


AGROLOOK JULY-SEPT 2015
1

In 2014, the globalmarket for crop protection
products increased by 4.5% to $56, 655 million;
if products used in non-crop situations are included
then the total market for agrochemicals rose
by 4.2% to $63, 212 million. Against this
market background the majority of companies
operating globally in the agrochemical sector
reported improved sales performances during the
year.

The following table lists the sales results in
2014 for the leading five agrochemical companies
whose sales are based mainly on generic products.

Leading Generic Company

Agrochemical Sales 2014

Sales$m. Growth

Rank Company 2013 2014 2014/13%

1 Adama 2,876 3,029 5.3

2 Nufarm 2,297 2,322 1.1

3 UPL 1,607 1,755 9.2

4 Cheminova 1,101 1,126 2.3

5 Albaugh 1,060 1,008 -4.9

The data in the above table indicates variable
growth rates for the leading generic companies in
the industry, the actual overall performance
depending to a significant extent on the regional
exposure of each company. A factor that may
influence the sales outcome of these companies
has been acquisitions, inclusion of which will have
enhanced sales performance. However, in
comparison with previous years the number of
events is fewer.

Generic company transactions that may have
affected 2014 sales include:

� Nufarm acquired Cleary Chemicals in the
USA in 2013

The Generic Agrochemical Market 2014

Dr. Matthew Philips

� Makhteshim (now Adama) acquired a majority
stake in Chile Agro (Chile) and Agrovita
(Slovakia) in 2013

� Adama took control of most of Chem China’s
agrochemical businesses

� Huapoint Nutrichem acquired 20% of Albaugh
in 2014

� Platform acquired Arysta, Chemtura and
Agriphar in 2014

In analysing the generic sector, a key element
is the definitions that are used. For the purposes
of this analysis, a generic company is defined as
one that manufactures active ingredients and
receives the majority of its sales from products
that are off patent, and that were researched,
developed or  first introduced by another company.
Due to product acquisitions there is now a
proprietary element to sales with in the leading
‘generic’ companies, however this still equates to
a relatively low share of turnover overall.

The following graph indicates the share of the
global agrochemical market attributable to the
sales of generic companies since 1995. For markets
such as China and India, where the sales of some
smaller companies are not known, the generic
sector of these countries has been assumed to be
the value of the entire market minus imports;
imports being the primary source of proprietary
chemistry in these countries.

A major factor in the development of the
generic sector of the agrochemical market has
been glyphosate. Volume demand for glyphosate
continues to increase, however the product is now
a commodity with prices directly affected by supply
and demand. After the banning of the 10% solution
in China at the end of 2011, volume demand in the
country rose, resulting in a shortage of supply and
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rising prices. As a result, more companies came
back into glyphosate manufacture. By the end of
2013, supply again exceeded demand such that
prices again began to weaken, which continued in
2014.

Generic Companies Share of the Global

Agrochemical Market

The analysis shows that in 2014, the overall sales
of the generic companies increased by 2.1% in
comparison with 2013, behind world market growth
of 4.2%, however since 2006 the generic share of
the agrochemical market has remained essentially
static at just over 30%. The impact of glyphosate

is evident, with the generic company share
excluding glyphosate falling in 2014.

The charts on the following page present a
similar analysis, but based on individual active
ingredient sales. In this analysis, Proprietary
relates to the sales of patented active ingredients
(this is taken to be products that have been on the
market for 15 years or less); Proprietary Off-Patent
relates to the sales of products that are off-patent,
but where the company that first introduced the
molecule still has as share of sales of >90%, and
hence has a dominating position with the product.
A product is deemed generic when the share of
sales for the company that first introduced the
product falls below 90%. The lower graph presents
the number of active ingredients that were on the
market in 2014 listed by their year of their original
market introduction.

Market Breakdown 2014

Sector Share %

Proprietary 21.3

Proprietary Off-Patent 20.9

Generic 57.8
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The following chart tracks the change in proportion of the three major product categories with time.
As stated previously, the patent expiration for glyphosate has had a major impact on the off-patent sector
and, by our analysis, in 2002 the product moved from the Proprietary Off-patent sector in to the Generic
sector, as Monsanto’s share of sales of the product declined to below 90%.

In 2014, the share of sales due to generic
products decreased as glyphosate prices weakened.
The patented section of the market lost share due
to lower growth for new market entrants, notably
chlorantraniliprole, flubendiamide and the SDHI
fungicides and also products going off patent. In
dollar terms the sum of sales of Proprietary
products fell by 2.3% in 2014, but the Proprietary
Off-Patent sector rose by 20.7% and the generic
sector by 1.6%.

Overall, it is our estimation that 21.3% of
agrochemical sales in 2014 were due to patented
products and that by definition 78.7% were due to
off-patent products. However, from the company
sales analysis, generic companies make up 32.5%
of total sales, hence again by definition 67.5% of
industry sales can be attributed to the R&D driven
companies, not only with patented molecules
(21.3%), but also a further 46.2% from products
that are off-patent and either of Proprietary Off-
Patent or Generic status. The analysis shows that

although the market share due to generic products
increased in 2014, the overall share attributable
to generic companies remained essentially stable,
indicating a greater influence by the R&D driven
companies in the generic sector of the market.

This analysis is however based on active
ingredients, with a growing trend now being R&D
investment on products when they undergo patent
expiry, particularly the development of brands
that contain mixtures with patented products.
This trend is increasing with the slow down in
the rate of new active ingredient introductions.
As a result some active ingredients in the
‘Proprietary Off-Patent’ or even ‘Generic’ sectors
achieve significant sales in ‘patented’ brands. In
addition many ‘generic’ companies create
proprietary brands with off-patent active ingredients
through the use of patented formulation technology.
It is in this ‘patented’ brands sector where we
currently see the greatest competition in the
market place.

Agrochemical Market Share by Product Group Since 1998
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COMPANY  NEWS

SYNGENTA BLOCKBUSTER

FUNGICIDE SOLATENOL™ -

FOR US APPROVAL

� A step change in disease control for US
growers

� Global peak sales potential of $1 billion

� Solatenol products available for a wide range
of crops

Syngenta announced that its breakthrough

SDHI fungicide Solatenol has received registration

from the US Environmental Protection Agency.

First significant sales in the USA are expected in

the 2016 season.

Solatenol has already been launched in Latin

America as ELATUS™, offering growers unrivaled

performance against soybean rust, a devastating

disease which can significantly impact yields. It

achieved sales of more than $300 million in its

first year in Brazil. In the USA, products containing

Solatenol will be available for a wide range of crops

including corn, soybean, wheat, peanuts, potatoes

and vegetables. SDHI chemistry is an important

component of Syngenta’s $3.6 billion crop protection

pipeline.

Syngenta COO, quoted that: “US growers

can expect a step change in disease control from

our range of Solatenol products. These valuable

new tools demonstrate our commitment to

producing sustainable innovations that help

growers’ to combat diseases while maximizing their

returns.”

Solatenol has consistently demonstrated

outstanding performance. It is the market’s most

effective SDHI chemistry offering broad-spectrum

control of damaging foliar diseases and soil

pathogens as well as significant resistance
management benefits.

Regulatory approvals are pending in several
markets, including the EU.

Source : Syngenta News Release

NISSAN CHEMICAL’S

AGROCHEMICAL SALES

UP 10% IN Q1 2015

Nissan Chemical’s agrochemical sales increased
10.2% compared with the same term of the previous
year to 13,599 million yen (108.8 million USD at
the current rate) in the first quarter of 2015.
Operating income was up 10.4% to 4,396 million
yen (35.2 million USD). Sales of herbicide Roundup
(glyphosate) were slightly down by 1%.

The company noted that sales of
agrochemicals grew significantly both in Japan
and overseas, with regard to domestic sales, the
sales volume of “ALTAIR” (paddy rice herbicide)
increased. And the herbicide TARGA had healthy
sales in overseas market.

Source : Nissan Chemical news release

MITSUBISHI CORPORATION,

IFFCO COLLABORATE TO SELL

AGROCHEMICALS IN INDIA

Mitsubishi Corporation (MC) recently announced
that it has entered into an agreement with Indian
Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO)
based in India to establish a local enterprise for
the sale and distribution of agrochemicals in India.

The new company, IFFCO-MC Crop Science
Private Limited (IFFCO-MC), will see IFFCO
holding 51% of shares and MC holding 49%. IFFCO
has built up a highly respected national brand as
India’s largest producer and distributor of
fertilizers, delivering high quality fertilizers needed
by farmers through their nationwide Cooperative
Society network. IFFCO-MC will be seeking to
leverage the strength of the IFFCO brand and its
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extensive sales network to supply a number of
agrochemicals, mainly herbicides, insecticides and
fungicides, to the Indian market, starting in October
of this year. The establishment of IFFCO-MC as a
partnership between IFFCO and MC is the product
of years doing business together and developing a
positive working relationship.

The size of India’s agrochemicals market is
valued at some 250 billion yen in 2014 and accounts
for about 5% of the global total. As its population
increases and as daily food consumption patterns
evolve, this volume is expected to continue showing
robust growth, and is projected to reach a value of
approximately 350 billion yen in fiscal year 2017.
Through this newly established venture, which
will supply high quality agrochemical products
needed by farmers, IFFCO and MC will seek to
continue contributing to the development of
agriculture in India.

Source : Mitsubishi Corporation

BAYER CROP PROTECTION SALES

UP 6% IN Q2 2015

Bayer Crop Science’s crop protection sales recorded
a 6.3% increase to •2,137 million in the second
quarter of 2015, and herbicide achieved significant
growth of 15.2% to •787 million. Seeds sales achieved
a double-digit growth of 27.4% to •335 million in
this quarter, registered a positive trend – especially
for vegetables and rice. Sales in the Environmental
Science advanced by 27.4% to •251 million, mainly
as a result of strong growth in products for
professional users. Bayer Crop Science raised sales
by 10.2% to •2,723 million.

Source : Bayer Crop Science News Release

DOW AGROSCIENCES, SYNTHACE

COLLABORATE TO ACCELERATE

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

Synthace and Dow AgroSciences announce they
have entered into a research collaboration to
optimize technology by accelerating development of
fermentation-based production of crop protection
products.

The collaboration includes a multi-seat
enterprise license giving Dow AgroSciences access
to Synthace’s Antha software tools. As part of the
agreement, Synthace’s advanced tools and software
will be used to support development of superior
microbial production strains at Dow AgroSciences.
This collaboration brings together expertise
in natural products from both companies to
enable new approaches for accelerated product
development.

This collaboration supports the ability of Dow
AgroSciences to use the power of nature in
conjunction with fermentation technology, to produce
and develop solutions for farmers. These types of
products prevent pest infestation and control disease
to increase crop yields. Applying automated strain
engineering enables quicker development of new
microbial production hosts in the lab which can
expedite development of fermentation processes for
new products.

“It is important for Dow AgroSciences to bring
new products to farmers faster and this collaboration
on strain engineering will accelerate our ability to
create novel microbial production strains,” said by
company, Bioengineering and Bioprocessing R&D
Director, Dow AgroSciences. “Working with
Synthace gives us the ability to achieve our goals
more quickly in an expanded and automated manner
via their innovative technologies.”

Source : Dow AgroSciences News Release

INDIAN COMPANIES

Insecticides (India) Q1 net profit up 14%

Insecticides India net profit up 37% in FY 2014-15.
Insecticides (India) Ltd reported impressive figures
during the quarter ending June 2015, gaining an
income growth of 13 % as against the Q1 of last
financial year.  IIL registered an increase in net
profit by a healthy 14 % over the last year’s Q1,
clocking a profit of Rs 19.80 crore as against Rs
17.40 crore in the quarter one of last year.

“The month of June recorded decent rainfall
and this automatically boosted the sentiments of
the trade and the farmers especially in the northern
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India.  The figures are encouraging and clearly
indicate a continued growth of market for our
products. We are persistently working on increasing
our reach to the last farmer, with not only our
products but also greater awareness about judicious
usage of insecticides.” Insecticides India Ltd. (IIL)

Sources.

The leading and most popular brands in the
kitty of IIL include Nuvan, Pulsor, Hakama, Lethal,
Victor, Thimet and Monocil. Last year, IIL launched
Mycoraja, its first bio-product equipped to promote
healthy growth and greater nutrient absorption in
a wide range of crops from rice, wheat and vegetables
to oilseeds as well as cotton.

Source : India Info line News

MEGHMANI AGCHEM SALES UP

12% IN Q1 FY 2016

Indian company Meghmani’s agchem sales rose
by 12.4% to Rs 1,088.1 million in the first quarter
of fiscal 2016, ended on June 30, 2015. 

Domestic sales of Agrochemical Division
increased by 14.9% due to increase quantities sales
of MPB, CMAC and Permethrin. Export sales of
Agrochemical Division increased by 11.5% on
account of increase in quantity sales of 2,
4-Dichlorophenoxy, CPP and Cypermethrin.

The amount of gross profit of Agrochemical
Division increased by 67.4% and GP margin
increased from 15.6% in Q1 FY 2015 to 23.2% in
Q1 FY 2016 due to higher quantity sales and price
realization of 2, 4-Dichlorophenoxy, Peremethrin
and Cypermethrin.

Source : Meghmani Organics

EXCEL CROP CARE SALES DOWN

12% IN Q1 2015/2016

Indian agrochemical company Excel Crop Care
recorded a decline in standalone net profit for the
quarter ended June 2015.  During the quarter, the
profit of the company declined 4.88% to Rs 315.56
million from Rs 331.75 million in the same quarter
last year.

Revenues for the quarter declined 12.40% to
Rs 2,899.20 million, compared with Rs 3,309.72
million for the prior year period. 

Operating margin for the quarter stood at
15.69 percent as compared to 13.48 percent for the
previous year period. Operating Income for the
quarter was Rs 454.99 million, compared with Rs
446.154 million in the previous year period.

Source : Excel Crop Care

RALLIS INDIA NET PROFIT DOWN

10.8% IN Q1 FY 2015-16 ON

GLOBAL DROUGHT CONDITIONS

Rallis India reported a net profit of Rs. 33 crore for
the first quarter of the 2015-16 fiscal ended June
30.2015, down 10.8 per cent from the Rs. 37 crore
it recorded during the corresponding period last
fiscal. 

Metahelix, the seeds entity, registered a
handsome sales growth of 26 percent to scale
Rs. 231 crores.

The Tata Group enterprise pegged net sales at
Rs. 464 crore for the quarter that ended in June
as against Rs. 465 crore recorded at the same time
last year, according to a company statement
released. 

Rallis India introduced two new molecules –
Panida Grande and Mark – that are herbicides for
cotton and soyabean respectively, during the quarter.

“Due to adverse climatic conditions and lower
crop commodity prices globally, there has been lower
requirement of certain products in the international
market. This impacted off take of some key products
and we expect pick up in the second half of the
year,” sources added.

Source : Business Standard

GODREJ AGROVET TO ACQUIRE

MAJORITY STAKE IN ASTEC

LIFESCIENCES

Godrej Industries’ subsidiary Godrej Agrovet
has agreed to acquire a majority stake in
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Astec Life Sciences, the agrochemicals and
pharmaceutical intermediates producer, for
around Rs 1.85bn ($28m).

The company has signed a share purchase
agreement with Astec to buy a 45.29% stake at
a price of Rs190 per share. Godrej Agrovet said in
a filing: “Such share purchase agreement sets out
certain shareholders’ rights and obligations
between Godrej Agrovet and the remaining
promoters of the company.”

Established in 1994, Astec manufactures a
wide range of agrochemical active ingredients and
pharmaceutical intermediates. The company
exports its products to over 30 countries, and
operates three facilities at Mahad, and an R&D
unit near Mumbai in the Indian state of
Maharashtra.

According to company sources: “It is a perfect
fit into our business, and it is a backward
integration of our agro chemicals business, which
is growing rapidly.”

Godrej Agrovet is engaged in the production
of animal feed, oil palm plantations, agri inputs,
hybrid seeds and processed poultry.

Source : http://www.chemicals-technology.com

DHANUKA AGRITECH LAUNCHES

INSECTICIDE COVER IN INDIA

Dhanuka Agritech limited has launched
its much awaited insecticide- “Cover” (chlorant-
raniliprole, trade name Rynaxypyr) in Kolkata,
India. 

The company claimed that the product is eco-
friendly (green label) and is said to benefit paddy,
red gram, black gram, soybean and sugarcane
growing farmers across India.

Cover comes with the power of DuPont’s
Rynaxypyr and is available in both liquid and
granule form. According to company sources
“Dhanuka Agritech Limited has always been at
the forefront of providing new, innovative and world

class crop protection solutions to the farmers. Our
new product, COVER is not just an insecticide,
but a guarantee to the farmer’s prosperity. All our
new products Lustre, Mortar, Sempra have been
doing consistently well and we are confident that
Cover would also be well accepted by the farmers.”

Source : India Blooms News Service

PI INDUSTRIES SALES UP 18% IN

Q1 FY 2015-16

PI Industries Limited (PI), a leading Indian Agri-
Input and Custom Synthesis company, recorded
an increase of 18% in sales at Rs. 554.8 Crore for
the first quarter of FY 2015-16 ended June 30,
2015. Its domestic agri-input registered a 10% rise
and custom synthesis exports delivered growth
of 26%.

According to company sources, Custom
synthesis exports showed good growth on the back
of increased demand of some of the existing
products. They have maintained growth trend
with commercialized molecules giving upsides
as per plan. With a judicious portfolio mix,
they have optimized growth for profitability.
The addition of new phases at Jambusar will allow
PI Industries to extend robust track-record of
growth further.

The company introduced two new products in
FY2014–Melsa, a wheat herbicide and Pimix, a
rice herbicide under the comarketing agreements
with the innovator MNCs to provide integrated
weed management solutions to wheat and rice
growers respectively. In FY2015 the company
introduced a new insectide, Keefun, used to control
a wide range of insect pests such as hoppers,
aphids, diamond back moth, spodopetera,
bugs, scale insects, psylla, thrips, borer, leaf
miner, mites etc. and some fungal diseases on
vegetables (cucurbits, cole crops, okra, potato)
fruit crops, (grapes, citrus, apple) field crops
(cotton) etc.

Source : PI Industries; Sharekhan

[NOTE: 1US$ = App. Rs 65/-]
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WORLD  NEWS

Dow AgroSciences, citing the neonicotinoid’s
possible risk to bees.EPA’s 2013 decision to register
sulfoxaflor “was based on flawed and limited data,”
a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit found.

 ”Given the precariousness of bee populations,
leaving the EPA’s registration of sulfoxaflor in
place risks more potential environmental harm”
than does striking it down, the panel ruled.The
court ordered the agency to obtain further data on
the chemical’s effects on bees before deciding
whether to reapprove Dow AgroSciences’
registration of sulfoxaflor, which has been sold
under the trade names Transform and Closer.
Commercial beekeeping trade groups and individual
professional beekeepers, represented by the
environmental group Earthjustice, brought the
suit against EPA shortly after the agency gave an
unconditional green light to the chemical. “EPA’s
pesticide application and review process must
receive substantial scientific evidence as to the
benefits of a pesticide, as well as the protection of
the environment, especially the protection of
pollinators,” quoted by the program director of one
of the groups bringing the case, the Pollinator
Stewardship Council.

Beekeepers who represented for Earth justice,
an environmental group, said the ruling affects
the entire country and will force states to withdraw
more local rules that havepermitted the insecticide.
Dow AgroSciences says it will complete additional
studies to support the registration of sulfoxaflor
and is weighing possible appeal of the court decision.

Source : C&EN

EUROPEAN UNION

EU renews registration for Dow Agro Sciences’
herbicide florasulam. The European Commission
has recently announced to renew registration for
Dow AgroSciences’ herbicide, florasulam, as the
product approval  will expire on 31 December

UNITED STATES

EPA Ordered to Act on Chlorpyrifos

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has to
tell environmentalists by June 30 whether it plans
to ban agricultural use of a pesticide considered
harmful enough to be banned for home use in
2001.The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
Wednesday ordered the EPA to notify the Pesticide
Action Network North America whether it will
deny PANNA’s petition to ban the pesticide
chlorpyrifos or cancel the pesticide’s registration
for use by Sept. 15, 2015.Chlorpyrifos, first
introduced in 1965 by Dow Chemical Co., is also
known as Dursban and Lorsban.

It acts on the nervous systems of insects.
Exposure to humans has been linked to neurological
damage, including autoimmune and developmental
disorders.  It has been banned for home use since
2001.  But it remains widely used in agriculture.

PANNA contends that exposure to
organophosphate pesticide can cause headaches,
agitation, inability to concentrate, weakness,
nausea, diarrhea and blurred vision.In 2007,
PANNA asked the EPA to cancel the registration. 
The appeals court told the EPA to give the court
a status update by July 15, 2015 on whether it
will deny the PANNA request.If it intends to deny
the request it must do so by Sept. 15, 2015,
according to the court.  However, if it will use
public comment from April to grant in whole or
part the PANNA request, it must tell the court
the date it intends to act and why.

Source : http://www.trialinsider.com/

US COURT REVOKES APPROVAL

OF DOW’S INSECTICIDE

SULFOXAFLOR

A US federal court on Sept. 10 struck down
EPA’s approval of the insecticide sulfoxaflor from
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2015. The renewal
shall be applicable
from 1 January 2016.

EU notes that
Member States shall
pay particular atten-
tion to the risk to aquatic organisms and non-
target terrestrial plants. Conditions of use shall
include risk mitigation measures, where
appropriate.

Source : EUR-Lex

CANADA

Canada OKs paraquat in special review

The Canadian Pest Management Regulatory
Agency (PMRA) has proposed the continued
registration of Syngenta’s herbicide paraquat,
following a special review of pest control products
containing paraquat based on a prohibition by
the European Union (EU) in 2007 for health and
environmental reasons. The public comments
have been opened until 27 Sep, 2015.

According to the evaluation of available
scientific information related to the aspects of
concern for human health and the environment,
indicated that the registered products containing
paraquat are acceptable for continued registration
taking into account the proposed revised conditions
of use. On this basis, the agency is proposing to
amend the current registration of products
containing paraquat for sale and use in Canada
with the proposed risk mitigation measures
and implementation timelines described under
Section 5.0.

Paraquat, a contact non-selective herbicide,
is registered in Canada for the control of grasses
and broadleaf weeds in established crops (for
example fruit crops, filbert and hazelnuts, and
vegetables) or as a pre-emergent treatment (for
example potatoes and field crops) at the maximum
application rate of 1.1 kg Paraquat as dichloride/
hectare. Paraquat can be applied alone or tank-
mixed with other herbicides using ground boom
equipment and backpack sprayer.

Source : PMRA

AUSTRALIA

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority has approved an emergency
use permit for the fungicide Captan to help
protect chickpea crops from disease.

About 600,000 hectares of chickpeas have
been planted in Australia this winter and with
strong prices this year the crop could make about
$500 million for growers across the northern
cropping belt. However while well-timed rainfall
has boosted the crop’s prospects it has also increased

the risk of disease, in particular ascochyta. Pulse
Australia National Development Manager, Gordon
Cumming, said as a result an emergency use
permit has been issued. “Many of these products
are either quite old or very new and some of
these countries have to maximum residue limit
set for these products, and without an MRL, if
grain is tested they might say they don’t want
that and we could be locked out of that market.”
Mr Cumming however said importers of existing
fungicides should be able to have access to more
chemical so the emergency use permit might not
be needed. “The first thing I would encourage
growers and their agronomists to do make contact
with their suppliers and to see where the chemical
is at and their ability to source it to meet their
potential needs going forward.”

Source : http://www.abc.net.au/
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CHINA

Production of China’s three major agchem
categories down in July

According to National Bureau of Statistics
of China (NBS), the pesticides production in July
2015 was 306,511 tons, up 2.92% compared to the
same period of 2014. From January to July, the
country produced total 2,138,258 tons of pesticide,
up 3.28% comparing to the period of 2014.

In July, production of all three major
categories of pesticide went down. Herbicide
production recorded 138,680 tons and decreased
8.7% y-o-y, accounting for 45% of total production.
Production of insecticide was 41,614 and was
down regulated 3.73% y-o-y, making up 14% of
total production. Fungicide accounted for 5%

Source : http://www.think-real.com/

FLUBENDIAMIDE MAY BE BANNED FOR APPLICATION ON RICE

The Eighth National Pesticide Registration Approval Committee held a meeting in Beijing, which was
attended by 32 committee members from professional groups from agriculture, industry, toxicology,
environment and commerce. The meeting discussed problems during the approval of pesticide registrations
and proposed management suggestions. It was mentioned that flubendiamide may be banned for the
application on rice. 

China has been conducting risk analysis of flubendiamide, especially the seminar that the Institute
for the Control of Agrochemicals, Ministry of Agriculture of China (ICAMA) held at the end of 2013 about
the risk analysis, when the safety problem of the water ecology that the product may bring was discussed.
Participating experts learned about related reports of the results of those analyses. Based on data
enterprises submitted and primary risk evaluation, they thought that large daphnia magna will be under
unacceptable environmental risk by flubendiamide. It requires senior risk evaluation to confirm its
safety, which made the application prospect of the product on risk very vague.

By 15 July, 2015, there had been eight flubendiamide formulation registrations for rice by the
ICAMA, which are mainly for the prevention and control of asiatic borer and leaf roller.

Valid flubendiamide formulation registrations in China, by 15 July, 2015

of total production with a decrease of 0.53%
to 15,847 tons. From January to July, herbicide
production increased 0.02% to 1,022,709 tons.
Insecticide production was down 1.85% to 312,402
tons. Fungicide decreased 7.24% to 109,348 tons.

China’s agchem production in

July 2015 (tons)

C a t e g o r y Vo l u m e C h a n g e P e r c e n t

% a g e

Agchem 306,511 2.92 100

- Herbicides 138,680 -8.7 45

- Insecticides 41,614 -3.73 14

- Fungicides 15,847 -0.53 5

Source : NBS

Source : AgroPages.com

Product Content Formulation Producer Target

20% WG

10% SC

20% WG

10% SC

80% WP

20% SC

10% SC

12% ME

Nihon Nohyaku Co., Ltd.

Rotam Agrochemical Co., Ltd.

Rotam Agrochemical Co., Ltd.

Bayer CropScience (China) Co., Ltd.

Rotam Agrochemical Co., Ltd.

Nihon Nohyaku Co., Ltd.

Rotam Agrochemical Co., Ltd.

Sino-Agri Leading (Tianjin)
Biosciences Co., Ltd.

Cabbage (diamondback moth),

rice (siatic borer and leaf roller)

Chinese cabbage (diamondback

moth, beet armyworm), rice

(siatic borer and leaf roller)

Rice (siatic borer and leaf

roller)

Rice (leaf roller)

Flubendiamide

Flubendiamide

Flubendiamide

Abamectin + Flubendiamide

Monosultap + Flubendiamide

Flubendiamide

Abamectin + Flubendiamide

Emamectin

benzoate + Flubendiamide
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BIOTECH NEWS

ARGENTINA APPROVES

GENETICALLY MODIFIED

CROP FIELD STUDIES

Genetically modified (GM) crop field studies are

conducted by SGS to support the development of

new traits and events are now available in

Argentina, following certification by the country’s

National Seed Institute (INASE).

The company has been granted certification

to perform field studies with any kind of GM

material following successful completion of a

thorough review of its field trial capabilities, bio-

safety and agronomy skills by INASE. Accreditation

of the company’s field operation and station in

Junín, Argentina, means customers can now apply

for field trial permits at the National Commission

of Biotechnology (CONABIA).

SGS Regional Business Development Manager

quoted “We are pleased to build on its GM trials

capabilities in the region, and provide this new

field site in Junín, to operate concurrently with

our many sites in Brazil and they look forward to

further supporting the development of new traits

and events in GM crops in South America.”

SGS operates all field trials according to

Argentina’s national requirements, as set down by

CONABIA, and the industry’s Excellence through

Stewardship initiative. 

Source:http://www.sgs.com

IN ANOTHER NEWS ARGENTINA

TO GET GO-AHEAD IN FIRST

STRESS TOLERANT SOYBEAN

A genetically modified soybean is on its way to

beingthe world’s first soybean with a stress

tolerance trait. Bioceres S.A., Arcadia Biosciences,

Inc., and Tropical Melhoramento e Genética Ltda.,

have agreed to develop new soybean varieties based

on the HB4 stress tolerance trait. HB4 enables

plants to adapt to multiple environmental stresses

and achieve higher yields. It was developed by

Verdeca LLC, a joint venture between Bioceres

and Arcadia.

The HB4 stress tolerance trait has undergone

extensive field-testing in soybeans, including six

seasons of multi-location field trials in Argentina

and the United States, and two years of regulatory

field trials. The results of these trials have shown

that the HB4 trait provides up to 14 percent greater

yield under multiple stress conditions, including

drought.

In April of this year, Argentinian authorities

granted regulatory approval to the HB4 stress

tolerance trait in soybeans. It was the first approval

for HB4 and the world’s first regulatory approval

of an abiotic stress tolerance trait in soybeans.

Source:http://www.arcadiabio.com

KENYAN DEPUTY PRESIDENT :

BAN ON GMOS TO BE LIFTED

SOON

The Kenyan government will lift the ban
on GMOs soon, according to Deputy President. The
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DP has confirmed this during his official opening
of the 4th Annual Biosafety Conference organized
by the Kenya National Biosafety Authority (NBA)
in Nairobi. The Deputy President quoted ‘‘Mark
my words in a matter of month or two we should
be able to be out of the ban, I want to allay any
fear from any quarter that there will be any
attempt to roll back what has already been
achieved and to give our undertaking to the
scientific community in Kenya that you have
support by the government of Kenya in facilitating
the work you are doing’’.

He further stated that people are not sure

what GMOs is hence the temptation to ban GMOs

without any scientific evidence based facts to

support their argument, explaining that science

is the solution to agricultural problems. He also

pointed out the dwindling cotton sector, climate

change, pests and diseases attack on staple crops

like maize, are few areas where biotechnology can

offer solution.

The Cabinet secretary, Ministry for Education,

Science, and Technology, stated Kenya has opted

to embrace GMOs adding that the NBA conference

aimed at creating biosafety awareness as well as

educating the public on issues of biosafety and the

role of NBA in assuring safe use of biotechnology.

The minister observed that education plays a

critical role towards creating scientific and

knowledge savvy society.

Source : www.isaaa.org

GERMANY MOVES TO

BAN GM CROP

Germany has reportedly begun taking steps
towards banning the use of all genetically modified
crops. New rules will allow individual member
states to block farmers from using GM organisms,
even if the variety has been approved on an EU-
wide basis.(Scotland became the first country to
opt out of bloc-wide GM licence as they are in
favor to preserve the country’s “clean and green
brand”).

Germany’s agriculture minister has
reportedly now said his country wants to follow
suit. In a letter seen by the Reuters news agency,
sources said Germany will persist with its
previously-announced ban on all GM crops.

EU countries have been told they have until
3 October 2015 to inform the Commission if they
wish to opt out of the bloc-wide approvals, and
Scotland’s SNP (Scottish National Party) said it
welcomed Germany’s company in the move. The
SNP’s quoted: “Like Scotland, the German
Government recognizes the importance of
protecting its food and drink sector and keeping
its environment clean and green. ”In government,
the SNP has ensured that Scotland is at the
forefront of environmental protection – legislating
for world-leading climate change targets,
significantly increasing renewable generation and
placing a moratorium on fracking. The German
decision shows that Scotland is now also leading
Europe on GM crops.”

GM crops have nonetheless divided opinion in
Europe. While the UK government is among those
in favour, Germany as well as France has
previously said they are opposed.

Source : The Independent



AGROLOOK JULY-SEPT 2015
15

ICAR EMPHASIZES IMPORTANCE

OF FIELD TRIALS OF GM CROPS

India’s premier agriculture research body Indian

Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has

emphasized the importance of genetically

engineered crops in bridging the demand and supply

gap for food grains in the future. ‘Vision 2050’

which provides a strategic framework for

innovation-led inclusive and sustainable

agricultural growth in the country has listed

research into genetically modified organisms

(GMOs) among nine key areas which have to be

harnessed to enhance productivity, nutrition, and

farmers’ income.

ICAR in its vision document cited, “Genetic

enhancement is considered to be a major option

to bridge the demand and sup-ply gap under normal

situations as well as under projected scenarios of

increased frequency and intensity of stresses.” The

document, released by the Prime Minister in Patna

on July 25, also noted that the GMOs do not

provide a “miracle solution” to all problems, it

detailed how scientific research in this area, backed

by proper field trials, would help in dealing with

safety and ethical aspects of genetically engineered

crops.

The director general of ICAR mentioned “I

am sure that ICAR Vision 2050 would stir new

thinking in researchers to harness science, in the

policymakers to develop policies for sustainable

development of agriculture to provide food, income

and livelihood, and in the consumers an urge to

tailor their lifestyle, keeping in view the planetary

boundaries of the Earth’s resource system”, in his

preface to the vision document.

Source : http://www.isaaa.org

CERTIFIED GM FOODS IN CHINA

SAFE, ACCORDING TO THE

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

The Ministry of Agriculture of China through its

website has issued a statement saying that all

certified genetically modified foods that are sold on

the Chinese market are safe. China has established

a safety supervision system that covers the

complete chain of GM products, including research,

production and trading, according to the ministry.

The ministry will work with other

departments to improve legislation of GM products

and their testing technologies to ensure their safety,

the ministry said in a reply to a March proposal

by 10 members of China’s top political advisory

body on the improved safety management of GM

foods. The reply, posted on the ministry’s website,

said that China and other countries have done

much research on the safety of GM foods that

proved certified GM foods are as safe as traditional

foods.

“Internationally, there is a conclusion on the

safety of GM foods, that is, that all GM foods that

have passed safety evaluation and been certified

are safe,” the ministry said. The reply added, “The

conclusion by the World Health Organization is

that no health damage has been seen in any people

worldwide who have consumed GM foods that have

been approved by authorities.”

Source : http://english.agri.gov.cn/news

GENE STACKING PROVIDES

BETTER RESISTANCE IN POTATO

AGAINST LATE BLIGHT

Scientists from Ghent University, VIB, Institute
for Agricultural and Fisheries Research (ILVO)
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and partners released the results of their GM potato
field study in the journal Crop Protection. The field
trials of GM potatoes were conducted in Belgium and
Netherlands to investigate the efficacy of adding one
to three resistance genes in potatoes against late blight
caused by Phyto-phthora infestans. Results showed
that the tested genes have different contributions to
resistance. They have identified a certain stack of
genes from Solanum venturii, Solanum stoloniferum

and Solanum bulbocastanum that provides the best
resistance to late blight.

Based on the findings, the researchers concluded
that breeding has to focus on putting together a wide
combination of natural resistance genes in new

varieties, at least three, but four or five is even better. Also, the resistance genes have to be sufficiently
different. For sustainable resistance management, it is necessary to change the combination of genes
in the new varieties strategically.

Source : http://www.vib.be
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