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 World News 

INDIA 

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY PROPOSAL 

TO BAN 27 PESTICIDES FACES 

RESISTANCE 

 

An agriculture ministry proposal to ban a set of 

widely used pesticides has kicked up a storm, 

with the chemical’s ministry opposing the ban, 

and advocacy groups supporting it, citing cases 

of pesticide poisoning. 

The agriculture ministry issued a draft order 

banning the manufacture and sale of the 27 

pesticides “likely to involve risk to human 

beings and animals". One reason behind the 

ban was that manufacturers did not submit 

complete data on resurgence of pests, toxicity 

and bio-efficacy. The order followed an expert 

committee report of December 2015. 

However, the chemicals department wrote to 

the agriculture ministry that a “sudden ban" 

will not only render “investments (by the 

industry) wasteful, but also cause loss of export 

earnings for India". 

The Association for Sustainable and Holistic 

Agriculture (ASHA), a farm policy advocacy 

group, entered the dispute, accusing the 

ministry of chemicals and fertilizers of “acting 

as a partisan front of the industry" at the cost of 

the “right to life" of agricultural labourers and 

farmers. 

On the list of 27 molecules, which are 

proposed to be banned is Monocrotophos, a 

widely used “red-triangle" pesticide (extremely 

toxic), which is banned in 112 countries, 

including the European Union, the UK, Brazil 

and China. In 2017, several cases of death and 

poisoning by Monocrotophos were reported in 

Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra. 

Malathion, labelled as a “blue-triangle" 

(moderately toxic) pesticide, and currently used 

to counter locust swarms, also figures on the 

list. 

Following representations from the pesticides 

industry, the agriculture ministry has lifted the 

ban on the export of these molecules. It also 

extended the date to submit comments on the 

draft order by three months, from the 45 days 

mandated earlier. 

Activists pressing for the ban, however, argued 

that at least 17 of the 27 molecules did not 

undergo any bio-safety assessment and were 

“deemed to be registered" when India 

introduced the Insecticides Act in 1968. “If 

data to prove the safety of these pesticides are 

available, it should be put out in the public 

domain for independent scientific scrutiny, 

said, co-convener, ASHA. 

Source: livemint.com 

PUNJAB AGRI DEPT EXPECTS 25% OF 

AREA UNDER PADDY TO BE DSR 

With labor scarce due to the covid-19 

pandemic, the state agricultural department 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-774.htm
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estimates that nearly 25% of area under paddy 

will come under Direct Seeding of Rice (DSR), 

instead of the traditional transplantation of the 

crop this year. The department has sanctioned 

4,000 DSR machines and 800 paddy 

transplanting machines to farmers on subsidy 

ranging between 40% and 50%. The 

department says that this would help cut the 

cultivation cost in terms of both labor and 

water use.  

State agriculture secretary had earlier targeted 

to bring an area of 5 lakh hectare under the 

DSR technique, but given the labor shortage 

and interest that farmers have shown to the 

advance technology, 6-7 lakh hectare will be 

under DSR. This is roughly 25% of area under 

paddy cultivation in Punjab, which is expected 

to be around 27 lakh hectares (66 lakh acre).  

State agriculture secretary added that the DSR 

technique would be instrumental in saving 

about 30% of water and would also cut down 

cost of paddy cultivation by nearly Rs 6,000 

per acre. He added that as per PAU experts, 

yield of paddy from DSR is on a par with the 

crop grown by conventional technique of 

transplanting. 

Source- Hindustan Times 

INDIA'S RICE OUTPUT COULD HIT 

RECORD AS FARMERS EXPAND AREA 

India’s rice production is likely to surge to a 

record high as farmers are expanding the area 

under paddy because of good monsoon rains 

and after the government raised the price at 

which it will buy the new-season crop.  

Higher output by the world’s biggest rice 

exporter could dampen domestic prices and 

make exports more competitive, compensating 

for lower supplies from rivals Thailand and 

Vietnam. It could also force India’s state-run 

agencies to ramp up purchases from farmers 

even as inventories are bulging.  

“Farmers are interested in rice. They are likely 

to expand area due to government support. In 

the new marketing year, we could produce as 

much as 120 million tonnes,” said B.V. 

Krishna Rao, president of India’s Rice 

Exporters Association.  

The government raised the price at which it 

will buy new-season rice from farmers by 

2.9%. India, which produced a record 117.94 

million tonnes of rice in 2019/20, has started 

planting the summer-sown crop as the 

monsoon has spread to main rice-growing 

areas in the south and east.   

Rice prices in Thailand and Vietnam, the 

second and third biggest exporter of the grain 

respectively, hit multi-year highs this year due 

to limited supplies. Unlike its competitors, 

India has a massive surplus for export and it 

will get bigger in the new season. According to 

the state-run Food Corporation of India (FCI) 

the agencies were holding 27.4 million tonnes 

of rice and another 21 million tonnes of un-

milled paddy.  

Source: Deccan chronicle 

SPICES EXPORTERS WELCOME MOVE 

TO BAN 27 INSECTICIDES 

All India Spices Exporters Forum has 

welcomed the steps taken by the Agriculture 

Ministry to ban 27 insecticide compounds that 

pose serious health risk to humans and animals. 
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Chairman of All India Spices Exporters Forum 

said that this step will help build trust on Indian 

spice industry globally and boost spice exports 

from India. It will also make food safer for 

domestic consumers.  

Rise in exports 

Indian spice exports have achieved steady 

gains in volume and value and the net value of 

exports has crossed $3 billion. The goal of the 

industry is to reach $5 billion by 2025.  

Ban implementation 

While the government’s ban on 27 insecticide 

compounds is a welcome step, it is equally 

important that retail outlets are strictly 

monitored so that the banned pesticides are 

made unavailable and a sense of discipline and 

control is brought about within the farmer 

community. 

Source: Business Line 

NAGALAND REPORTS INCHWORM 

ATTACKS ON CROPS  

Officials of the Agriculture Department said 

inchworm attacks had been reported from 

Kohima and Zunheboto districts. The new pest 

followed the more familiar fall armyworm that 

infested 2,961.95 hectares of cropland across 

seven villages in Mokokchung district. 

 An official statement said the inchworm 

infestation “with high population above the 

economic threshold level” had been noticed for 

the first time in the State. The pest was found 

feeding on potato, chilli, beans and other crops 

in about 800 hectares. 

It said general control operations were being 

taken to prevent the spread of the semilooper, 

adding that alternative crop sowing might be 

needed in the event of a severe outbreak. 

Source: Fresh Plaza 

NORTH AMERICA 

US EPA OPENS COMMENT PERIOD ON 

PETHOXAMID PROPOSED DECISION 

EPA has opened a 30-day comment period on 

the Agency’s proposed decision to register the 

new pesticide active ingredient pethoxamid, a 

broad-spectrum herbicide that inhibits seedling 

shoot growth. Pethoxamid provides a new 

active ingredient for the control of 

economically important grasses and some 

broadleaf weeds. Pethoxamid can provide a 

shorter plant-back interval than available 

alternatives, leading to enhanced crop rotation 

or cover-crop flexibility. If used in conjunction 

with or in rotation with other mechanisms of 

action, pethoxamid could be an element of 

resistance management programs. 

The Agency is proposing to register one 

technical product and two end-use products to 

control various types of annual grasses and 

broadleaf weeds in soybean, cotton, corn, non-

crop areas, and residential and commercial turf 

and ornamental sites. The Agency has 

evaluated the toxicity for pethoxamid and has 

not identified any human health or ecological 

risks that require additional mitigation beyond 

what is already included on the mandatory 

product label provided with pethoxamid. 

 

The public comment period for this proposed 

decision will be open for 30 days, closing on 

June 17, 2020. 

Source: U.S. EPA 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-526.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1307.htm


 

AGROLOOK  4 April-June 2020 

 

MEXICO ANNOUNCES PHASE-OUT 

AND BAN ON GLYPHOSATE 

HERBICIDES 

The Secretariat of Environment and Natural 

Resources (SEMARNAT), Mexico’s 

Environment Ministry, has announced that 

glyphosate -based herbicides will be phased 

out of use in the country by 2024 to protect 

human health and the environment. 

Given the scientific evidence of glyphosate 

toxicity, demonstrating the impacts on human 

health and the environment, the Secretariat of 

Environment and Natural Resources 

(SEMARNAT) has taken important steps to 

gradually reduce the use of this chemical until 

it achieves a total ban in 2024. 

Source: Sustainable Pulse 

US EPA FACES COURT OVER BACKING 

OF MONSANTO'S GMO DICAMBA-

TOLERANT CROP SYSTEM 

The US Environmental Protection Agency is 

due in federal court recently to answer 

allegations that it broke the law to support a 

Monsanto system that has triggered 

“widespread” crop damage over the last few 

summers and continues to threaten farms 

across the country. 

As farmers prepare to plant a new season of 

key American food crops, farmer and 

consumer groups are asking the ninth circuit 

court of appeals in San Francisco to review and 

overturn the EPA’s approval of a Monsanto 

herbicide made with a chemical called 

dicamba. 

 

The allegations are from the National Family 

Farm Coalition, which represents tens of 

thousands of farmers across the US, and three 

non-profit consumer and environmental 

groups. They have been granted an expedited 

review of their legal petition and hope for a 

ruling that would block use of the herbicide 

this summer. 

Farmers have reported dicamba damage in both 

organic and conventional crops, including non-

GMO soybeans, wheat, grapes, melons, 

vegetables and tobacco. A Missouri peach 

farmer won a $265m verdict in February 

against Monsanto and German chemical giant 

BASF after accusing the companies of creating 

a “defective” crop system that damaged 30,000 

peach trees. 

The Guardian reported last month that internal 

Monsanto documents obtained through the 

peach farmer litigation revealed that Monsanto 

predicted its dicamba crop system would lead 

to thousands of damage claims from US 

farmers but pushed ahead anyway, trying to 

downplay the risks to the EPA. 

Source: The Guardian 

US EPA PARAQUAT REQUIREMENTS 

PLACE SPOTLIGHT ON CLOSED 

TRANSFER SYSTEM 

The liquid herbicide paraquat is widely used 

throughout North America as an effective 

herbicide and pre-harvest crop defoliant, but 

can be fatal if accidentally ingested in small 

quantities as well as cause eye damage and 

irritation to skin. 

In response to the serious risks associated with 

paraquat, the EPA has already pursued 

significant manufacturer labeling and training 

changes. Now, for growers, the next step in the 

process is to address changes required to safely 

http://www.agropages.com/CompanyDirectory/CList---glyphosate-1.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1172.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-2623.htm
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dispense the restricted-use pesticide. 

Consequently, it is urgent that growers quickly 

get up to speed on what the EPA has mandated 

in terms of new closed transfer systems 

required to safely dispense the restricted-use 

pesticide.  

The agency will require “new closed-system 

packaging designed to prevent transfer or 

removal of the pesticide except directly into 

proper application equipment. This will 

prevent spills, mixing, pouring the pesticide 

into other containers or other actions that could 

lead to paraquat exposure,” states EPA’s 

website. 

Paraquat containers from manufacturers will 

need to be completely sealed, with no screw 

caps, adaptors or other ways to open and 

decant the chemicals. To prevent accidental 

exposure or spills while transferring the liquid 

herbicide to smaller containers (for mixing or 

use), certified applicators must also utilize a 

closed transfer system that connects to the 

sealed container and cannot be easily 

circumvented. 

          Source: Goat Throat Pumps 

 

CANADA TO APPROVE SUMITOMO’S 

FENPROPATHRIN TECHNICAL AND 

DANITOL EC SPRAY 

Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory 

Agency (PMRA), under the authority of the 

Pest Control Products Act, is proposing 

registration for the sale and use of Sumitomo’s 

Fenpropathrin Technical and Danitol EC 

Spray, containing the technical grade active 

ingredient fenpropathrin, to control several 

insect pests in various fruit and vegetable 

crops. 

Fenpropathrin belongs to the pyrethroid class 

(IRAC mode of action Group 3) of 

insecticides. It is a broad-spectrum 

insecticide/miticide, which controls pests from 

many different orders and families of insects in 

the listed crops. Fenpropathrin works by 

contact and ingestion and modulates the 

sodium channels in nerves resulting in 

paralysis and death of the pest. It is the active 

ingredient in the commercial class product, 

Danitol EC Spray. 

Before making a final registration decision on 

fenpropathrin and Danitol EC Spray, Health 

Canada's PMRA will consider any comments 

received from the public in response to 

PRD2020-05. Health Canada will then publish 

a Registration Decision on fenpropathrin and 

Danitol EC Spray, which will include the 

decision, the reasons for it, a summary of 

comments received on the proposed 

registration decision and Health Canada's 

response to these comments. 

Source: PMRA 

LATIN AMERICA 

ARGENTINA APRESID CONFIRMS 

CONYZA SUMATRENSIS RESISTANCE 

TO 3 MORE MOLECULES 

The Argentine Association of Direct Sowing 

Producers (AAPRESID) published a yellow 

alert confirming that a black branch biotype 

(Conyza sumatrensis) developed resistance to the 

hormonal herbicides 2,4-D and Dicamba and 

the PPO inhibitor saflufenacil. The weed was 

already resistant to glyphosate and ALS 

inhibitors. 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-7936.htm
http://www.agropages.com/CompanyDirectory/CList---glyphosate-1.htm


 

AGROLOOK  6 April-June 2020 

 

The team of consultants and researchers 

confirmed that this resistance occurs in pre-

emergence.  According to the researchers, good 

control is still recorded by Flumioxazin and 

Terbutylazine (as pre-emerging herbicides for 

use on wheat) and Atrazine (fallow to corn). 

Meanwhile, they say, the possible loss of these 

valuable active ingredients greatly reduces 

chemical control alternatives. Another possible 

strategy is the incorporation of the Doble 

Knock Down (DKD). 

AAPRESID said in conclusion said that Black 

Branch caused numerous problems for 

producers a few years ago, but by changing the 

management it was possible to live with it and 

keep it at bay. With the appearance of 

resistance to ALS and these new suspicions 

being confirmed, everything suggests that it 

will position itself again as one of the most 

difficult in the years to come. 

Source: AgroNews 

GLYPHOSATE AND ATRAZINE PRICES 

RISE 3% IN ARGENTINA 

The Córdoba Cereal Exchange (BCCBA, 

Argentina) released its report No. 306, where it 

highlighted that the input/output ratio is more 

favorable for cereals than for soybeans. This is 

the same, despite the unfavorable international 

context, such as the highly valued dollar and 

the “retenciones” – the taxes collected by the 

government of Argentina on exports. 

The purchasing power of soybeans increased 

by an average of 1.2%, mainly due to the 

reduction of grains necessary to acquire two of 

the main inputs, phosphate and gasoline, with 

decreases of 11% and 6%, respectively. Only 

two inputs have increased their price, 

glyphosate and atrazine, both with increases of 

3% compared to the same month last year. 

The improvement in the input-output ratio is 

due to several factors. On the one hand, the 

drop in the price of soybeans has not been as 

abrupt and corn has maintained its price, while 

most of the inputs have decreased their prices 

considerably. The products with the greatest 

drops have been monoammonium and 

diamonic phosphates, which went from a price 

of US$550 in March 2019 to $460 currently, 

that is, a drop of 16%. These are followed by 

simple superphosphate, atrazine 90% and urea, 

with declines of 12% in the same period. 

For corn, the input-output ratio improved by 

7%. Among the inputs, the ones that were 

cheaper with respect to the value of the cereal 

were phosphate, atrazine and urea, reaching a 

decrease of 17%, 13% and 12%, respectively. 

On the other hand, glyphosate increased the 

amount of corn necessary for its acquisition, 

requiring 2.5% more than in March 2019. 

According to the report of the BCCBA 

Economic Department, wheat gained, with an 

18.2% increase in its purchasing power, due to 

the fact that its price increased 11.1% 

compared to March 2019 and its main inputs 

became cheaper in dollars. Although 

glyphosate increased in price, it has a lower 

incidence on the costs of winter cultivation 

than the rest of the grains, so the cereal was 

less affected by this rise. 

Source: AgroNews 

 

 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-89.htm
http://www.agropages.com/CompanyDirectory/CList---glyphosate-1.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-89.htm
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EUROPEAN UNION 

PESTICIDE PURCHASE IN EUROPEAN 

UNION FROM 2011-2018 

Ireland reduced its pesticide sales by 28% from 

2011 to 2018 according to data from Eurostat. 

Ireland had the second largest reduction in 

sales overall; Portugal topped the list with a 

reduction of 43%. 14 member states had 

complete data available for 2011 and 2018. 

However, not all decreased their pesticide 

sales.  

In the same period many countries increased 

their sales, including: Germany; France; and 

Austria. Cyprus increased its sales by 94%, 

while Austria increased sales by 53% and 

France and Germany increased sales by 39% 

and 2% respectively. 

Image source: Eurostat 

The Farm to Fork Strategy announced by the 

EU Commission on May 20 aims to reduce 

pesticide use by 50% by 2030 across the EU. 

AgriLand understands that the reduction of 

50% will be based on a reduction from 2018, 

the latest figures show. However, there are 

some important points to note. 

The data includes sales of all pesticides. This 

would include those used in agriculture, but 

also by gardeners, on golf courses, local 

authorities and for amenity use. So, the 

reduction should come from all sectors, not just 

agriculture. 

Pesticide Sales 2018 

France, Spain, Italy and Germany accounted 

for two-thirds of the pesticide sales in the EU 

in 2018. 

These four countries are the main agricultural 

producers in the EU and according to Eurostat 

represent 51% of the total EU utilized 

agricultural area and 49% of the total EU 

arable land. 

As can be seen in the graph below France had 

the highest sales of pesticides from the data 

collected in 2018. The graph shows pesticide 

sales in millions of kilograms. 

Image source: Eurostat 

What Products Were Purchased? 

Data from Eurostat shows that, in 2018, 45% 

of the pesticides sold in the EU fell into the 

category of fungicides and bactericides. 

Herbicides, haulm destructors and moss killers 

accounted for 32% of sales while insecticides 

and acaricides accounted for 11% of the sales. 

Source: AgriLand 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-68.htm
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EPOXICONAZOLE WITHDRAWN AND 

PENCYCURON BANNED IN THE EU 

AND UK 

Regulatory action in the EU and UK means the 

clock is ticking on authorizations for the 

important cereal fungicide epoxiconazole, and 

use of the seed potato fungicide pencycuron is 

now banned. 

Epoxiconazole is one of the most widely used 

fungicides in cereals in the UK. While its 

approval ends on 30 April 2020, it was going 

through a fairly routine but inevitably delayed 

EU renewal process and the expectation was 

that, along with over 34 other delayed actives, 

its approval was going to be extended another 

year while assessments were completed. 

However, at the last Standing Committee 

meeting three dominant Member States took 

the unusual position of stating they would vote 

against the proposal to extend expiry dates for 

all 35 actives if epoxiconazole was included. 

Consequently, the Commission removed 

epoxiconazole and the extensions for the other 

34 actives were voted through. As the 

evaluation of epoxiconazole hadn’t even been 

finished at the time, it would appear this 

decision was political rather than based on 

evidence, scientific knowledge and expert 

evaluation. Following this, the Ag-Chem 

company applying for re-approval of 

epoxiconazole withdrew it entirely from the 

EU review process. 

Source: NFU 

AUSTRALIA 

AUSTRALIA: RED LEGGED EARTH 

MITE INSECTICIDE RESISTANCE 

SPREADS EAST 

Insecticide resistant red legged earth mite 

(RLEM) continues to push ever further east, 

with the first confirmed cases officially 

confirmed in Victoria. 

The finding of resistance to two 

organophosphate (OP) based products in 

omethoate and malathion comes at the time of 

the year when RLEM are problematic, feeding 

off fledgling crops. There was no resistance 

found to the synthetic pyrethroid group of 

products. 

RLEM are a major pest of broadacre crops, 

particularly canola and other broadleaf crops. 

The good news for Victorian growers is that 

the resistance is relatively weak, however 

experts have warned against complacency.  

In WA there is widespread RLEM resistance to 

a range of products across chemical groups, 

while in SA resistance to both synthetic 

pyrethroids, including bifenthrin and alpha-

cypermethrin, and organophosphates, including 

omethoate and chlorpyrifos, has been detected. 

RLEM has a wide appetite, feeding on a range 

of plants including but not limited to canola, 

clover, faba beans and lupins. 

Source: Farm Online 

AUSTRALIA TO APPROVE NEW 

AGRICULTURAL ACTIVE 

CONSTITUENTS AND PESTICIDE 

PRODUCTS 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority (APVMA) has before it 

an application for the approval of new active 

constituents, hydroxypropyl methylcellulose 

and zinc borate (2ZnO.3B2O3.3.5H2O), and 

new products Ecothor Active Nature Cellmesh 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1682.htm
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Insecticide, containing hydroxypropyl 

methylcellulose applied by Ensystex 

Australasia Pty Ltd., and Borogard ZB Wood 

Preservative, containing zinc borate applied by 

US Borax Inc. 

The APVMA has evaluated the specifications 

of hydroxypropyl methylcellulose active 

constituent and found them to be acceptable. 

APVMA has considered the toxicological 

aspects of hydroxypropyl methylcellulose, and 

concluded that there are no toxicological 

concerns to the approval of this active 

constituent. 

 

Zinc borate is for use as a treatment during 

manufacture of wood products for protection 

against borer, termites and fungal decay. 

APVMA has considered the toxicological 

aspects of zinc borate, and concluded that there 

are no toxicological concerns regarding the 

approval of this active constituent. Neither an 

Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI) nor an Acute 

Reference Dose (ARfD) have been established 

as no food producing uses are proposed.  

Source: APVMA 

AUSTRALIA APPROVES SIPCAM’S 

TREBON INSECTICIDE 

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority (APVMA) has registered 

Trebon Insecticide, applied by Sipcam Pacific 

Australia Pty Ltd. 

Trebon Insecticide, containing 287.5 g/L 

etofenprox, is used for the control of 

Queensland fruit fly and Mediterranean fruit 

fly on stone fruit (except cherries). 

Acts on the nervous system of insects by 

disturbing the function of neurons through 

interaction with the sodium channel. 

Etofenprox has a contact and stomach activity 

against a wide variety of insect pests, with fast 

knockdown. 

Source: APVMA 

CHINA 

CHINA'S ICAMA ISSUES REGULATIONS 

ON THE REGISTRATION OF EXPORT-

ONLY PESTICIDES TO PROMOTE 

PESTICIDE EXPORT  

The Institute for the Control of Agrochemicals 

of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 

recently issued an announcement of regulation 

(Ref No. 269) pertaining to the registration of 

export-only pesticide (JD registration).  

1. Range of export-only pesticide 

registration (JD registration) application  

In terms of products granted overseas pesticide 

registration or an import license in an 

importer’s country/region, the manufacturer 

may apply for export-only pesticide 

registration if one of the following conditions 

are fulfilled: 

1)A manufacturer that has been granted in 

China a registration for pesticide technical 

applies for registration of the pesticide 

technical with same active ingredient at a 

different level of content.  

2)A manufacturer that has been granted, in 

China, registration for pesticide technical or 

single formulation applying for registration of 

a single formulation with the same active 

ingredient with different contents or types of 

formulation. 
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3)A manufacturer that has been granted, in 

China, registration for ready-mixtures can 

apply for registration of ready-mixtures with 

the same active ingredient at different levels of 

content, mix ratios or types of formulation. 

If the active ingredient of a ready-mixture 

outnumbers the specifications in Article 8 of 

the Measures for the Administration of the 

Pesticide Registration, the outnumbered active 

ingredient shall be registered in China. 

4)A novel pesticide technical manufacturer 

applying for registration of pesticide technical 

or its formulations. 

5)Other circumstances as prescribed by the 

administrative regulations of the ministry. 

2. Documentation requirements for export-

only pesticide registration applications for 

non-novel pesticides  

1) The pesticide registration application form 

(for export only). 

2) Valid overseas registration and proof or 

approval document from the importing 

country/region. If the name addressed in the 

proof document is inconsistent with the name 

of the manufacturer applying for registration, 

then supportive and convincing documents are 

required to be provided to justify relevant 

business collaboration.  

3) A manufacturer’s “Letter of Commitment” 

promising that the product will not be sold in 

China, signed by a legal representative and 

stamped with the company seal. 

4) Relevant information, such as detailed 

product description, overseas registration data 

brief and source of pesticide technical.  

5) Product chemical data (product quality 

standard, test report and full composition 

analysis of pesticide technical), toxicological 

test data (acute oral, derma and inhalation 

toxicity tests), as well as information on the 

toxic symptom, first aid and cure measures. 

6) Copies of pesticide production permits 

corresponding to the range of product under 

application. 

3. Documentation requirements for export-

only pesticide registration applications 

for novel pesticides  

For export-only registration applications for 

novel pesticides, besides the above items 1 to 5 

requirements for non-novel pesticide 

registration, the following additional 

information must be provided: 

1) Physiochemical property information on 

active ingredients and pesticide technicals, as 

well as on the standard substance.  

2) Pesticide technical data brief or information 

reference covering dermal irritation, eye 

irritation, skin sensitization, acute 

neurotoxicity, sub-chronic oral toxicity, sub-

chronic (acute) dermal toxicity, inhalation 

toxicity, mutagenicity, teratogenicity, two-

generation reproduction toxicity, chronic 

toxicity and carcinogenicity, metabolization 

and toxicokinetics. 

3) Copies of a pesticide technical’s 

environment impact assessment, work safety 

evaluation and approval-related documents.  

With regards to an application for registration 

of export-only novel pesticide formulations, 

documents shall be provided as per the non-

novel pesticide registration requirements. 
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4. Miscellaneous  

1) Export-only pesticide registration 

applications will be processed in accordance 

with the procedures pertaining to pesticide 

registrations, registrations of change, 

registrations of renewal, and review and 

approval. The pesticide registration certificate 

code number shall be “EX + Year + Serial 

Number,” for example, “EX20200001,” with 

an “export-only” indication on the certificate. 

2) In the event of an identical or similar 

formulation being granted registration in 

China, no export-only registrations shall be 

granted, and renewals of granted registrations 

shall be one time only. 

3) For applications for registration of export-

only technical concentrates, the applicant must 

be the pesticide technical manufacturer while 

documents must be provided for relevant 

formations. 

4) In terms of granted registrations for export-

only novel pesticide technical, the product 

must be produced and exported only after a 

relevant production permit is obtained. 

5) Export-only pesticide products can only be 

exported to countries/regions where overseas 

registration or import license is granted. 

6) The sale of export-only pesticide products in 

China is prohibited, and breaches will be 

penalized according to the provisions 

concerning the absence of registration in 

China, as stipulated in the Regulations on 

Pesticide Administration.  

7) The announcement shall take effect on the 

day of its issue. 

Industry voices from home and abroad 

generally believe that this regulation will be 

beneficial to China's pesticide exports, and will 

also help overseas pesticide companies to 

revitalize its registration resources and find 

suitable product suppliers. 

Source- Agronews 

CHINA DONATES LOCUST CONTROL 

SUPPLIES TO ETHIOPIA, KENYA AND 

UGANDA 

China-aided locust control supplies have been 

reached in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda. 

The MARA devised solutions to locust control 

in these three countries in cooperation with the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the China 

International Development Cooperation 

Agency of China. The MARA instructed 

relevant manufacturers to supply locust-control 

preparations, equipment and other supplies. 

The donation to the three countries includes 

112 metric tons of malathion, 2000 motorized 

backpack mist dusters, 3500 hand-held ultra-

low-volume sprayers, and 4000 sets of medical 

coveralls, protective masks and pairs of gloves 

each. 

In the next stage, the MARA, in partnership 

with other ministries, will also provide 

technical assistance to these three countries, 

including online training courses and DVD 

regarding locust control.  

Source - Agropages 



 

AGROLOOK  12 April-June 2020 

 

COMPANY NEWS

HIL (INDIA) LTD TO SUPPLY 25 

TONNES OF PESTICIDES TO IRAN 

 

An official statement said that HIL is now in 

the process of production and supply of 25 

tonnes Malathion Technical for supply to 

locust control Programme to Iran under 

Government to Government arrangement. 

Despite logistics and other challenges posed 

by COVID-19 lockdown, HIL (India) Ltd, a 

PSU under the Ministry of Chemicals and 

Fertlizers, ensured timely production and 

supply of pesticides for farming 

community.   

The company has exported 10 tonnes of 

fungicide Mancozeb to Latin American 

country Peru and another 12 tonnes will be 

exported in the next one week. 

HIL has also signed an agreement with the 

agriculture ministry for the supply of 

Malathion Technical to Rajasthan and 

Gujarat for locust control Programme. HIL 

had manufactured and supplied 67 tonnes of 

Malathion Technical till last week.  

During the lockdown period till May 15, 

2020, HIL produced 120 tonnes of 

Malathion Technical, 120.40 tonnes of DDT 

Technical, 288 tonnes of DDT 50 per cent, 

21 tonnes of HILGOLD (water soluble 

fertiliser), 12 tonnes of Mancozeb Fungicide 

for exports and 35 tonnes of different 

agrochemical formulations. 

Source: Outlook India 

 

BAYER’S INSECTICIDE VAYEGO® 

APPROVED IN NEW ZEALAND 

The Environmental Protection Authority 

(EPA) has approved a new insecticide, 

Vayego, for use in New Zealand, subject to 

conditions. 

 

This insecticide is used to keep codling 

moths, leaf rollers and other pests away 

from apples, pears, grapes, and stone fruit 

crops. Vayego contains tetraniliprole, an 

active ingredient that is new to New Zealand 

and has only recently been approved for use 

in Australia, South Korea, and Canada. 

Tests here have found that although 

tetraniliprole is not rapidly degradable, it 

also does not build up over time.  

Source: Bayer Crop Science 

SYNGENTA’S POSTERITY 

FUNGICIDE GAINS REGISTRATION 

IN CALIFORNIA 

Posterity fungicide from Syngenta is now 

registered in California to control key 

diseases on golf course turf. Posterity 

provides up to 28 days of control and is an 

active succinate dehydrogenase inhibitor 

(SDHI) against dollar spot in the turf 

market. 

 

Preventive applications of Posterity are 

recommended beginning in the spring, prior 

to the expression of fairy rings, as soil 

temperature exceed 60 degrees F. Posterity 

also features curative properties and can be 

used for extended preventive applications 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-3992.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-7796.htm
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for continued protection. Fall applications 

for spring dead spot should begin as soil 

temperatures hit 70 degrees F followed by a 

repeat application 28 days later. 

For resistance management and broader-

spectrum control, Syngenta also offers 

agronomic programs that strategically rotate 

Posterity with other trusted products to 

properly condition turf so it will perform at 

its best during the season and recover 

quickly from stress. 

Source: Golfdom 

YUANZHENG FINE CHEMICALS TO 

LAUNCH CHEMICAL SERIES 

PROJECT IN CHINA  

The Development and Reform Commission 

of China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous 

Region approved, in the month of March 

2020, the energy-saving report on the 

chemical series project of Inner Mongolia 

Yuanzheng Fine Chemicals, including an 

annual 2-chloro-5-methylpyridine 

production capacity.  

The scope of the project of Yuanzheng Fine 

Chemicals includes an annual production as 

below as well as a comprehensive pilot 

platform.  

Name of Chemicals Qty (Ton) 

2-chloro-5-methylpyridine 10,000 

2-chloro-5-chloromethylpyridine 6,000 

o-aminobenzoic acid 1,200 

5-[2-(ethylsulfanyl) propyl]-3-

hydroxy-2-propanoylcyclohex-2-

en-1-one 

1,200 

Fluazifop-P-butyl 500 

Haloxyfop-R-methyl 2,500 

Glufosinate 5,000 

3-(difluoromethyl)-1-methyl-1H-

pyrazole-4-carboxylic acid 

1,000 

3-Phenoxy-benzaldehyde 5,000 

Prothioconazole intermediate 500 

Chloroaniline 100 

2-chloro-4-(trifluoromethyl) 

pyridine 

1000 

Source: AgroNews 

BASF LAUNCHES ACARICIDE 

NEALTA IN THE UK 

BASF launches a new acaricide, Nealta. It is 

based on the new active ingredient 

cyflumetofen, which is from a unique group 

of insecticides, Group 25. It will also kill all 

stages of the mites’ life cycle – eggs, 

immature stages and adults- whilst being 

compatible with beneficial mites and other 

insects such as bees. 

Nealta is currently recommended on apples, 

ornamentals in plant production and 

protected strawberries. Formulated as a 

suspension concentrate, it is applied at a 

dose rate of just 1 l/hectare. One of its key 

benefits to growers is that it has a unique 

mode of action, not found in other 

acaricides, making it an excellent resistance 

management tool against mites on some 

horticultural crops. Only one application is 

allowed per crop and Nealta has a Harvest 

Interval of 1 day for protected strawberries 

and ornamentals and 14 days for apples. 

Source: Agronomist & Arable Farmer 

PI INDUSTRIES POSTS 12% DROP IN 

Q4 NET PROFIT; SEES NO MAJOR 

COVID-19 IMPACT 

Pesticides and agrochemicals maker PI 

Industries reported a 12 per cent fall in its 

consolidated net profit at Rs 110.7 crore for 

the fourth quarter of the 2019-20 fiscal on 

higher expenses, and said there won’t be any 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-7905.htm
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major impact of COVID-19 pandemic on its 

business. The firm’s net profit stood at Rs 

125.7 crore in the same quarter of the 2018-

29 fiscal, according to a regulatory filing. 

Its net income rose to Rs 862 crore during 

the quarter ended March 31 of this fiscal 

from Rs 826.9 crore a year ago. 

The consolidated annual income rose to RS 

3,415.4 crore from Rs 2,900.4 crore in the 

2018-19 fiscal. According to the filing, the 

group’s operations were disrupted at 

research and development (R&D) facilities 

at Udaipur, manufacturing facilities at 

Gujarat and sales depots across the country 

following the nationwide lockdown 

announced in March to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19. 

Source: The Financial Express 

BASF AND WIN-ALL HI-TECH 

PARTNER TO DEVELOP NEW RICE 

SYSTEM FOR FARMERS IN CHINA 

BASF and Win-All Hi-Tech Seed Co., Ltd. 

(Win-All Hi-Tech) formed a partnership to 

develop a new non-GMO rice production 

system that helps farmers in China boost 

their yield and quality of the harvest.  

Vice President, Global Strategic Marketing, 

Seeds and Traits, BASF Agricultural 

Solutions said that this agreement represents 

an important milestone for BASF’s 

expanding seeds and traits business, and our 

first in China. As one of the leading global 

suppliers of agricultural solutions, we are 

pleased to be partnering with Win-All Hi-

Tech, one of the strongest innovators in the 

marketplace, to provide growers in China 

with access to our world-class technology. 

China is the world’s leading producer of 

rice, and one of the world’s largest markets 

for agricultural technology, with more and 

more farmers adopting advanced practices to 

increase both productivity and sustainability. 

BASF spends nearly €900 million each year 

in research and development on new 

agricultural technology and aims at 

increasing its market presence in Asia, 

specifically China.  

Working together with Win-All, we look 

forward to bringing more innovative 

technologies to the market that are specially 

tailored to the needs of Chinese rice farmers. 

This is in line with our new global strategy – 

which includes a strong focus on supporting 

rice farmers in Asia, he added. 

Source: BASF Agricultural Solutions 

CORTEVA LAUNCHES FUNGICIDE 

VESSARYA IN PARAGUAY 

The event launched the fungicide Vessarya 

in that country, together with the global 

brand Onmira Active, present in 15 

fungicides through the active ingredient 

Picoxystrobin. Vessarya is a systemic 

fungicide from the chemical groups 

strobilurin and pyrazole carboxamide, which 

combines the technology Onmira Active 

(picoxystrobin) with Solatenol 

(benzovindiflupyr).  

This is the company's main launch in 2020 

in Paraguay. Attentive to handling resistance 

and preserving the useful life of technology, 

Corteva recommends alternating principles 

and also the use of multisite fungicides. 

Source: AgroNews 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-4642.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-89.htm
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BAYER FACES MORE WEEDKILLER 

WOES AS U.S. COURT BANS 

DICAMBA  

Bayer AG is blocked from selling its 

controversial dicamba-based herbicide in the 

U.S. after an appeals court rejected a federal 

regulator’s permit for the product, 

compounding the German company’s weed-

killer woes. 

The three-judge panel concluded the 

Environmental Protection Agency had 

“failed entirely” to acknowledge some risks 

dicamba poses and that the agency violated 

federal regulations when it extended its 

approval of registration for the herbicide for 

another two years in October 2018. 

The court, citing the EPA, said the decision 

could spur farmers to buy alternative seeds 

and pesticides. Weed killers can’t be sold or 

distributed in the U.S. without EPA 

registration. The decision is the latest blow 

to Bayer in the wake of its $63 billion 

takeover of Monsanto - a deal that made the 

German company a leader in agriculture 

products but also saddled it with a mountain 

of legal liabilities related to weed killers. 

Depending upon actions by the EPA and 

whether the ruling is successfully 

challenged, we will work quickly to 

minimize any impact on our customers this 

season. Our top priority is making sure our 

customers have the support they need to 

have a successful season, read in a statement 

issued by Bayer Crop.  

Source – Bloomberg 

STRETTA™ IRRIGATION WATER 

OPTIMIZER APPROVED FOR USE IN 

CALIFORNIA 

Precision Laboratories expands its offering 

of Irrigation Water Optimizers available in 

California with the registration of Stretta™. 

Stretta was introduced in 2019 and is the 

first plant-derived Irrigation Water 

Optimizer with fertilizer compatibility. It 

improves the availability and performance 

of irrigation water, nutrients, and other soil-

applied products throughout the plant root 

zone, optimizing the growing environment. 

 

As an Irrigation Water Optimizer, Stretta 

maintains ideal moisture levels in the plant 

root zone, leading to enhanced soil-applied 

input performance and reduced plant stress. 

This results in improved crop quality, 

increased yield, and maximized return on 

investment. 

 

Stretta is part of Precision’s portfolio of 

Irrigation Water Optimizers that includes: 

Domino™, Tolero™, Corso™, and 

Quickin™. 

Source: Precision Laboratories 

ADAMA LAUNCHES INSECTICIDE 

PLETHORA IN BRAZIL 

ADAMA recently obtained registration for 

the insecticide, Plethora (Novaluron + 

Indoxacarb), an innovative and 

differentiated multi-culture solution 

developed to combat caterpillar complexes, 

such as the Chrysodexis includens, 

Spodoptera frugiperda and Helicoverpa 

armigera.  

 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-1016.htm
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In addition, the solution is also effective in 

combating Hypothenemus hampei and 

Leucoptera coffeella, simultaneously. The 

new insecticide, which has a broad spectrum 

of control, is registered for coffee, cotton 

and soybean crops. 

Plethora's technical features, such as its 

effectiveness in controlling various external 

agents, long residual effect, and 

multicultural application with the same 

consistency of results and ease of 

application as it is a ready formula offers 

producers greater productivity and 

agricultural gains. 

Source: AgroNews 

BASF'S SERIFEL: NEW BIOLOGICAL 

FUNGICIDE FOR VINES, 

VEGETABLES LAUNCHED IN ITALY 

BASF developed Serifel®, a new biological 

fungicide that offers an optimal balance 

between protection and market needs.  

Serifel’s® formulation contains pure spores 

of the active ingredient, which is a 

distinctive feature that has numerous 

advantages: 

• High quality formulation 

• High content consistency 

• High formulation stability 

• Reduction of dosage per hectare of 

formulation 

• Reduced foaming 

• Efficient cleaning of treated crops 

The product’s low dosage per hectare (0.5 

kg/ha) allows for greater ease of use, less 

bulk in warehouses and less product to be 

handled. 

 

Serifel® does not have a maximum residue 

limit, return times and safety interval, 

meaning that, if necessary, it can also be 

applied during the immediate pre-harvest 

phase of crops. Serifel® is authorized for 

use against Botrytis cinerea on wine, table 

vines, major vegetable crops and lettuces 

and salads. Serifel® is an excellent solution 

for controlling Sclerotinia. 

Source: BASF Italia 

BAYER WINS RULING BLOCKING 

CALIFORNIA’S ROUNDUP WARNING 

Bayer AG’s Roundup won’t require a label 

in California warning consumers that a 

chemical in the weed killer is known to 

cause cancer. A federal judge in Sacramento 

ruled for Bayer and blocked the state from 

requiring that any company selling 

glyphosate-based produce place a “clear and 

reasonable warning” on it. 

California’s Office of Environmental Health 

Hazard Assessment listed glyphosate in July 

2017 as a chemical known to the state to 

cause cancer. Bayer’s Monsanto unit has 

aggressively fought California’s move to 

add glyphosate to a list created by a voter-

approved ballot initiative, Proposition 65, 

that requires explicit warnings for consumer 

products containing substances that may 

cause cancer or birth defects. U.S. District 

Judge William B. Shubb made final his 2018 

preliminary ruling that requiring Bayer to 

provide the warning on Roundup is a 

violation of its free-speech protections. The 

International Agency for the Research on 

Cancer, part of the World Health 

Organization, has found glyphosate is likely 

http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-89.htm
http://news.agropages.com/Media/MediaIndex-7909.htm
http://www.agropages.com/CompanyDirectory/CList---glyphosate-1.htm
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to cause cancer but Shubb said others, 

including the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, found otherwise. 

“Notwithstanding the IARC’s determination 

that glyphosate is a ‘probable carcinogen,’ 

the statement that glyphosate is ‘known to 

the state of California to cause cancer’ is 

misleading,” the judge wrote. “Every 

regulator of which the court is aware, with 

the sole exception of the IARC, has found 

that glyphosate does not cause cancer or that 

there is insufficient evidence to show that it 

does.” 

A coalition of farming groups, including the 

National Corn Growers Association, 

National Association of Wheat Grower and 

Agricultural Retailers Association, joined 

Bayer in the lawsuit opposing the labeling. 

Source: Bloomberg 

ENLIST DUO HERBICIDE UNDER 

FIRE BY NINTH CIRCUIT COURT OF 

APPEALS 

In the wake of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency’s decision to cancel 

registration of three dicamba-based 

herbicides: Xtend, FeXapan and Engenia, 

farmers are left wondering what the future is 

for another herbicide-tolerant crop systems: 

The Enlist Weed Control System.  

Developed by Corteva Agriscience, the 

Enlist system features resistance to 2,4-D 

choline, an herbicide promising reduced off-

target movement compared 2,4-D amine and 

ester. There are two herbicides labeled for 

use with the Enlist system: Enlist, the 

special formulation of 2,4-D choline and 

Enlist Duo, which adds glyphosate to 2,4-D 

choline.   

“The same plaintiffs (The Center for Food 

Safety, Earthjustice, National Family Farm 

Coalition and the Natural Resources 

Defense Council) are suing to cancel the 

registration of Enlist Duo,” said Kansas 

Farm Bureau Professor of Agricultural Law 

and Taxation, Washburn University School 

of Law. The groups allege that EPA violated 

the Endangered Species Act (ESA) by 

failing to consult with the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service (FWS) regarding the 

impact of Enlist Duo on two endangered 

species in those states, the whooping crane 

and the Indiana bat. 

In the Xtend case, the court’s opinion was 

focused on the technology, but the process 

EPA used to approve registrations, he 

explains. The complaint focuses more on an 

alleged violation of the Endangered Species 

Act rather than the Federal Insecticide, 

Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).  

Source- Successful Farming 

LAUNCH OF SYNGENTA GROUP – 

CREATING A GLOBAL AGTECH 

MARKET LEADER  

From its inception, Syngenta Group is the 

global market leader in crop protection, the 

global number three in seeds, the market 

leader in fertilizer in China and, with its 

Modern Agriculture Platform (MAP) Farmer 

Solution Centers, the leading agriculture 

services provider in China. It offers 

comprehensive agronomic solutions and 

digital agricultural services. With 15 key 

production sites the Group has strong 
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capacity to supply farmers with the solutions 

they need. The Group’s mission is to deploy 

scientific innovations, technologies, and 

services to help farmers sustainably provide 

the world with better food, feed, fiber and 

fuel, while conserving resources and 

protecting the environment.  

Under its new structure, the organization 

encompasses four business units:  

• Syngenta Crop Protection – led by Jon 

Parr based in Basel, Switzerland  

• Syngenta Seeds – led by Jeff Rowe 

based in Chicago, USA  

• ADAMA – led by Ignacio Dominguez 

based in Airport City, Israel  

• Syngenta Group China – led by Hengde 

Qin based in Shanghai, China  

 

Erik Fyrwald, formerly CEO of Syngenta 

AG, becomes Syngenta Group CEO; Chen 

Lichtenstein, formerly CEO of ADAMA 

becomes Syngenta Group CFO; Steve 

Landsman becomes Syngenta Group 

General Counsel, and Laure Roberts 

becomes Syngenta Group Chief Human 

Resources Officer.  

Syngenta Group Financial Highlights 2019 

& Q1 2020  

$’m FULL 

YEAR 2019 

Q1 2020 

Syngenta Crop 

Protection  

10,499  2,741  

ADAMA  3,997  973  

Syngenta Seeds  3,084  1,007  

Syngenta Group 

China  

5,636  1,550  

Gross Syngenta 

Group  

23,2161  6,271  

 Source: Syngenta
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Biotech News 

ICAR IDENTIFIES 8 NEW HYBRID 

MAIZE VARIETIES PROMISING FOR 

RELEASE 

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

(ICAR) said it has recognized eight new 

hybrid maize varieties as promising for 

release in different seasons and Agro-

ecologies in the country. 

These maize varieties have been identified 

after discussion with farm scientists through 

a digital workshop of the All India 

Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) 

attended by 150 participants from across the 

country. 

Addressing the workshop, the country’s 

premier government research body ICAR 

Director General appreciated the efforts of 

maize scientists for continuing with the 

research work amid the crisis of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. He asked the 

Ludhiana-based ICAR-Indian Institute of 

Maize Research (ICAR-IIMR) to carry out 

basic, strategic and applied research for 

enhancing production, productivity and 

sustainability of the crop. 

The demos were conducted in over 1,500 

hectares on improving maize productive 

practices in various parts of the country. 

Source: Outlook India 

A NEW NON-GMO METHOD TO EDIT 

PLANTS WITH CRISPR IN THE US 

An NC State researcher has developed a 

new way to get CRISPR/Cas9 into plant 

cells without inserting foreign DNA. This 

allows for precise genetic deletions or 

replacements, without inserting foreign 

DNA. Therefore, the end product is not a 

genetically modified organism, or GMO. 

 

The CRISPR/Cas9 system has tremendous 

potential for improving crops by changing 

their genetic code. That does not necessarily 

mean inserting foreign DNA, but the 

systems used to deliver CRISPR/Cas9 into a 

plant’s cells often do, which means the 

relevant crop is a GMO. GMOs undergo 

through a rigorous evaluation process and 

many consumers prefer non-GMO products. 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) and the Food and Drug 

Administration regulate genetically 

engineered crops, and have standards 

defining what GMO crops are. These are 

focused on the presence of DNA sequences 

from other species being present in the end 

product. 

 

Deleting or turning down a gene, such as the 

one responsible for turning sliced apples 

brown, does not introduce foreign DNA and 

thus is a non-GMO method. Similarly, 

altering the expression of a gene related to 

pest resistance in a variety of sweet potato to 

make it more resistant, could be a non-GMO 

method. 

 

In a new study published in the journal Plant 

Cell Reports, a plant biologist and 

biotechnologist in the Department of 

Horticultural Science, demonstrated a new 
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way of introducing the Cas9 protein and 

guide RNA into plant cells, which does not 

involve foreign DNA. 

Source: NC State University 

BIOTECH DEVELOPERS TO SELF-

DETERMINE CROP EXEMPTIONS 

USDA’S FINAL GMO REGULATIONS 

 

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

has released final regulations describing the 

nation’s regulatory system for genetically 

modified/engineered organisms (GMOs). 

Under the USDA’s new regulatory structure 

for genetic engineering Biotech developers 

can decide for themselves whether crops are 

exempt from federal scrutiny. Even those 

crops that must be reviewed by USDA will 

often be simpler to introduce, since many 

won’t have to undergo the costly 

deregulatory process that genetically 

engineered plant traits previously faced. 

 

The biotech industry expects the new rules 

to open the door for more small companies 

to commercialize niche products compared 

to the traditional system, which only the 

largest firms could often afford to navigate. 

Under the previous regulations, crops 

genetically engineered with plant pests, such 

as agrobacterium, were considered regulated 

articles that needed federal permits for field 

trials and interstate shipping. 

Before they could be commercialized, 

regulated crops had to go through a USDA 

deregulation process that often took years 

and required extensive analysis under the 

National Environmental Policy Act. 

Crops that weren’t modified with plant pests 

— such as those altered with gene guns or 

gene editing techniques — could avoid this 

process if the developer confirmed with 

USDA that these plants weren’t regulated 

articles. The agency has exempted crops 

whose alterations could have been achieved 

through conventional breeding, as well as 

those whose basic modes of action have 

already been evaluated by USDA and 

determined not to pose a plant pest risk. 

 

If a developer decides a crop isn’t exempt, 

the USDA will subject it to a “regulatory 

status review” to determine whether it’s a 

plausible plant pest risk within six months. 

The USDA has the jurisdiction to regulate 

noxious weeds — such as those that become 

resistant to herbicides sprayed on genetically 

engineered crops — but the agency chose 

only to use its power to regulate plant pests, 

said Freese, the nonprofit’s science policy 

analyst. 

Source: Capital Press 

AFTER 16 YEARS, SOUTH 

AUSTRALIA LIFTS BAN ON GM 

CROPS 

After 16 years, and after multiple attempts 

last year, South Australia is lifting its ban on 

genetically modified crops beginning next 

season. The decision to lift the ban followed 

an independent review that concluded that 

the monetary loss since 2004 for just canola 

crops was estimated to be 33 million.  

The decision is being lauded by Grain 

Producers SA - the state’s leading lobby 

group for grain growers - that said there is 

great interest in trialing GM canola varieties 
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currently being grown across the rest of the 

country. 

 The legislation allows for councils to 

remain GM-free, however, to do so the 

council has a six-months window in which 

to apply. According to Primary Industries 

Minister Tim Whetstone, The Kangaroo 

Island will maintain the ban because of the 

demand of its export markets. However, 

concerns remain, that there may end up 

being a patchwork across the state with 

scattered councils maintaining the ban, 

which would create difficulties across the 

sector.  

Source- Oilseed and Grain 

BOLIVIA TO SPEED UP 

EVALUATION OF GM CROPS 

Interim President of Bolivia issued a 

Supreme Decree authorizing the National 

Biosafety Committee to speed up the 

evaluation of genetically modified (GM) 

events of five crops namely corn, sugarcane, 

cotton, wheat, and soybeans. The decree was 

made in response to the country's current 

quarantine status due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

Supreme Decree 4232 states that the 

National Biosafety Committee will establish 

an abbreviated evaluation procedure for the 

said GM crops to address the country's 

internal food supply as well as agricultural 

products for export. The decree also states 

that during the evaluation, the Ministries of 

Environment and Water, and of Rural 

Development and Lands will consider the 

actions and measures taken by Bolivia's 

neighboring countries when developing 

agricultural and food products using the GM 

technology. 

Bolivia's Association of Oilseed and Wheat 

Producers, or ANAPO, welcomed the decree 

saying that it will allow small producers to 

improve their production and become more 

competitive amidst the challenges caused by 

climate change. Their official statement 

emphasized that the Committee's actions 

will provide farmers access to crop 

biotechnology to ensure continuous crop 

production and achieve food security. 

Source- ISAAA

 

http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_country_facts_and_trends/download/Facts%20and%20Trends%20-%20Bolivia-2017.pdf
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/1/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_crop_annual_update/download/biotech-crop-annual-update-maize-2019.pdf
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/45/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_crop_annual_update/download/biotech-crop-annual-update-cotton-2019.pdf
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/38/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/biotech_crop_annual_update/download/biotech-crop-annual-update-soybean-2019.pdf
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/58/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/58/default.asp
http://www.isaaa.org/resources/publications/pocketk/43/default.asp
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