba, the fungicide, Hecate, 

and the herbicide, Hacker 300, are expected 

to be obtained in the fall of 2020.  

Mamba is a broad-spectrum insecticide for 

protecting field and horticultural crops from 

harmful insects, including the Colorado 

potato beetle and locusts. 

Hecate, which will aid gardeners growing 

pome and stone fruit crops, is a systemic 

fungicide with a preventive and curative 

action to combat a complex of fruit diseases. 

Hacker 300 will help farmers of field crops as 

a post-emergence herbicide with a systemic 

action. It is intended for controlling annual 

dicotyledonous and perennial root weeds. 

These products are Avgust’s latest 

developments and are not yet being produced 

at any of the company's three formulation 

plants.  

Source: AgroNews 

BASF’S VERSYS INSECTICIDE 

APPROVED FOR USE IN CALIFORNIA 

CROPS 

BASF’s Versys insecticide has received 

registration for use in California on a variety 

of crop groups, including brassicas/cole 

crops, leaf and stem vegetables, as well as 

pome fruit and stone fruit. The product was 

created to deliver effective control against 

aphids while being gentle on beneficial 

insects and pollinators. 

Versys insecticide is powered by the Inscalis 

insecticide active ingredient, a unique mode 

of action sub-class (IRAC 9D), which 

disrupts the sensory responses of target 

insects to quickly stop their feeding, 

according to BASF. 

Versys insecticide joins its sister product 

Sefina Inscalis insecticide, which also 

controls key piercing and sucking insects in a 

variety of row and specialty crops, including 

cucurbits, fruiting vegetables, cotton and 

citrus. Sefina insecticide received registration 

for use in California in June 2020. 

Source: BASF

 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-4361.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-4041.htm
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BIOTECH NEWS 

NEW JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY 

WITH BACILLUS SUBTILIS TO 

CONTROL NEMATODES LAUNCHED 

IN BRAZIL 

Brazilian company Biotrop recently 

announced a new biological nematicide 

called Furatrop that combines Japanese 

Hayai technology and the CNPSo2657 strain 

of Bacillus subtilis, and reduces damage to 

soybean and several other crops. 

The use of Furatrop can increase soybean 

productivity by up to 4.7 bags per hectare 

(ha), in addition to reducing losses inflicted 

by nematodes. 

According to the manufacturer, Furatrop has 

an “unprecedented and exclusive 

formulation”, which works faster than other 

products in the market. In addition to soy, it 

is suitable for several crops, such as corn, 

tomatoes, beans, sugarcane and cotton among 

others. 

“One of the main benefits of the product is 

Hayai technology, derived from an ancient 

Japanese practice of solid fermentation, the 

largest ever made outside of Japan, which 

allows rapid action against the target due to 

the high load of metabolites and organic 

compounds in its composition,” Biotrop said. 

Furatrop's exclusive strain of Bacillus subtilis 

(CNPSo 2657) has been the subject of 

scientific studies for more than 20 years. 

Technical support was essential in choosing 

the strain for Furatrop to manage 
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phytomatomatoids, combining the massive 

production of biofilm, the action of enzymes 

and antibiotics on pathogens, and the 

activation of defense mechanisms of the plant 

itself.  

The product also accelerates germination 

with the initial development of the crop and 

has an important nutritional benefit. It 

generates more productive stability while 

helping the crop to respond to stress such as 

water deficit. 

The bacteria present in Furatrop acts in three 

different ways. The first is through 

antiobiosis, acting directly on the nematodes 

(for example breaking the cell wall of the 

worm). The second is by competition, 

forming a protective biofilm in the roots of 

the plants that disorient the nematodes and 

forms a physical barrier that prevents them 

from reaching the roots. Finally, it acts in 

inducing the defense of plants, making them 

more resistant. 

In addition to the effects on nematodes, 

Furatrop is a potent growth promoter that 

expands the volume of soil explored by 

plants, which improves the absorption of 

water and nutrients, and compensates for 

possible damage caused by phytopathogens. 

Source: Agronews 

AGRI-TECH PLOTS TO PREVENT 

BACTERIAL BLIGHT IN CROPS 

A project working on disrupting and 

preventing bacterial diseases in a number of 

staple crops was given a boost last month 

with the announcement of new technological 

developments. 

In collaboration with FOLIUM Science, Dr. 

Jacob Malone’s group are developing 

treatments using FOLIUM Science’s Guided 

Biotics® technology to specifically target 

harmful bacteria and prevent plant diseases. 

“The natural environment is incredibly 

complex, and contains many organisms that 

are important for plant growth and healthy 

soil”, explains Dr Malone. “Our targeted 

approach to pathogen clearance only hits the 

bugs we want to hit and leaves the rest of the 

environment untouched. This is important 

when we are trying to protect soils as well as 

crops, and to improve the sustainability of 

agriculture”. 

Using Guided Biotics® researchers can 

engineer harmless bacteria for use as a 

natural biocontrol agent against a range of 

harmful bugs. This means we can protect 

crops without extensive use of chemical 

treatments. 

The commercial potential for Guided 

Biotics® products has been recognized in 

multiple rounds of Innovate UK funding. 

This support is enabling the team to carry out 

large-scale trials and generate data to 

demonstrate efficacy in specific crops. 

One pathogen the partnership are working on 

is Pseudomonas syringae, which is a major 

plant pathogen affecting many important 

crops worldwide. For example, P. syringae 
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infections have devastated global kiwifruit 

production since 2008, leading to 

ecologically damaging countermeasures in 

various countries. 

The team are also working on Xanthomonas, 

the cause of a serious blight affecting over 

400 plant species. Staple world food crops 

such as rice, soybean and cassava have 

recorded yield losses of up to 75% due to 

Xanthomonas infection. In the UK it causes 

soft rot in brassica crops. Xanthomonas also 

affects grasses and is responsible for the 

destruction of amenities such as golf courses. 

Recent developments in Guided Biotics® 

technology have resulted in greater capability 

to make and deliver product candidates and 

the opportunity for a wider range of Guided 

Biotics® with the ability to control other 

important microbial pathogens. 

Source: John Innes Center 

BOTRYTIS BIO-FUNGICIDE 

APPROVED IN AUSTRALIA 

Eden Research has received authorization for 

the sale of its bio-fungicide, which protects 

against Botrytis Cinerea, in Australia, for use 

on wine and table grapes. 

The product, which is authorized and 

marketed under the trade name Novellus in 

Australia, is used as a sustainable and 

residue-free solution for botrytis – a 

particularly prominent disease in grapes, 

significantly impacting crop yield and 

quality. 

Marketed as Mevalone in Europe and Africa, 

the product has already been approved by 11 

other countries. The authorization for the sale 

of the bio-fungicide in Australia follows 

Australian grape growers having been faced 

with a declining choice when it comes to 

protecting against botrytis due to the phasing 

out of conventional chemical solutions, 

according to Eden Research.  

In June 2019, the EU maximum residue limit 

(MRL) for iprodione, a conventional 

synthetic chemical treatment for botrytis, 

reverted to 0.01mg/kg, which is effectively 

zero. As a result, wine producers in Australia 

that export to the EU have been forced to 

avoid the use of iprodione.  

Novellus, which is MRL-exempt, would 

provide Australian growers with a “much-

needed” sustainable solution to botrytis, said 

Sean Smith, CEO of Eden Research.   

With wine grapes making up an estimated 

60.3% of Australian grape crop revenue, the 

country is a key market for both Eden 

Research and Sipcam.  

Source: Harpers.Co.Uk 

ALLOW FIELD TRIALS OF BT 

BRINJAL TO ENSURE SAFETY OF 

CROPS, AGRI-TECH BODY WRITES 

TO INDIAN GOVT 

The Alliance for Agri Innovation (AAI), a 

leading agri-tech industry body, has written 

to the central government and various states 

to allow field trials of Bt brinjal, a 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-718.htm
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genetically-modified (GM) crop that was 

banned in 2010 following concerns raised 

about public health and biodiversity. AAI’s 

letter has been sent to the agriculture ministry 

and chief ministers of Madhya Pradesh, 

Karnataka, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 

Tamil Nadu, Odisha and West Bengal. 

The AAI statement also mentions how a 2019 

peer-reviewed study had found that “net 

returns to farmers from Bt brinjal crop 

averaged $2151/ha (Rs 1.61 lakh/ha) 

compared to $357/ha (Rs 26,768/ha) from 

non-Bt brinjal crop”. In India, Bt brinjal was 

cleared for commercial cultivation by the 

Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee 

(GEAC) in 2009 but it was placed under an 

“indefinite moratorium” the following year. 

Several farmers from various states, 

including Maharashtra and Haryana, were 

found to be openly flouting the GM crop ban 

last year and sow Bt brinjal. The crop has 

been commercially grown in Bangladesh 

since 2014 — the first South Asian country 

to do so. 

Source: The Print August 5, 2020  

EFSA RELEASES SCIENTIFIC 

OPINION ON GM OILSEED RAPE MS8 

X RF3 X GT 73 

The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

Panel on Genetically Modified Organisms 

(GMO Panel) has released a statement 

complementing the EFSA Scientific Opinion 

on an application for placing on the market of 

genetically modified (GM) oilseed rape Ms8 

× Rf3 × GT 73 and sub-combinations, which 

have not been authorized previously. The 

GMO Panel has previously assessed oilseed 

rape Ms8×Rf3×GT73 and its sub 

combinations Ms8xGT73 and Rf3xGT73 

according to the scope as defined in the 

application EFSA‐GMO‐NL‐2009‐75, and 

was not in the position to complete the safety 

assessment of products rich in protein, such 

as rapeseed protein isolates or products of 

this nature in animal feeding. 

Following a mandate from the European 

Commission, the GMO Panel assessed a 28‐

day toxicity study with the glyphosate oxido- 

reductase (GOX v247) protein, provided to 

complement information related to the 

application for the placing on the market of 

oilseed rape Ms8×Rf3×GT73 and its sub 

combinations Ms8xGT73 and Rf3xGT73, for 

food and feed uses, import and processing, 

with the exception of isolated seed protein for 

food. The study was conducted in accordance 

with OECD TG 407 and with the principles 

of Good Laboratory Practice. No adverse 

effects were observed in the study. 

Taking into account its previous assessment 

and the outcome of the 28‐day toxicity study, 

the GMO Panel, based on a weight of 

evidence approach, concluded that food and 

feed containing, consisting, and produced 

from GM oilseed rape are as safe as its 

conventional counterpart.     

Source: ISAAA 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-7575.htm
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/1/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_crop_annual_update/download/biotech-crop-annual-update-canola-2019.pdf
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_crop_annual_update/download/biotech-crop-annual-update-canola-2019.pdf
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